HK Stage Ciub [ fo—
play this week

The Hongkong drama season commenced last
week with the Garrison Players’ presention of
‘Osborne’s “Look Back in Anger”.

#  Next Thursday, the Hongkong Stage Club*
first play of the season, “Simon and Laura” open
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week with the Garrison Players’ presention of
‘Osborne’s “Look Back in Anger”,

¢ Next Thursday, the Hongkong Stage Club’s
Airst play of the season, “Simon and Laura” opens-

' There are two significant
;.fi} features about the whole affair.
' For the first time in seven
years, the plays are not part
of the Festival of the Arts.
~ And this year, both companies 5
~chose to open the season with a
A contemporary work.
~~  The absence of the Festivall
~ is a sad thought; but whenf
the organisers decided tof
abandon something that wasf =
criticised and was lacking inf .
~ support, instead of endeavour-§
~ ing to improve upon it, there
~ is really very little the man-§ -
. in-the street can do. The fact§
“will have to be accepted. F
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that are as contrasting in appeal |
is they are erudite in talents.
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“Look Back” was an over-
helming box office success,|
hich means that the Cheshire !’"
lomes will benifit all the more, |
S the Garrison Players |
romised to donate part of}
heir proceeds to the Homes.

ion of “Simon and Laura’” for
he Stage Club will prove a
leasant change for those who
1ave just experienced the furor
f Jimmy Porter,

For it is a sophisticated
omedy. The dialogue and the |

e
wmour are sharp and refresh- | 4

ng, and a distinguished cast
hag been lined up to play the
main parts.

The Governor, Lady Black
and Miss Barbara Black will be
among those to attend the open-
ing night at Queen’s College on &=
Thursday nigbt. 1

A special attraction of the
“play will be the part of the
child actor Timothy, taken by
young John Schofield, whose |
portrayal of the “little horror” |
will doubtless prove a ,(‘gelight. ge”

The most important factor as

is that “theatre” exists for a
few days in Hongkong, that des-
pite being five years old, it is
still theatre of our time, and
that agreeing or disagreeing
with it, it provokes; and so per-
haps for three hours of their
valuable time. people may for-
get their effervescent social
rounds and their stock-market-
gymnastics and their miraculous
capacity for super-investment,
and come down to earth and find

out about some of us who are 3

living down here.

The only theatre is live thea-
tre, where the human element
can create a human contact be-
tween assimilated reality and
living reality—this contact was
there when I saw the play, the
review of which shook me out
of my torpor of acceptance of
local opinion, and I am thankful

that there are some people who

are enthused sufficiently to give
up much of their spare time to
create something positive rather
than wallow in the negativity
hich an over-full stomach and
ag under-fed mind. tends to
bfeed. So please, let's have
constructive criticism next time
at lgast let the motive force
behind it be equal to that which
dl}i,VES all those concerned with
local theatre to create something
which is more than worthy of
a not overdemanding auydience.
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| “Look Back” is not a great
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my head ‘dnto an_ip#¥eilectual
roose, by volizgTor Osborne as
a great playwright, yet he is
most assuredly a significant ong,
and despite the valid weak-
nesses his - expose “Paul
Slickey,” is literary ability has,
judging from most reliable re-
views m{hich I have -recently
read, gained universal approval
by virtue of his latest

“Luther.” and  his

er.” broadened
theatrical experience
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Sir,—May I raise my voice
this once in your columns. Your
the current Garrison
of “Look
! Back in Anger” must have been

theatrical
on precon-
ceptions of Osborne’s unpalatable
positive
pain as
he groaned in his critic’s chair
8 dquring a performance which for
him must have been an agony
. and 1
8 imagine him forcing his indig~
nation into an inspired orgy of
key-bashing as he panted feve-
rishly away, lost in a whirlpool
of amateur criticism, in order to
hit the morning reader with his
astounding revelation that “we
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LOOK BACK IN ANGER

DUE TO COMPLETE SELL-OUTS
FOR PERFORMANCES TO-NIGHT & TO- MORROW

NIGHT, RESERVED TICKETS/ ;:fg.;’
MUST BE COLLECTED BY 8. lsa{PM
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8ir—Mr Colvyn Haye, who
pregents “Look Back In Anger”
to the local audiences this sea-
| con, belleves 1hal they will find

it “good theatre,” but, looking =t
the play “with some objectivity,”
™ ne question its “theatrical
| quality.

