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JOHN OSBORNE - A CONTEMPORARY 
by Andrew Body 

lfl IE news that t!ie Garri~on Players have decided on .. Lo k 
Back "' A 11ger , as their first play for the 0 

exciting. current season, 19 

When ~~• play burs t. on a s tartled public in 1956 the "Angry 
young man became fash,onable overnight - a nd Osborne rock 

1 
d 

to fome as the freshest talent in the post-war British theatre B tel~ 
P~nal\r of fame is a labe!; ?,nd although Osborne broke fre~h g~oun~ 
with The Entert_amer , Paul S/ickey", and "George IJillo11.", he 
was haunted by Jimmy Porter as a symbol of tho bent genera tion. 
More, s~ cons,derable was the achievement of tho fi rat play that 
Osborne s subseq uent cfforu paled. Now, however, with "Luther" 
he appears to have come full circle nnd Jimmy Portor dc,crvr~ 
re· exa.minntion. 

There is a lendency lo dismiss anRry younM mon 09 of 
110 

account : they hove become o sorncwhot tiresome clirhc. Of r·ourl'tc 
young m~n should be anRry but mu1t they Hhout oo/ To a,.umr 
tha t a n Ji mmy Porter does is shout is to 11,iss the poi nt of " /,ook 
Back III Anger''. This hero -villnin is too viiol n cronturo to bo 
stereoty_pcd emoti?~nlly. W h y does ho shout nnd to whnt purpo•c? 
There is such brillrnnce :and power in 1he invective ond rhetoric 
of the . piny th•t it is c.,sy to lose the point of it nil in sheer 
?dm 1ra11on ol the uuthor's virtuosi1y. But bencu1h the ,diner there 
1s deadly purpose and disturbing directness. Jimmy Port er is 
challenging the conventions 0£ post• war Britnin and he must be 
answered. 

"_Look_ Back i,~ , Inger" has been the subject of much cheot> 
sensat,onahsm. h ts • shocker but not in the paper -back sense. 
It generate_s excitement because it is original and intellectual. The 
fact th3t H has become the expression of the frustrations end 
defiance of the post-war gen~ration does not mean that what it has 
to say ,s outdated. Far from it . The challenge it hurls at society 
and all Its hallowed taboos is as valid to-day as it was five years 

ago - probably more so. It is a dismal fact that very few conven
tional people are capable o( defending a way of life that seems to 
be crumbling before the onslaught of a vigorous materialistic 
ideology. In challenging them Osborne is asking them to think 
and in this he is as urgent and contemporary as any great drama
tist of other times of crisis. 

But Osborne is fundamentally an entertainer, and it must be 
remembered that be learnt his crirlt on the stage. People go to 
the theatre to be entertained and nobody knows this better than 
Osborne; a message must never be a sermon. Consequently "Look 
Back in Anger" is primarily a story-a very moving story of two 
young people. Jimmy Porter, tormented by the past and the present, 
and Alison his wife who is yet to learn wisdom in tragedy: their 
journey to understanding and maturity is a theme richly, almost 
fantastically embroidered by the idiosyncrasies of Jimmy's character 
and expression. The people in their lives, with the exception of 
Cliff, Jimmy's dog-like friend, and the conventional Helena who does 
not scruple to seduce Jimmy, are shadowy and vague only because 
the drama is so intensely concentrated in one room. Jimmy 

particularly has a frightening vitality before which all else quails: 
a terrifying individuality that is loathsome as it is splendid. He 
can be aped but never duplicated. 

In creating living sentient creatures. with unique individual 
joys and agonies which are nevertheless ours and therefore universal, 
John Osborne has done what every true genius o( the theatre has 
achieved - the making of people that will be remembered for 
themselves. And more: individuals who have something to say, 
with a wit that is pungent and fresh, and an appeal that is herd 

to resist. 

