
lHK DRAMA SEASON OPENS 
1-11( SLage f: luh 
play Lhis weel\.. 

The llonidw n" c.lramu scui.on commenct-'tl Ju,1 
" eek "ith the Ga rri ~on PlaycrR' prc~cntion of 
(h hornc's " Look Back in AnKcr". 

~,. , L Th ur~day, thl· llong krmg l-i la¥<• ( luh' 
111·•, l play r,f thr· ~!'a ;rrn , ''Simon a nrl La11rn'' OJJ•'" 

·111111• Mr• tw, , , 411: r"'.--~------:""-,...-
~~:ur\;1/1fl;o: l~•,m~ hu:~: ~ ,'.!i ~ C::,O\ f> - \'\<-... f.4' \..i) 
t ~•uthcut, ~::t ,~;• 1~1;;' l~'' O<J'"\a~'"..(L L~ l~4 f 
And \t-lu y ,~r. bc.,th I om 11anlt;"; 
~(111( 0 11• lht 1·a N 1 , .... 11h a 
~nt1 i.,,,ra, m k 

T h P a b"'f' n r '° at l h r I M llv.i 
b • •ad lho u1 ht. , bu t " h••n 
th,. urra n /'(('r,,, d rdd f"J u 
• ha nd o n "'0nlf l hln1 lh ll l \\ il\ 
t'tl lkl';4"d a nd w u l a('kln1 In 
1I IJPJ)Orl, lnJr, lt"&d or t'fld l'.& \ 'OUr • 
ln1 lo In.pro \ t' upon It, lhr rr 
le rtt ll y , 1.'I"')' lltll 1• the- m 11 n -
ln - lh r .. trf'f' L can do. The- ract 
\\ Ill h a vf' lo b r :tCCl'Plt'd . 

l fo \l.c-vf'r Y.e ha,1• t wo play, 
tha t ar c a, C'ontnhlln,1 In app<"a l 
j,: l h (•y a rt• t·rud llc.· In tn k n la 

" Lu,,k Dal:k" was on uv1.: r­
whelmlnt box (1 ffi t i• , u,·u·-...-., 
whi<:h uu:an, !hat tht" Clw:ihl r e 
l foml .. will h<:1 11 fil all thc- murt•, 
8$ the Garrl~on P in> c- r 
1> r omt1c.•d ti , d11nntc r,a rt or 
the ir pr,11 t·t-<b tu 1ht: Hum(' 

Rt,bc-Tt \"all dcr Pi .'■ 5,;r .. 1uc­
Uc;.u 01' • S mon and Law- .. Jo:-
1.ho St.act C lub will Pf'0\•1..• a 
pl .. n 1 c-h.ln&t• fvr th'°..Y,c who 
h.a.v Ju:rt 1Xt,«t1\1K."C'd !he fur:L"'I 
Of Junmy Ponl·r. 

For it js; a 90Ph.isl1catl'd 
comedy. Tht.• dia logue- and !he 
humour ar(' t- harp 3nd refresh­
ing, and a d 1,. tinaui..-.hc-d cast 
ha. bu_..,i lmt..'U u p to plily the 
mam p rt• 

Th.: Governor, !Ady B 'ack 
and MlS..-. Barbara Bl<iCk w ,U be 
amon1,; lhfr<: to ..tll nd the o pa.--n­
mg night a t Queen'& CollctL' ..,n 
Thursd.Jy njgh t. 

A sPtclaJ a ttraction of the 
play will bf' the pa rt of the 
c hild act-Or Timothy, taken by 
you~ John Sc hofi f' ld , whose 
portraya l of the .. litt le bor-ror' ' 
wJJJ doubUees prove a dell,-h t. 

"Looi, lhrl in \ lll(('r" 

(To th e.· lAl.S , , •• , t' M ,.,ut l} 

S1r,-:-.t1r I , ,1 "" my vul( 1• 
11111 Ollct Ill ;ou1 co1um111 Y,,u, 
Ull!C ul Uw lUIU-r1t c..,.11 11 u n 
T t'l'I' 1,,1 uducl ,lJn or ·· Look 
Uark. lu A ll l!,l' I " r, 1U t hJ\.'t bC'<:JJ 
IIU lt t·tllll .. 11: rove lh( ~ l rl( ti 
btllyach~ nurHa • d on '-1tuon­
C'eµU on1 or Osborn(•'• unpal3ta ble 
tare, UU lhlll'd Jnto a pot ltive 
fr(' n zy c., f dttp•rou lrcl 1,~l n a 
h~ &J'Oat1Ni in hla crll lc' l•ha lr 
dur: n~ a l,ii•rfurmant:r whkh fo r 
I hn mu I hove Lcl'n .rn oi l ODy 
or protrat ted u.lu ea, and J 
lJllllJlllc him Cou,ng h i . 1nd11:­
n.1t10n in to :.i n 1n, p ln-d on:y o f 
kl')"•ba,hinc as h{• l,IAlllCd teve­
ri1lily a way. I08l in :i whirlpool 
v r ;um::at c.•u1· t·ritu ·brn , 1n urclt·r to 
t1 I 1"- , rnurnm .,,. l t'.JC. l ·r wllh hl K 
a•tolmd1ng r<.-.v<•Jaliun lhnt "we 
t\ -l robl.,{'d .'' 