Jimmy Porter's “outrageous |
tirades”™ mercly strike this |
nader puerile and silly, but
what repels this reader |
js  hot his pureility or
gilliness, but his insincerity, the
,mmurn.y of using protest as |
geture, Bince his main line of |
lrutml is to disparage anything |
8 in the old order, one has 1o ask |
" whalt are his.  positives against |
1. Tho answer seems 10 be that
pe has none, save for his in- |
 gstent, lelunmsnalc preferences |

(but nnl. it should be noted,
d1eal  approval) for (anypm«!w
: rcvoluﬂonary fire,” “en~
“ musta:m etc. to (anyone's)

hu&l[hnnmty " “lethargy,” ete.

“But @t least they do seem (o
| have a cause—not a particularly
good one, it is true, But....
which is more than you can say
for the rest of us.”” But he him-
sell does nothing (and it is
significant that being a “gate-
crashing plunderer” seems to be
the only active kind of protest
he ever makes); the justification
for his own inertia is evidently
his assumed superiority (the
“being awake and watching”
kind of superiority) to both.
Which reminds one of Mr T, S.
Eliot's: “It is belter to do evil
than to do nothing; at least- we
exist.” But Jimmy, like
Eliot, seems to believe that to
know (but not to do) is even
better.

_One can also detect this
affected superiority behind self-
mockery in his recurrent ques-
tioning of the reason for con-
tinuing to read the posh week-
lies, etc., the inference of which
is obviius: “I know better than
to enjoy these things, of course,

[u)m our r

Good theafre?

do.” But of course he can, and
does, enjoy doing such things
(is his activityl in life as re-
| stricted as he asks us to be-
| lieve?), just as he enjoys love-
making, clowning and horseplay.
This pose of jaded misanthropy
is merely a camouflage for his
real sin: hig irresponsibility not
| so much to societyl as to him-
self. Actually, from
monsensical point of view, he-
ing of his generation brings hiim,
no serious disadvantages: any

man, having a good . education
and passable material comforts,
can always find his footing in
society. It 3s mainly his own
fault that he is a failure in life.
A larger , implication, how-
ever, enwrge from nis
marital situation: the argurnent
that only actual suffering can

«, his personal
agedy is mlevant to his social
\1ew—suppose that only -his
class (or his kind) know real
snig ing? Many have suffered.
t all a{lt;, hk'le‘tht y, d;;

by life. at Jimmy's

iﬁi is also the author’s is
brought out clearly in the final
scene, where Jimmy is explam-
ed as “out of his time” 'The
truth is a man like Jlmmg is
"out of his ﬁme’ in any period,

no cnnﬁthce in the poa%ilmes
of the present; the difference 1s
the Colonel has something con-
crete—the lost values of a past
—to look back to, but Jimmy
m s his consolation in

from

glnedo

present. In these passages

but there is nothing better to |

the com- B

ulc 'S

telling betrayal of its specious-
ness: he was

untouched w
would  defile him,” yet heueg.r:
chaste himsell in their" pre-
marital relationship  (“It cer-
Mmy is (rmmy)—-knovrmg
him,” commnts Cliff.) To act
| Gmpulsively) against one’s pri-
vate morality is not unnatural,
but to behave consciously in a
mode that is lm one’s pri-
| vate morality is highly un-
natural.

To suggest his is a marriage
for revenge would seem ridicul-
ous: it is obviously a marriage
of love, and it is love that the
play fmally asserts. But the
sanclimoniousness in the finale
makes one wonder  what
| kind of “love” his is, and§
|what kind of soclety hel
wants. “l may be a lost cause;
but I thought if you loved me,
it needn’t matter.,”  One ean
reverse the statement and ask:
she may be a lost cause; but if
be loves her, need it matter?
Alison’s  ritualistic  suffering
through her miscarriage finally
brings her to his level; but has
he (who has seen, but has mnot
gone through, actual suffering)
made any effort to “sweat his
guts out” himself? The answer
seems to be: squirrels are
reconcilable to bears only after
they have “grovelled and crawl-
ed in the mud,” but they are
still squirrels; bears (whose
“suffering” and “loneliness” are
very much taken for granted)
are, on the other hand,
‘“heaviest, strongest creatures in
the world” by birth-right, and
do not meed this kind of hell-
fire redemption, (It may seem
farfetched to compare Mr John
Osborne to  Mr Eliot, but a
comparison the “religious”
quality of “Look Back In Anger”
to that of Mr Eliot’s “The
Cocktail Party” would W
the two authors have more in
common than people think.)