"Look Back in Anger" is I" original creation-it is startling, 
provocative and often very moving. It has vitality and malicious 
sense of Cun. Hong Kong should like it. 
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CASTING MEETING 
FOR 

"LOOK BACK IN ANGER" 

"LOOK 

Events 1Aud 
Reminders 
For Today 

Annlveraarles And Holidays. -
Carmellte Convent e!ltabll1hed In 

I Bona:kona:, 1933, St. John Baptist 
Vlnnney, 

AncUons,-Hou1ebold Furniture, at 
Fial 6, Grand Court, No 127 
Kadoorle Avenue, Kowloon, by Lam-

~,'~f~,~c)~tu~~-~oad~: l~.0 ~4if-"~~~ 
King 1-rvad , North Pol.nt , I.L. 7738, 
at Crown Landa & Survey Office, 
Lower Albert-rood, 3 pm and 3.30 
pm rcsp~Uvcly. 

F.nterta.lnmeni.. - Sino - ~rman 
CUiturai AMn Germ Film: "Dream 

•• China Fleet 
Jtural Centre 

History (Pres. 

~~::rd T~1~
1
ne 

1
~o~~•c~::t~~l~~ll 

tonese), Room 103 Hin1 Fat House , 
8 Duddell•rtreet. e 15 pm. 

Se~~llU~o~i~~falof 
0f.~~~~1'cits:~ 

MobiJe Trade Farr, 1Iongkon1 & 
Kowtoo-.1 Wha1f &. Godown Co Ltd 
Pier No. 5, at 5 pm. 

LcclUJICJi. - .. Current Trends In 
America n Philosophy," by a Student or WIiiiams College, M'3ss, USA, In 
Jordan .Memorinl Library, Hongkong 
University, 8 pm: Radio Hongkong 
Broadcast ... The Gove1·nmcnt and the 

p~~~~j·:,li~:~E~~8ordlnary, of Du lcb 
Rubber Co N,V. MaatschappiJ, 
S.C.M. Post Board Room, noon; 

Wa~~~\lnronil~r.fura~~tarywJJ~!t 
House, 12.30 pm. Ladies· Day, atlend
ed by President Abei and Mrs 

~l~y. ~n"J.;~c1~n~on
1
:

5
~m~~:~~ 

Radio TranamltUn& Society. China 

~:i~~ ~~~~~~l~; c!fu~."fflo~~~!~ 
Hotel. 8th floor, 5.45 pm. Speakers: 
Three World Tr llers; Annual, St. 

~ R=:nt. 7.45 pm: Garrison 
&1:lkcrf~ 5:'ns;~~~. me~:fst~n~~~~ 
4 l1on,ko:J. 
Crlcltd u , Co . 
Wal5on on "Gr Leonard 
Chef.hire, V.C., and c Chc:.chlrc 
Homes.·• 

G:!~i:U6~0
~

1i"v~~1~:1ucia.u~~~ 
Oreu Making, T11llorlnJ. mairdres•· 
inc. Central llall, 547 ... 54!) Nathan
road. K<'wloon, I0 arn: Brllllh Red 
Croll Workln1 Party: D-11 am Cricket. 

~~-bbh~~e8 ~-::;~t& 1~!i~:10M00a°nd 
i1~rin1:wc~~~d1~~~~celff::P'n1~f 
Yuen toof, ind Central D11tr1d 

li~~'!.;:.'l/.!:c~~.~a!o~~1 rg::; 
n;•Jt.e~:n.;::r,c1a~~nal Chu~~ 
■----'r.w'enty-NVenth Da, of ... 

si:.::-·Wllbl Orh·•· Ch .... Chdt, -·-

TUESDAY, 8th AUGUST 
8 p.m. 

MISSIONS TO SEAMEN 
Gloucester Rood 

PRODUCER 

CAST 

COLVYN HAYE 

3 moles 

2 females 

CASTING MEETING 
FOR 

BACK IN ANGER" 
TO-NIGHT 

At 8 p.m. 

MISSIONS TO SEAMEN 
Glouce1tcr Road 

PRODUCER 

CAST 

COLVYN HAYE 

3 moles 

2 females 

"LOOK BACK IN Al~GER" 
CASTING TONIGHT 

'!'here arc five major parts lo be cast t onight at 
8 pm al King George's Hall. i\Iissions lo Seamen, 
Gloucester-road, Wanchai, by the Garrison Players. who 
arc presenting ··Look Back in Anger." the famous John 
Os borne play, as their first for the current season. 