I'm snrrv. lhi" I• n·t ' " n;i 
<nc.uth- 1 c·,m lnkt• hlm ..i·- .n 
;·veragc mc·mber of :::in avora,rc 
nucJil:nce., b ut I ('..innot take him 
.13 .i cntic who u ,:cs !-pace Jn 
you r col umn~ to throw a dis­
j ointed and nM VNY doz,zling 
nrray of br ickbatJ at an aspect 
of theatre which hb; fellow­
citizens have little or no oppor­
tunity to experieoce in the cu1-
'u ra lly moribund backwaters Qf 
4 British Colony. 

The most Important factor a.!I "Look Back" is not a gre:tl 
far a• I persona lly am concerned play, but It is a signlflcant one: 
is tha t " theatre" exists for a I would .,~t, at thi.9 stage 
tew days In Hongkong, that des• my bead into an ectuaJ 
pite being ftve years old, it ls roose, by v · or Osbome as 
still theatre or our time, and a great playwright, yet he JJ 

that agreeing or disagreeing :::,oJt ad~ ~;~y i;c sJ~~~CflTJ!ian:: 
with it , It provokes; and so per-
haps for three hours ot their ~l~~ e:Y," t is ~~ra~;P~:m;•1:i~~~ 
;:~ua~~~i;im:ff~~!~e~ay ~cl~j Judging !rom most rcllabJe rr-
rounds and their stock-market- views which I have recently 
gymnu Ucs a nd their miraculous read, _gained univcrsaJ approw,I 
capacity for super-investment, ,b7 virt~; ol his JotC"St. play 
a nd come down to earth and find 'Lulh~r. and his broadened 
out. about some of us who are th('a tricat experience provea that 
hving down here. he is not, most c~rtainly not, 

~ the frat..d yqur rev1ewer makes 
The only theatre ls Jive thea- .!?,im out 1o be . .--

tr(;, where the human element 
can cn:.it<: a human con tact be­
tween assimilated reality and 
Jiving reality-this contact was 
ther~ when I 53W the pl.iy, the 
review or which shook me out 
or my torpor ot acceptance ot 
!oral opinion, and J om thankful 
that thr're are some people who 
are ent hu&ed ,ufflclcntly to cive 
up muc:h of th('Jr spare time to 
M"t.a t• aomethinc positive rather 
than waUo, in the negativity 
l(hkh an over-full stomach and "t undPr-fed mind tend• to 
b ~- So please, Jet'• have 
c.: i&lruclive r-rlllrhm next time 
rjd • t 1~:ut , .. t th.- molfve force 

~d>lnd II be •1wol to that ..,hJ,h 
ddvH all thote conl:'f'rned with 
I ,ol lbealr• k, creat, oom•lblnf 
w1'Jch 11 mor~ than worthy of 
a not OVff'df"fflandlnJ: • Lfdlenc-e. 

Mlnu.a. ~ -

BACK IN 
E TO COMPUTE SELL-OU 

CES TO-NIGHT & T 
IGHT, USHVED TICK 
11 COLLICTIO IY I. IS 

/ Fron.: our readPrs 
---- ---- --- - - -- - -

Good theatre? 
811,--Jdr r_:..i.,,, H :21>1 beln70I <d lte -

: l:&.IJot!;'~ l~n 11w llltl • ~ W.:t'!:Z::""he ~ 
~.:J=~~1.::?ir~nni: ~w'tfk~ ~ .:U:: 
the f~ ..._,u, Miff.et ob)edM.t7 ~ ~.I In lbeiT ~ 
, .. Ml ,~ qac,ttou U• thwtrl!.:.U a:terl!AI rela~ t· n ce--

11uolll3 ~~!~~I~~ 
u~~ =• ~•~ ( a:nwlJty~) ~ "ce ■ ISi • 
, r■ dff P U r11 i: 111-<J ■ lily, lNl nt. llDf...alil.7 .. lltA mmava.J. 
V, l1■ l ttpe.lt lWI rudtr bm lo bchav• ~ ID • 
lJ not lib pu11.:.u 11, or •ntdci t.ba-1 S. aolmt ~• on• JJ<•KW. bul hb ,.....,._.,..,,, u .. ~!~'.""'allt7 u h!ih)y IID-

~ ~~81~ ~.~ : 'ro ~ hi■ b • rr~map 
.,.-_, la 1,, d~., ,c !or=- ,.""3d - r ldlwl-
JO U1 1_ 1,i!J ,,rd( • one t \f.1 ■ak aur. It ll obt-anush' a ml:1'1'\aa9 
• hAI . , hu ··••llli• •P ¥\ of l<rl~. •nit It .. - llull u.. 
at n,11 atlr#'f!T,.. :1ne w be lhat i,tay ananr aaen,. But tbe 

t,u rum, , 1ave for ha In,. =~JC:!11 ~ = ~•~u:= t,, {:.' f ,.,~ , kJnd of "Ion, ' hlll lo, -
« • I oWIO\ I ) ) f ,,. < ■1,J'M •J :.~ "!.j1.,..;',,., ~<I.:. 
rt.1\·otu1uuuy nro:• • (n• but J thCJu&h t u J"OU loved me,, 