N. T. CHOW. *
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production in

Sir, — The . ]
of the original

. Hongkong
. “Angry” .play was d t
. cause controversy, and it is
. worthwhile to examine your
" correspondent’s  arguments a
| little more closely than they
: *deserve at first sight. “ ‘Look
. Back in Anger’ is not a great
- play but it is a significant one.”
Perhaps Mr Talbot would in-
| form those of us who think the
u\ play a bore and the anger
. synthetic, in what “way is
'*‘1* Osborne * significant, and about
}}tha‘t? e vs L

| most of ‘the other “Angry”’
writers: they are angry at not
being the Estabhshment them-
| selves—in  other words an
| acute
dlges’uon.

“The

“Look Back In Anger

bound to

1 think your critic has

form -of envy atid m-

- sages are for Western Union,

come to the conclusion that ali
it really means is that the live
theatre is—Ilive. Surely not a
very profound statement aftex
all the verbiage?

The real crux of the matter is
that Mr Talbot has missed the
point of newspaper criticism,
It is not to proclaim virtues or
otherwise of either the type of
play or the basic theme.
Rather, it is to say whether the
play is good of its type and
whether the production review-
ed was good or not. A good
critic will thus give his .o
1eactions to the play and his
reasons for these reactions; this
done
tle thought that the play is not
at all good of its type, and ihat
this production was, despite
this, good. These views are &s

valid as Mr Talbot’s. Even. if
Hongkong is culturally starved
(or is it a hunger-strike?) that
is no reason to greet any play
with unmodified ‘rapture,

As Mr Goldwyn said, mes-

not plays. :
LiUCIANUS.



] {Cheshire Homes
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- DESPERATE NEED

“The Cheshire Homes thrive by using things other
]peop!o discard,” Group Captain Leonard Cheshire said
{yesierday at a party given in his honour at the Union

Restaurant.

People of many walks of life
dand  denominations who had
fhelped in any way to start the
M Cheshire Home, recently opened

A at Chung Hum Kok near the
P Stanley Peninsula, were invitad
‘ . Sl to meet the Group Captain who

S has devoted his life o the set-
; vice of-incurables and homeless

\ 3 all over the world™ He thanked

18t every one present for the work
2 - . M done voluntarily and sportane-
3 RN S8 ously in® response to the appeal
' . RS in the Colony started by Lt-Cal |
"Ni.gel Watson. \
8 | Speaking of the impressions |
“of his first visit to Hongkong,l

Sk N ‘T:*f‘ + .!’-"ti'_'iGroup Captain Cheshire said he
1k s S \was particularly struck by the

41
b vigour and virility of the Colony.
B This is a

| REFUGE FOR THOSE IN §

| and provide them with shelter,

bits of crockery, furniture and

| tary help we can get.

in the New Territories.

4

I
place. So much is being done

here and yet people are willing
to come {forward and do that
much extra because of the great
need,” he added.

He spoke of the main aim of
the Cheshire Homes to house
those in desperate circumstances
who have nowhere else to go, to.
care for the chronically sick, in!
as homely an atmosphere as B
possible. “We try to make oue !
people as useful and productive
as possible for their own sakes
as well as others. They leam
to help and care for each other
as members of one family.”

Group Captain Cheshire said §
that once the need and the rea-|
sonableness of their appeal was}¥
realised, the public was quick to
respond. “We care for the sick ‘
and  incurable ones for whom
no place can be found in hos-
pital or institution and at lite-
rally one-sixth of the cost.
MEALS -AND SHELTER

“We give them Tegular meals
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then we ask people to give us
anything ‘they do not want,
household articles that are no
longer needed. That is the way
all our Cheshire Homes started,
on nothing, but collecting odd

of course, using all the volun-

“Anyone who wishes o go out
t6 Chung Hum Kok will be’
found something to do, whether
it is bricklaying, gardening 'or
writing letters. Donations, no
matter how small, are most ac-
ceptable, but the spirit of ser-
vice is the mainstay of our

es,” he said. £
cknowledgment was made o
wo donations announced yester-
ay by Mr John Leckie. These
ere the gift of $1,000 from Mr
ang Shiu-kin and the presen-
ation of a cheque for $1,000
rom the Garrison Players.
roup Captain Cheshire, who
leaves the Colony today, says
that he hopes to return to
Hongkong in a year’s time and
see another Home by that time
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