Jimmy Porter. more than any 
other character in recent fiction, 
has con,c to epitomise The Angry 
Young Man. Brim!ul of sa,·age 
irony and superb im·ective his 
part is an acting plum for which 
there ~hould be keen competi
tion. 

Cliff, J immy's friend, who is 
ctesci·ibcd b:"!\ the author as a 
natural counterpoint. t.o the bit
t.er ~ hero, should b<
almost as great a challenge. 
His is t.he difficult. role of 
mediator in the fantasUc 
menage a trois that So shocked 
and H.Hlated audiences at the 
Royal Court Theatre when the 
play exploded in the West End 
five years ago. . _ . 

Alison, Jimmy's wire, 1s a 
natural victim. As a symbol 

al the society her husband 
hates. she suffers for much o( 
the action, but her role de
mands experience and skill. 

I t will be re.memb~red that 
Mary Ure made her n:r.me lll 

lhis part. 
Delena. Alison's actress 

friend, who seduces Jimmy, is 
more conv:n.Uonal. If her 
character lacks the depth and 
subtlety or Alison, it has a 
iorthrlght qu:ility that appeals. 

Colonel C.cdrern, Alison's 
father, is a kind, gentle man. 
and the product of an era !or 
which Ji.mmy, despite his sar
casn4 has a curious s;,npathy. 
A retired pro!es...tjonal soldier, 
he ls no caricature Blimp, This 
iµnall, but impartant, part r~
quires skill. 

The play is to be Pl educ·'<\ by 
lvyn Hnyie.-Contributed. 

(;;wing meeting 
9 · -&arrison Plu.n•N ur,· 10 

- Johll O.slJorne'" µli.ly at 8 pm 
on 1\Mlldl.1 at King G°'-'ra•·• 
J(all. IIJalons to 8ewnen, Glou-
~r Jload. 

'1M play bt to hfo t•'°'-\•1cl"f bv 
ClolVJll Ha:ro. h 1 
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JOHN OSBORNE - A CONTEMPORARY 
by Andrew Body 

THE news that the Garrison Players have decided on "Look 
Back in Anger", as their first play for the current season, is 

exciting. 

When the play burst on a startled public in 1956 the "Angry 
young man" became fashionable overnight- and Osborne rocketed 
to fame as the freshest talent in the post-war British theatre. But the 
penalty of fame is a label, and although Osborne broke fresh ground 
with "The Entertainer'', "Paul Slickey", and "George Dillon", he 
was haunted by Jimmy Porter as a symbol of the beat generation. 
More, so considerable was the achievement of the first play that 
Osborne's subsequent efforts paled. Now, however, with "Luther", 
he appears to have come full circle and Jimmy Porter deserves 
re -examination. 

There is a tendency to dismiss angry young men as of no 
account: they have become a somewhat tiresome cliche. Of course 
young men should be angry but must they shout so? To assume 
that all Jimmy Porter does is shout is to miss the point of "Look 
Back in Anger". This hero -villain is too vital a creature to be 
stereotyped emotionaily. Why does he shout and to what purpose? 
There is such brilliance and power in the invective and rhetorjc 
of the play that it is easy to lose the point of it all in sheer 
admiration of the author's virtuosity. But beneath the glitter there 
is deadly purpose and disturbing directness. Jimmy Porter is 
challenging the conventions of post -war Britain and he must be 
answered. 

"Look Back in Anger" has been the subject of much cheap 
sensationalism. It is a shocker but not in the paper -back sense. 
It generates excitement because it is original and intellectual. The 
fact that it has become the expression of the frustrations and 
defiance of the post -war generation does not mean that what it has 
to say is outdated. Far from it. The challenge it hurls at society 
and all its hallowed taboos is as valid to -day as it was five years 



ago - probably more so. It is a dismal fact that very few conven
tional people are capable of defending a way of life that seems to 
be crumbling before the onslaught of a vigorous materialistic 
ideology. In challenging them Osborne is asking them to think 
and in this he is as urgent and contemporary as any great drama
tist of other times of crisis. 