1hu...'"\aa,n.' l le t,, fa nyoo,t, , Ji r.ttml"t m.tter." Ooe ratt 
J.wA! lan11: n,t1 ... .. h .. 1harp,•• ek' rncne tho S"~ and Mk 

• Uu.t Qt h."3.A 11 cy dr., C('\:Jn Lr, llbe- may be • lost cau■e, but It 
tJl.vi a cau.tt: -no~ • JA1tllc\L1tl t.c lov~ bc.r. r,cett Jt maua1 ' °',d uh,. It i1 tn.11.: Uut • Ataon•• ntualbuc ,:ufferin& 
whil11 1.1 nl(lrc- th.an )'OIJ <.tm soy lhrouih her mhc;irn.i119 flzla.Uy 
tor U,c tot of. u._•• llut he him- Lrtnp her to bu k-vel; but hu 
M·U d,,._ 110\Junt (a.nd Jl LI he (will, hH 1ttn, but ha out 1i&ziJflc·..,111t tlUtL bc.inic • •·ptc.-- £Lill'> 'hrou1h. actual sufferiDC) 
C.Taahm1 plu1"11.;11 r" K t;mt tv be ,made any dt.ort to .. l=Weat h&a 
the only aclh<" kind or pr,,t{S cu1 , wl" h1rrw111 The ...-wer 
hc- C'VM' m.akf':S) ~ tlH: lu.tluc:.! 1.ou &ecm• lo be; J.qu.l.lTcl• IIJ't: 
for hlJ <Jwn Jne:rHa b C\1Jdtl1Uy rcc:o1 cil.;ltlo to bean only after 
bu .-.wr"-11 liU'pl:r1onLy ( the I the,., have .. crovelkd and crawl­
''?Cllli awake and wntdi.in-(' c.d in lhc mud," but they ue 
hmd or 11U.l)eriont1 J to lx,Ll!· 1tlll r.quJrrels; bears (whoae 
Which rutunds one o( Mr T. S. •-.ut?erinr and "lonelineu" are 
Eliot.'t: ''lt U bct.tcr lO do ev1.l \·cry much taken tar cran.ted) 
thf:ln to do nothing; al leut we arc, on 1bc other hand the 
~-" But Jimmy, llkc Mr "heaviest, atroogcsl creat.unlS In = ~~ :u~) ~~.: ~c n~rr~~:ythls~rl~t,h~ 
better. fire redemption. (IL may aeem 

One can also detect th.ts faT:fetched to oompare Mr John 
affected SUJ)eriOl'lty behind oclf- Osborne 1o Mr Elio~ but a 
Jl'..ockery m his recurrent quea- comparison the "religioUS'' 
tioniog of the rooson I.or CO!l- quality ot "Look Back In Anger'• 
linuing to read the posh week- to thal ot Mr Eliot's "The 
lies, etc., the inference of whlch Cocktail Party" would suggest 
Ui obviius: "I know belt.er than the two authors have more in 
to enjoy these things, of course, I oorrunoo than people think.) 
but there is nothing better to N. T. CHOW. 
do." But of oou.rw he can, and 
docs, enj0y dointl such tlun,,o, 
(Is bis activilY. In li!e as ro­
str-jcted as he asks u., to l:-e­
Ueve?) , just as he enjoys lovc­
makint, clowning and horseplay. 
This pose Of jaded misanl.hro!>Y 
1, merely a camouflage for h ls 
real i,.in: his Jlrt'Sp<>nsibihty not 
so much to society a-s to tum-
t:ell. Actually, !rom the cc,m-
monscnsieal point. o( view, l'c-
ing or hif; gcn,er.1Uon brine,. h.i.n 
no ,erioui disadvantJp: any 
man, twving a good education 
and paMablc m:iterlal comfort., 
can always /lnd hi-I: !ooUnJ in 
society. IL is mainly his own 
(auJt Uwt he is a !ailure in life. 

ev!-, 1:- •=t~mh~i; 
mari t...1 1 idtuatJon: the ar,umcnt 
that only actual sufTerJng can 

~C.M () _ ~ ~•U-l.i) 
oc..'t .. il,~ t. ,.:).. ' 

l ~<■ I 

··Look Back In Anger" 

-Che,;hire Home!i 

C'Dale !o the amclu...ao 
it rally mans ia that 
tbe:etre J.1--li\e. s 
nr, proCound .u• 
a:Jtbr~: 

Tbe rm.I cna ot the mat.ter u 
lhllt Mr Talbot hu mu■ed the 
p,l.nt of ne-wsp.per c1! 
I: 1s not IO pro,clan Vir'lllft o 
uthd'W'Ue of elths- the type e,; 
i,lay or the buic theme. 
Rather, i! 11 to •7 WC\etber Lhe 
plq II eood of u.s type and 
whlfl.ba- Ule praduct&oa rr.~­
t!'d wu iood or not. AC 
~1"1':.IIC 1'tll" lhua llW bu o 
tne:.Jau • UM: pl.ay a.ad ti• 
rnaa,- for thee raictJOnJ;; th~ 
I Wnlr l_. critic 11u don 
rle tboallbl w, Lbr pla,1 tJ co 
a t au aood Of its tJ'l)e, a.ad \hat 
tL!.t Pf'Oduc:'Jon WU. dsp1t.e 
t.tb Pod Thew VWW'9 are .. , 
• Afid as 'Mr Talbot•.a. ETffl J..f 

J(~ a llm,~~~!;'~ 
b no ttamn to ereet any play 
w!tti vt:.=.cW1..Aed npturl'". 

