HK STAGE CLUB

‘House By

.

The Lake’

A Confusion

BY ALEC M. HARDIE

“Why ecan’t the English learn to speak?” As the
~opening of the new City Hall draws near, this is a sad

question to have to ask.

Our local companies are about | necessary

‘to be offered a wonderful oppor-
tunity. I can hardly believe
that the same company played
last night ai Loke Yew Hall as
scored such high marks in “A
Five-finger Exercise.”

Here we had a play obviously
written for a “star” actress and
without that star the whole weak
fabric collapsed.

“A House by the Lake” is a
bad play; more than two
thousand years ago a dramatic
critic advised playwrights not to
write for individual actors. It is
a corruption and last night The
Stage Club confirmed somewhat
belatedly that the old sage
knew his craft.

A combination of the drawing-
room comedy technigque with
the pseudo-psychological ‘who-
dun-it’ motive, this play, with
a cast who hardly knew wher:
to place the emphasis and a
producer who clearly knew mnot
how to direct his point, was a
confusion.

To return to my opening quo- |.
tation I could scarcely hear the:

first act and the flat, mono-
tonous, unphrased conversation
was a woeful disgrace to a com-~
pany which has achieved such
distinction in previous produc=
tions.

With such flimsy writing and
such a weak theme everything
depended @ on
depth of voice - and concenjra~
ted course of direction and this

cast could not achieve ‘»\_thei

the emotional |

dramatic tension.
Tension? It was completely
lacking; ~perhaps the high-
pitched tone of the Ileading

actors did not help a very un-
believable situation.

All the old ingredients were
available, including obvious
startling moments, a long bare
last scene that the actors could
not sustain—neither could the
author.  Old melodrama re-
turned in full force.

I wish I could say something
in praise of this production. I
was never thrilled, never fear-
ful, and never held. This com-
pany is a good one—so be on
guard before the new theatre
opens. A dreary set did not im-
prove the atmosphere and the
drab costumes wiearily con-~
trasting with the mass of red
walls was not encouraging.

I would like to believe that
tonight’s performance will be

happier.
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“House By The Lake” |
(To the Editor, S.C.M.Post)

Sir,—The review of “The
House By The Lake” which
appeared in Friday’s Morning
Post is not a responsible pieze
of journalism. I will not argue
with Mr Hardie’s views on
the performance or on the
play, since as a critic he 1is
obliged to express the reactions
of his taste, but I feel that the
manner of his expression and
the tone of his writing deserve
comment.

It is  certainly invidious to
compare the. performances of
one group within a company to
those of another. I fail to see
that Mr Hardie’s approval of
the recent staging of “Five
Finger Exercise” is germane or
-constructive in a discussion of-
the play now being presented.

It is grossly impolite to fail
to mention the names of those
persons. who have devoted. so
much time and effort to the
production. Even if Mr Hardie
believes their merits to be such
that they were betier left
anonymous, common  courtesy
demands that he acknowledge
by name at least the producer
and principal actors,

Mr Hardie remarks that the
“dreary” set and ‘“drab” cos-
‘tumes were not “encouraging.”
A perusal of the script would
show him such a set and such
costumes are specifically provided
for, to provide a sombre,
Testrained atmosphere for the
drama. To criticise a thing for
what it does not intend to be
Is hardly fajr,

STEPHEN WAILES.
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