
HK STAGE CLUB 

'House By The Lake' 
A Confusion 

BY ALEC M. HARDIE 
"'vVhy can't the English learn to speak?" 

opening of the new City Hall draws near, t his 
question to have to ask. 

As the 
is . a sad 

Our local companies are about / necessary. dramatic · tension. 
· to be offered· a wonderful oppor- Tension ·r It was completely 
tunity. I can hardly beli~ve lacking; · perh aps the high-
that t~e same company played pitched tone ,of the leading 
last night at I:oke YeVy ~ all .,as actors d id not he1P a very u n-
scored such high m arks m A b eliev aible situation 
F ive-finger Exercise." . . All t he old ingr~dienits were 

Here we had a play obv10usly availalble ind ucting ohviou,s 
· . f " t " t d ' written or a s ar ac r ess an st:=irtlin g momen ts, a long hare 

w ith_ou t that star the whole weak last scene that the actors could. 
fabric collapsed. . not sustain-neith er could th e 

"A House by the L ake" is a aU1thor . . Old melodram a re-
ba d play; more than tv.:o turned in tull for ce. 
th~~sand . years ago,! dramatic I wisih I could say som ething 
cn~ic adv ised playwnohts n ot to . . , f th· od t·o I 
write for individual actors. It is m praise O .15 ·pr u c 1 n. a cor r upt ion and last n ight The was never thrilled, n ev~r fear -
Stage Club confirmed somewhat ful, an~ nev er h eld . This com-
belatedly that the old sa.ge pany ~s a good o,rue-so be on 
knew h is craft. guard •qefore the n E:w the~tre 

A camb.tn ation of the drawiing- opens. A d11eary_ set did not 1m-
r oom com edy ,tech nique with prove \he a tmospher~ and th e 
th e pseudo-psychological 'who- draib . cost~m es wearily con•· 
-dun--it' m otive this. •play, with trastmg with th e mass of red: 
a cas t who h a~dly knew wihieri.:· wa,lls wa,s · nq:t e•nco,u raging. 
l'to p1ace the empha.s1s and ' a I would . like to believe . that 
producer who clearly knew n ot tonight's: performance . will be 
'how to drrect his poirn:t, wa s a h appi.€ir. 
r,.oruu,sion. -- -- -- -----~--.------~--

To return to my opening quo-
taiion I could s carcely heaa.- the, 
first act ,and ihe fl.at, mono-
t,onous, unpiha-ased conver sa,tion, 
was a woeful cttsgrace to a com-
pain.y which has achlwed su{!h ' 
distinction in previous produc.;. 
.tions. . 

With such . flimsy writing and 
sUJCh a, w eak theme everything 
depended on th e _emqtionaJ.; 
depth ,orf voice , and concenj;ra-
ted coLlrse of direction and this . 
cast could not ach ieve , th~ j 
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"llouse By . The. Lake" 
·' 

(T~ the Editor, S.C.M.Post) 
\ 

S . Th r'°" 1 1·e·w of "Tha i.r,- e ., .. .- v , 

House By The L ake" which 
al)ipea r ed in . F 'riday.'s Morning · ' 
Post is not a responsible pie~~ 
of jouro,alism. ·· I w ill not argue 
with· Mr Hardie's views on 
the· performance or: ·. on t~e 
play, since as.. a cr1tw he. 1s 
obliged to e~press t h e reactions 
of h is taste, but I feel that the 
manner · of · h is expr ession and 
the ·tone of ·his , writing deserve 
comment. · 

It is certa inly invidious to 
compare the . perfor:mances of 
one group ~Ii thin a com1Pany to 
those of another. I fail to see 
that Mr Hardie's ,approval - o:t 
the recel;llt istaging of "Five 

1.Fin,ger E){ercise" :is •germane or 
I constructive in a : discussion of, 
' the play now being presented. 
_ - It is :grossly irnpo1it e to fail 
to mention the names of t hose 
persoos . who have -devoted . so 
much time and effort to the, 
production. E;ven if Mr Hardie 
believes their merits to, b e sucin 
that they were bet ter · left 
anonymous, common, courtesy 
d emands that he acknowledge 
by name at least the producer 
and principal _ actors. · 

Mr Hardie remarks th at the 
"dreary" set and "drab" co,s-· 
tumes were not "encouraging." 
A perusal of the script w ould 
show him such a set and such 
costumes are specifically provided 
for, to provide a so-mbre 
restr ained a tmosphere for tb~ 
draima. To criticise a, thing for- · 

, what it d oes not intend to be 
is hardly fair . 

STEPHEN WAILES. 
··;.lfh1
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