A.a Mr Gold--syn Ad, ma­
.,~ are ror Wntern Unloa. 
no! plaJI,. 

REFUGE FOR THOSE IN 

DESPERATE ~EED 
'' l he Chet!hire Hume_, lhrin b) u..iJlg; lhiDgs other 

peopl~ di-.eard.~ &toup Capwn L,onard Ch.,.hire said 
yesterday al a plrty g;i.-en in his honour al the l:nion 
Restaurant. 

PE"(iple of many walks of life ~ ce. So m.Jeb b being 00.oa 
and ".'I · ""lo=Tt i.'"'la!ior..s -;a.-bo b::;;ri ?';en. a~ yl!t people an willin,g 
helped in any •1,;ay t:> s-..ar.. the to come !anrard anrl. do th .. ~ 
Cheshire Ho"fle. re::eotly ope::.ed =:.itb ~.ra 'became of the ceat 
at ChJ:1g HU!D Kok ::::ie-.r t!:e t:Ped.. ~ he adde-a. 

~~=~t ~~~ ~~~~~ th~~~ct~:amroab~! 
has devoted his li!e to the sa-- those in ~te circumstar.crs 

:tfeoS!rfflth~1!~\ctt ~e ~ :.~ ~;e~~=:i~1u, ~~ : 
every one present f9r the , ·oik u b-..meiy a.a ;tmasphere l\S 
done v(¥untarily and spaniar.e- pcsrible. .rwe try to ll!ake our 
ousl.)- \n ~nse to the a-:,pe:il people u useful and producti.e 
in the Colony .started by Lt-Cnl 3S po!Silile Sor t.beir o-.rn sakes 
Nigel Wnlsoo. as well as othtt!. fltey lNm 

S;,ealtin~ ot the im;,ressions I to help and care for each othu 
or his first vWt to Hongkong, u membr~ or _one bffl.i:1y." 
Group Captain Cheshire said he Group Captain Cheshire said 
v.-o• p.irticul~ly struck by the that once tbe need. and the re.•-

~1~fsr 
8:1 !in~tt°( ~Ju~~~g ~~e:be 0Jub~ll'w!~~ck~ L...:.:::.:._::....;'-'="--=----, respond_ -V.-e care !or \he sick 

and incurable ones tOt' v.-bom arOU&C people to the awarcnes911 
or the l"'NI Y3luc.-. o! Life ls a 
pcrtincnl one, but It a har<l!y 
realised in J immy', pcr■onnl :.it­
tltudc. Why &hould he - as ­
A,umlnfi! that his prr5< n.-i l 
Lrageriy Ii-- rele,..clnt to his roctal 
\·iew-suppoSC that only hts 
class (or his kind) kno"- r~al 
5UffC'l'mg? Many have suffered. 
but ~ot all arc, hke Jimmy, de­
fea ted bY Ul~. That Jimmy'o 
vJ<--v.· is also the author's a 
brou&ht out clearlT in the ftna l 
,cene, where Jimmy is exphnn­
ed as "out of hls time." The 
truth Is a man like Jimmy i.o 
"out of his time" in any perioc:J. 
1.iike Oolonel Redfern, he haw 
no confidence in the l)0911bllities 
of the urcsent; the difference J"l 
the Colonel ha, something con­
crete-the lost. va lue-. o f ~ 1Jast 
-to look back to. but J immy 
merely finds ht. COll901ation 1n 
an lmatlned order remote from 
the present. In these pauaaea 
he pracUcallv elves hlmlelt 
away: ''Phoney, or course .... 
Still, I resret it 10mehow-. rt 
you ha\"P no world ot your own. 
Jt Ml rat.Mr p1easant to rcO"et 
tbe ~ma ot aomeone ebe'a. 1• 

Sc.~P -
no place can be found in hos­
pital or lnstitub.on and at lilt-­
rally one-sixth of the cost. 