But Osborne is fundamentally an entertainer, and it must be 
remembered that he learnt his craft on the stage. People go to 
the theatre to be entertained and nobody knows this better than 
Osborne: a message must never be a sermon. Consequently "Look 
Back in Anger" is primarily a story - a very moving story of two 
young people. Jimmy Porter, tormented by the past and the present, 
and Alison his wife who is yet to learn wisdom in tragedy: their 
journey to understanding and maturity is a theme richly, almost 
fantastically embroidered by the idiosyncrasies of Jimmy's character 
and expression. The people in their lives, with the exception of 
Cliff, Jirn1ny's dog-like friend, and the conventional Helena who does 
not scruple to seduce Jimmy, are sha,dowy and vague only because 
the drama is so in tensely concentrated in one room. Jimmy 
particularly has a frightening vitality before which all else quails: 
a terrifying individuality that is loathsome as it is splendid. He 
can be aped but never duplicated. 

In creating living sentient creatures, with unique individual 
joys and agonies which are nevertheless ours and therefore universal, 
John Osborne has done what every true genius of the theatre has 
achieved - the making of people that will be remembered for 
themselves. And more: individuals who have something to say, 
with a wit that is pungent and fresh, and an appeal that is hr.rd 
to resist. 

"Look Back in Anger" 1s an original creation - it is startling, I' 

provocative and often very moving. It has vitality and malicious 
sense of fun. Hong Kong should like it. 

THE END 
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CASTING 
FOR 

~'L BACK IN 
TUESDAY, 8th AUGUST 

8 p.m. · 
MISSIONS TO SEAMEN 

Gloucester Road 

PRODUCER - COLVYN HAYE 
CAST 3 males 

2 females 

, R'' "L . K: -
~NJG . 
t 8 p. 

IONS TO S 
• . • ~• I 

Gloucester Road 
PRODUCER COLVYN HAYE 
CAST 3 males 

2 females 
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Events 1·And 
Reniinders 
For Today 

Annivcrs~ries and Holidays 
Carmelite Cbnvent established· in 
H~ngkong, 1933, St. John Baptist 
Vianney. 

Auctlons . .._Household F'urniture, at 
I F1at 6, Grand Court, No 127 
l{adoorie Avenue, Kowloon, by Lam
mert Bros, 10.30 am; Crown Lands, 
Wongneichung-road, LL. 7749 and 
Kin.g"s-noad, North Point, I.L. 7738, 
at Crown Lands & Survey Office, 
Lower Albert-road, 3 pm and 3.30 
pm respectively. 

Entertainments. - Sino - German 
Cultural Assn German Film: "bream 
Road of the World" China Fleet 
C1ub, 5.15 :pm; US Cultural Centre 
Films: Promise to History (P res. 
K_ennedy's Report to the Nation); 
Fifteen Days in Space (English) ; 
Herald Tribune Youth Forutn (Can
tonese), Room 103 Hing Fat E:nuse, 
8 Duddell-.stre~t. 8.15• pm. 

' Exhibitions.-Official Opening of 
Second Contingent of Isbrandtsen 
Mobile Trade - Fair, Hongkong & 
K,owloo•,'l Wharf & Godown Co Ltd 
Pier No. 5, <'.It' 5 pm. 

Lectur.es. - "Current Trends in 
American Philo;sophy," by a Student 
of Willtams College, Mlass, USA, in 
Jordan Memorial Library, Hongkong 
University, 8 pm; Radio Hongkong 

I 
Broadcast. "The Government and the 
People," 9.15 pm. 

Meetings.-Extraordinary, of Dutch 
Rubiper Co N.V. Maatscha.ppij, 
S. C. M. Post , Board Room, noon; 
Weekly, Honglrnng Rotary . Club, 
Eara111ount Restaurant, Windsor 
House~ 12.30 pm. Ladies' Day, attend
ed by President Abey and Mrs 
Abey. P,iano Recital by Master David 
Oei. Monthly, Hongkong Amateur 
Radio Transmitting Society, China 
Fleet Club, 5.30, pm; Me~t:ing of Vic
toria Toastmasters' Club, Gloucester 
Hotel, 8th floor, 5.45 pm. Speakers: 
Three World Tr~_yellers; Annual, St. 
,:e~ege ··A11imtt,l.""'~'lti,:W.S~m..l 
City Restaurant, 7.45 pm; Garrison 

,Pliiyers' Casting Meeting on "Look 

'

Back In Anger," Missio11s to Seamen, 
· 40 Gloucester-road, 8 pm; Hongkong 

r
'~ """"l'~~-~~-. HmtgttJ~ 
Cric'ket Club, ,$ pm, Lt.-Col. N. 
Watson on "Group Captc1in Leon~rd 

' Cheshi•;re, V.C., and the Cheshire 
Homes." . 