.AllSC1n'1 dlacloturc hl■ 111oo,e 
t,ut hanh" maraUty 11 al,o a 

°)£.C.."-M ~1..(L l't 1 1 't (o j 

112.oc.u .. os ~Q...on, 
t..lC.~~ 

MEALS b.ND SHELTER 
'·We give them ~ar meW. 

and provide them w,,th shelter, 
then we ask people to cive u.:: 
anytblng the,- do not want, 
household articles thaL are no 
l ong.:-r neede-d. That is the way 
all our Cheshire Homes .started, 
on nothing, but collecting odd 
bits of crockery, furniture and 
o( course, us~ all the volun­
tary help we can geL 

"Anyone who wishes to go out 
tt1o ChUDS H lm Kok will b e . 

ho'fsd b~~~Jn~, logfrode:~~thi~ 
writing letters. Donallons, no 
malter how small, are most ac­
ceptable, buL the spiriL ot ser­
vice is the mainstay of our 

cs," he said. 
clcnowlcdgmcmL was made ot 

wo donations announced yestc.r­
a.y by Mr John Leckie. These 

were the ilfl ot $1,000 trom Mr 
ang Shiu-kin and the presen­

ation of a cheque for $1,000 
rom the Garrison Players. 

roup Captain Cheshire, ,vho 
]eaves the Colony today, says 
that he hopes to return to 
Hon&)tong in a year's time and 
an another Home by that time 

in the NC!\\' Territories. 



HI( Stage Club 
play this week 

The Hongkong drama season commenced last 
week with the Garrison Players' presention of 
Osborne's "Look Back in Anger". 

Next Thursday, the Hongkong Stage Club's 
first play of the season, ''Simon and Laura" opens. 

There arc two significant " 
features about the whole affair. 'CO\ f- ~~ 4..4' \..v 
For the first Hme in · seven 
years, the plays are not part O<.> o 'ib ~CL 'Ll.t. l ~ 41 
of the Festival of the Arts. 
And this year, both companies 
chose to open the season with a 
contemporary work. 

The absence of the Festiva 
is a sad thought; but when 
the organisers decided to 
abandon something that was , 
criticised and was lacking in 
support, instead of endeavour-
ing to improve upon rt, there 
is really very little the man-
in-the street can do. The fact 
will have to be accepted. 

However, we have two plays 
1that are as contrasting in appeal 
is they are erudite in talents. 

"Look Back" was an over-

1 whelming box office success, 
· which means that the Cheshire 

Homes will benifit all the more, 
as the Garrison Players 
promised to donate part of 
their proceeds to the Homes. 

Robert van der Poel's prod!uJc­
·tion of "Simon and Laur.a" fo:::­
the Stage ClU/b will proive a 
pleasant change for tho,se who 
have jwsit exiperienced the furo1~s 
of Jimmy Porter. 

For it is a soiphisticated 
comedy. The dialogue and the 
humour are sharp and refresh­
ing, and a distinguished cast 
has been lined lllP to. play the 
main parts. 

The Governor, Lady Black 
and Miss Bart>ara Black ,vill be 
among thooe to att:md the open­
ing night at Queen's C'ollege on 
Thursday night. 

A special attraction of the 
play will be the part of the 
ehild actor Timothy, taken by 
young John Schofield, whose 
portrayal of the "little horror" 
will doubtless prove a de.ight. 
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in-the street can do. The fact 
will have to be accepted. 

However, we have two plays 
1at are as cont rasting in appeal 
they are er udite in talents. 
"Look B ack" was an over­

·h elming box office success, 
·hich means that the Cheshire 
[omes will benifit all the more, 
s the Garrison Players 
romisc•d to donate part of 
heir prnccccls to the Homes. 

~

Ho!wrt va11 cl c r JJocl's proclttc­
on ol "Simon an I Lnura " l o:­
c Stage Club will p 11,vc a 
ens.int 1·lwr1g1• for lllo:;c wh o 
tve: ju l PX!)< ncnccd the furors 
r Jimmy l'ortl·r. 

For it is a sophisticntecl 
omccly. The dialogue and the 
umour an• sharp and rcfrcsh­
ng, and a clistingui hcd cast 
as been !med up lo play the 
ai n 1;.:irt.~. 
The Governor, Lady Black 

nd Miss Barbara Black will he 
mong thorn to att.nd the opcn­
ng night at Queen's College on 

Thursdny night. 

A special attraction of the 
I>lay will be the part of the 
child actor Timothy, taken by 
young John Schofield, whose 
portrayal of the "little horror" 
will doubtless prove a delight. 

"Look Back 1n ft nger" 
(To the Editor, s .C.M.Post) 

Sir .-::\1:ay I raise my voice 
thh once in your columns. Y_ou r 
cr it ic of the current Garrison 
ru.ye.rs' production of ' 'Look 
Back in Anger" must havE:: been 
suffering a grave theatrical 
bellyache nurtured on precon­
ceptions of o ~borne's unpala table 
fare, t itillated into a positive 
frenzy of deep-rooted pain as 
he groaned in his critic's chair 
qur'fng a performance which for 
him must hav~ b een an agony 
of protracted nausea, and I 
imugine him forcing his indig~ 
nati<m lnto an inspired orgy of 
key-bn~hing n he panted feve-
r ic; ltly :1woy, lost in a whirlpool 
or runat,•u r c·r itir-isrn, in orcler to 
I ii Ow rn1,rnrn,, r cadcr with hi~ 
~1s louncl 111g revelation lhaL "we 
w uz rolJI.Jed ." 

I'm rnrry. this i.:n' t gooo 
enough-I can take him as :-in 
~vcragc m ember of an a verage 
a udicr1ec,• bul I curnot take him 
a:., 11 critic who uses space !n 
your columns to throw a dis­
jointed and not very dazzling 
array of brickbats at an aspect 
of theatre which his fellow­
citizens h ave little or no oppor­
tun ity to experience in the cul­
turally mor ibund backwaters of 
a Br itish Colony. 

The most important factor as "Look Back" is not a great 
far as I personally am concerned play, but it is a significant one ; 
is that "theatre" exists for a I would ,,ot, at this stage · 1 

few days in Hongkong, that des- my head into an · ectual 
pite being five years old, it is P-oose, by v · or Osborne as 
still theatre of our time, and a great playwright, yet he .is 
that agreeing or disagreeing moSt a ssuredly a significant one 
with it, it provokes; and so per- and despite the valid w eak~ 
haps for three hours of their nE:sses qf his expose ''Paul 
valuable time people may for- ~Hic~ey," ·his literary ability has, 
get their effervescent social J~dgmg fr_om most reliable re­
rounds and their stock-market- views "':'hlch I have ·recently 
gymnastics and their miraculous ~<:_ad, _gamed universal approval 
capacity for super-investment, .. f llirt~; of his latest play 
and come down to earth and find t u ~r. and his broadened 
out about some of us who are hhca~ncal experience proves that 
living down here. r:- the Is not, most certainly not 

1'-. . e frattd your reviewer make; 
The only theatre is live thea- J:!.!m out to °?e. ___ 

tr<:!, where the human element 
can create: a human contact be­
tween assimilated reality and 
living reality-this contact was _ _..,.,,,.:.--c•., 
there when I saw the play, the 
review of which shook me out 
ot my torpor of acceptance of 
local opinion, and I am thankful 
that there are some people who 
are enthused sufficiently to give 
up much of th€ir spare time to 
create something positive rather 
than wallo;xr in the negativity 
tt_hich an over-full stomach and 
au under-fed mind tends to 
b:t;eed. So please, let's have 
co'nstructive criticism next time 
and at least let the motive force 
b ehind it be equal to that which 
drives all those concerned with 
lQcal theatre to create something 
which is more Lhan worthy of 
a not overdemanding audience. 

MICHAEL 'ltu,BOT. 
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Good theatre? 
Sir-~lr Colvyn Haye,, vlbO telling betrayal of it& specious­

prea,,~l<I Look Baock Jn Anger'' ne911: he was angry with her 
to t.M Joe.al audiences lhl5 sea- cha.ten- because "he seemed 
1, n b<•Ucves that they will fu,d lo th,nk ao untouched woman ,( "good t!'eatre,'' but., J?'*-1~ • ! "'ould dcflle him," yet ht: ·••as 
the pJaY 'with."°"''" obJecOv1ly, chute lumlk'U in lheir pre-
900 may qu~t1on 1ta '"thealric:4il m.aribl refa~p ("'lt ccr­
quah1Y•" t..lnJv la (funny) -kno...l:llg 

him." r.omrnrrts Cliff. / To act J 1rnrnY Port.<:r'a ''uutragevu..i ( llll1'Uwvely ) against c,ne·• i:,,rt-
t.Jratl• ' m tTU!y striJLE, U,ill vale morality la not unnatural, 
rcarler puvr ilc and •Uly, but but I(, behave Cdlk'iouily m a 
wh•L rcrwl• lhb rcadtr mode lbat .is against one•• p r1-
ls 1101 hill pwclhty or ••to mc,ralily b highly un-
iillJne>at, l,ut hi J1>:1n<•.:r1ty, Uw u~lural. 
i lli111t • nLy ,,r ua1J1g v•olcst aa Tr, wig l hb u a mama,:e 
~~tun·. 61111 o his maln lu"' ,,r f,,r rcvt'Dle '.laould ,ccm ridicU.1-
1'~'1.cst. Ill 1,, fllsvora~ ar1,1hlng ous: u i. c,l;wloualv a marna,e 
JJI U,, "Id <,nlcr, •mo MS Ii, bd< of lt,vc, and It la Jr,vo that tbe 
.,1i11t ,,ru h i» p<,,dt.rvu. 11,in, ~ pJ3y ttnallv "51erU. But t.llC 
,1 ·n11, ""'" ' r "' 11"' t,, bu that. nr1'1lmon!,,us,_ In lha ftnala 
t 1' IJUa nr,n,, ave• t,,t hlJ Jr,. nu;J,;c, ,,ne wonder 'Wb.at 
jl!lt11t, l111IJ<;1:ni111n1,1-0 JJTd<:rt7K'J kind ,,r "J,;,vo • hl:I Is, and 
(hul nol, ,t thould 1,c ,v;i<:t-t, ;,;hat l<Jwl of s,:,ck-ty he 
woJ ttppu,v:d J f,,r (11n;i;,,11 "11 wonts. 0 J may be .- las.~ c;u.1.1e; 
'"revolutionary tire," "<11- but f tl>t,ught It y9U iovcd me, 
thu ;.c,m;• ck:. to (uny""'!•J II r,r cdn'I ~Ut!r," O oe r.a11 
" 1>1.1Slll a11.m1ty," ''Jc1hargy," c.-tc. wvr·r&e the statemc-nt and &JI<: 
• But at le~st they do ,!;C<.'lll It, he may l,c n Joe eaw.c; but Ir 
1iav(• a caUY.>-not a p.rrticularlYI I he loves h~r. n~crl It malt.cr? 
A'",d on,•, It is true. Bu.t . ... Al!l-on's rituali~tic sutrcrin& 
whlch i.s m ore thn n you can i;;ry lhrough her miscarriage llnaily 
tor the 1 c,;\ or us." But he _him- br ings her to his level; but bas 
seli doe., nolhmg (and 11. Is he (who has seen, but ha, ~ t 
significant. that being a •·gate- gon e through, actual sulfering) 
crashing plunderer" secrru. to be made any clTnrt to "sweat hill 
the onJy active kind or rn-otc:,;, guts out" himscU? The answer 
he ever makes) ; the Ju.stificatwn sec.ms <o be: squirrels art, 
for his own inertia is evidently reconcilable to bears only a ft.er 
his a6SWTIOO superiority (the I.hey ha ve "grovel led and crawl­
" being awake and watch i.n;,:" oo in the mud," but t.hr,y are 
hind of sup erlority) to hoth. still squirrels; bears ( whose 
·which reminds one of Mr T. S. 11su.1Iering'' and "loneliness'' are 
Eliot.'s: " lL is better to do ~"Vil very much taken for granted) 
than to do nothing; at least we are, on the other hand, the 
(lJdst." But Jimmy, lil<.e l\ir "heaviest, strongest creatures in 
Eliot., seems to believe that to the world" by birth-right, and 
knCl\v (but not to do) is even do not n eed this kind of hell­
better. I fire redempUon. (It may seem 