J»i:,QellaAeous. - Sa)vabon Al'!l'}Y 
Graduation of Vocational Classes m 
Dress Making, Tailoring, Hairdress
ing Cent,ral Hall 5471-549 Nathan
road Kiowloon, 10 am; British Red 
Cros~ Working Party: 9-11 am Cricket 
Club; 9,30 am-noon{ YMC'.A.; noon-4 
pm Chinese Womens Club, 10.30 a!)d 
1 pm, YWCA, Duddell-str.oet; Faf'!1Ily 
Planning Assn: Pok-O1 Ho~p1t~l, 
Yuen Long, and Central District 
liealth Centre, Kau U Fong, 2-4 pm. 

Reheal'sali,.--Crescenclo Choral So
ciety, China Cong,regational Church, 
119 Leighton-road, 8 pm. 

Moon.-Twenty-seventh Day of the 
Six Moon. . Ch Club sociali.-Whist Drl\·e, eero • 
Murray-road, 8 pm. 
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'~LO·OI( . BACi{ . IN .ANGER" 
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·, t:Asrr1~G.· ,TONIGHT 
There · are five -major 1>arts to .be cast tonight at 

1 8 pm at King Georg~s · Hall; · Missions to Seamen 

Glou~ee.~~r-i:b_ad! ·Wc.t~c-lt'~i;_v bf'! the . G~rrison Players, wh~ 

are prese-nt1n,g "LQok\ Back u;i ·· Anger," the famous John 

Osbol;ne · play, as the.ir ·· first _; fhr the ✓current · season. 
~ f ~ • ;_ ·• • It •~ •;t •; 

Jimmy, Porter~ 1n9re ,th~n ~by, Pl+ ·. thie1. -soc~et)rl her husband 

other -character _ 1n recent fiction, 'hates, ,she su:fferis - for much o.f 

has come · to- epitbn1"is~ Tqe ,A.r.igzy· · ~thi¢:, ~ .. aic;tio1ni, . but · her role de

y oung· Man. Brimful of ·savage · inJ_qllllds _,exp.erien.~ and skill. 

, irony and · superb invective his _ : ] ,t w'ill · be '.rememb ered that 

part is. an acting plum for· which M~1fy_, ,Ure_ made her name in 

there should be keen comneti- ,, thJis . pax1t. •· 

tion. . ·, , ; ~elena, . Al_ison's actress 

fri·end, 1whip1 .seduces Jim:rnY, is 

Cliff, Jiihmy'.s frienct. · who is more -coll1JVl21ntilonal. If her 

desaribed blYi· the au;tho,r as r a character lack$ the depth and 

naturai counterpoint to the. bit- -~ulbtlety . of Alisotn, it has a 

ter twisted · :hero, should p-e 1orthrrigb,t quia1ity ·that appeals. 

alimlost as ~ea~ • a. oha1~enge. , . -Colonel Redfern, Alison's 

His -is the difficru1lt, no}e of fathe:r, • is a kind, gentle man, 

mediator in the fantaistic· and the J)J:''oiduict orf -an era £or 

menage., a trots th_at so1 s~ocked . p,hich · J ·im,m:Y, d~sipiie his sar

and titila ted a ud1cnces at ·· tbe · . c.asn.1i, . , has a curl!OiUS syflll!paithy. 

r R:0Y1ail c :oumt Thea1J1--1e whe:n ~l!e ,f\. retired prmessJ01n:a1 soldi~, 

play exploded in the West E!nd he is no ca:ricature B ,li!mrp.. This 

five yeai'.·s . agio,. . _ . ~mall, bu;t. im,portan t, ,part re

Alison, Jimmy's wife, 1s a qui,reSI skill. 

natural viicti:ln,. A.s: a symbol The -play is to be prcdu:r::eid 
_____ ........... ____ ~olvy:n Ha1y1e._,JC'orntr.ibuted . 

- - • • _....__ I ---.r 
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