One can also detect this farfetcbed lo compare Mr J olm 
affected superiori1,y behind self- Osborn~ to Mr Eli~t, . J?ut :! 
mockery in his recurrent ques- oom1>ar1son the 'religious 
tinning of the reason for con- quality of "Look Back In Anger" 
linuing to read the posh week- to Iha~ of ~ Eliot's "The 
lies, etc., the inference of which Cocktml Party would sugg~t 
is obv'iius: "I !mow better 11!:lan the two authors have more m 
to enjoy these things, of course, common than people think.) 
but there is nothing better to N. T. CHOW. 
do." But of course h e can, and 
does, enjoy doing such thin,,:,, 
(is his acti'Vity, in lil'e as re­
stricted as he asks us to be­
lieve?), just as he enjoys love­
making, clowning and horseplay. 
This pose Of jaded misanthror>Y 
is merely a camouflage for his 
real sin: his irresponsibility noL 
so much to SOcietyj as to him-
seU. Actually, from the com-
monsensical point. of view, be-
ing of hls generation brings hum 
no serious disadvantages: any· 
man, having a good educai.icn 
and passable material comforts, 
can always find his footing in 
society. It ~ mainly his own 
fault thal he is a failure in life. 

A larger im,plication, haw­
ever, does 'emerge from hi<i 
marital situation: the argument 
that only actuial suffering can 
arouse people to the awareness 
o! the real values of life ls a 
~rtinentone, but it ls hru~y 
realised in Jimmy's perliOnal at­
titude. Why should h e - as­
su.ming that , bis personal 
tragedy is relevant to his socb l 
dew-suppose that only his 
class (or his l<ind) know real 
suffering? Many have suffered, 
but not all are, like Jimmy, de­
feated bY life. That Jimmy's 
vi<cw ls also the author's l.s 
'brought out clearly in the final 
scene, where Jimmy is expl~m­
ed as "out of b.ts time.» The 
truth is a man like Jimmy is 
"?ut ot his time" in any period. 
'Ijike Oolonel Redfern, he Iha~ 
no confidence in the possibilities 
of lbe present; the difference is 
the Colonel has oomelhing con ­
crete-I.be lost values of a past 
-to look back to, but Jimmy 
merely finds hls consolation Jn 
an imagined order remote from 
the present. In these passages 
he pract!ca])y glves himself 
away: "Phoney, ot course .... 
Still, I re1P"et it somehow. u 
)'OU have no world or your own 
It isr rather pleasant to rei:rci 
the pa&l;,ng ot aomeone else's." 

.Alison's disclo,urc his "loose 
t ut hanh" mOl'allty ii alll) a 

,c...m ~ ~ILA-Li) 
oc.,.,u\\~t.. "l-"2..1 

l ~<a I 



''Look Back 
Sir, - The . · prioduction in 

Hongkong of thei original 
''Angry" pl:ay was· bound to · 
causie controversy, and it is 
worthwhile to examine your 
correspondent's argument,s a 

1 
li.ttle more clos,ely than they 

. deserve at first sight. " 'Look 
Back in Anger' is not a great 
pliay but it is a sign1ificant ,one." 
Per,h:a,ps Mr T:a11bot would in-

1

. form those of u,s who think· the 
play a ~ore a.~d ithe ,an1ge,r 
synthetic, in what " way is 

· Osborne t: signlificant , and about 
,.,:'.what? · ' ! , l· i : 

,i. t I have no doubt .as to .the 
recd ans:w:er ab ou t Q,sborne and 
most of 1:he ot her "Ang,ry" 
writers,: they are ang:r,y at not 
belng- the Esta.bµshmen.t them•• 
selves-,in otheT · w,oJ:'fds an 
,acute f·orm of •en~ ,and! in­
digestion. 

Mr Talbot then waffles on: 
''The .only · theatre is ,live thea­
tr-e where the hum~n elemenit 
can ,create a :human conta·~t 
between assimilated. r.eatity and 
,living realitY'.'' After struggling 
to extract some · sense out of 
this f-0r some time, I have 

In Anger" 
come to the ,cionclusion 1tha-t al 
it really means is that the live 
theatre is--live. Surely not a 
very pr,of.ound s1tatement afte1 
all the verb~a:ge? 

'Dhe ,real crux ,of the matter i-s 
that Mr Talbot has missed the 
p,0int ,of n.ewspaper ier.i:ticlsru. 
It is not to. proclaim, virtues ·o.r· 
othe.rwi.se of ed.the:r the type of 
play .or the basic theme. 
Rather, it is to say whether the 
p l~y is g:ood o.f its type and 
w1.hether the p,roduction review~ ... 
,ed was 1good or not. A goo 
rcritic w!i.H thus ,give his _ ovvn 
:t,£aact i,o.ns to the play .and hjs 
r eas0:ns foil" these r ea1ctions· this· • 

· I think yo ur critic has done. 
rle thougtht that the play is not 
at al1 g.ood of i t s .type, and ti.hat 
t his prioduction was, despite 
this\ good. T'hes e v~ews are es 
v.ali,d a s Mr T:a'lbot's:. Even. if · 
}Long~ong is culturally starved 
(,o,r is it a hungeT-strike?) tliat' 

i Si no reason to .greet an:y play 
w ith unmodified .tapture. 

As . Mr Goldwyn said, mes­
s.a,g:es: are foir Western Union, 
11,ot pliay.s. 

LucIANus. 

' 



'Cheshire Homer--

REFUGE FOR THOSE IN 

DESPF~ll.ATE NEED 
"'J'he Chci;;hire Homes thrivt! by using things other 

peopl~ discard," Group Captain Leonard Cheshire said 
yesterday at u party ginn in his honour at the Union 
Restaurant. 

P<'OJJ1 c of many walks of life plc:ce. So much is being done u11d dt>n1)minatlons who harl here_ and yet people are :willing h<'l;>ecl in ony way lo st.art the , to ccme forward anrl do lh'l1 Ch1.Jshirc Home, recently opC'flcd mmn eJt,ra because of the ~eat at Chung Hum Kok near the need," 'he added. 
Stonley Peninsula, were invited He spoke of the main aim or to meet 1he Group Captain who th~ Cheshire Homes to house has devoted his life to the set- those in desperate circumstances vice or ineurabll!s ;ind homeless Who have nowhere else to go, to all over the world. He thankc;1 care for the chronically sick, in every one present f9r the work as hcmely an atmosphere 01s dane voluntarily and spontanc- possible. "We try to make our ously in response to the appeal I people as useful and productive in the Colony started by Lt-Col \ as possible {or their own sakes N1gel Watson. as well as others. They learn Speaking ot the impressions to help and care for each other of his first vfsit to Hongkong, I as members or one family." Group Captain Cheshire said he Group Captain Cheshire said was particularly struck by the that once the need and the rea­vigour and virility of the Colony. sonahleness or their appeal ·was "This is a most cxhilirating realised, the public was quick to 

~c.,()l{J - . 
j ~'- E.. ~ ~ ~ tl. l ct • l <( <, I 

respond. "We care for the sick 
and incurable ones for whom 

1 (toe. e_ E-C S {=-CLo 1h 
. '4Jt\(. . l C...IC:. ~ Pt-" G. UL 

! no place can be found in hos­
pital or institution and at lite-

1 rally one-sixth of the cosL 
MEALS AND SHELTER 

"We give them regular meab: 
and provide them with shelter, 

I 
then we ask people to give ui; 
anything they do not want, ' . 

~ 1:,':,' Heitmeyer, President or lhe Garrbon 1•Jayers, 0 _)'l'aell~ a cheque to Group Captain Leon ~ ~d&)'. - (Sta,r Photosraphu. 

i household articles that are no 
longer needed. That is the way 
all our Cheshire Homes .started. 
on nothing, but collecting odd 
bits of crockery, furniture and 
of course, using all the volun­
tary help we can get. 

"Anyone who wishe-s to go out 
tb Chlm.'g Hum Kok will be' 
:found something to do, whether 
it is bricklaying, gardening or 
writing letters. Donations, no 
matter how small, are most ac­
ceptable, 1but the spirit of ser­
vice is the mainstay of our 

es," he said. 
cknowledgment was made of 

~o donations announced yester­
ay by Mr John Leckie. These 
ere the gift of $1,000 from Mr 
ang Shiu-kin and the presen­

ation of a cheque for $1,000 
rem the Garrison Players. 

roup Captain Cheshire, who 
leaves the Colony today, says 
rtha t he hopes to return to 
Honlgkong in a year's time and 
se" another Home by that time 

in the New Territories. 
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