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MountCurd as Mn, Smith 
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Garri1on Players 
Theatre ·workshop 
back with 2 plays 

1~ ~~ea ~~r~ison Wo~~:h~~~ ~t!c~~adB~~b\ii;c:,1;~~:e h:i 

\\ h1rh "a.c; ori$:inally jntcnd- The Lake" Oa\.·id Jordan, 
ed a,; a summC'r acU\'ilY for \\ ho i5 well known to local 
mt'mber~. and in !acl did · theatre goe.r!'i, Ruth Kirklcy, 
proiluc-e four one act plays )lario Ferra,;, Eugenia Lom• 
la!!it summrr, arc now pre• bard, and Eric Pordt's com-
5e•nlin,: for the fir!lt time in prise the rest or the cast in 
Hons:ko.n-;,- or two t~i!'I very unusual prcscnta• 

o{ the ·"- modern tion. 
pla~"r1,ghL Eugenl' Ionesco; whose 

Bertolt Brecht who is brilliant satires have been 
bc'-l kno"n !or his ··Three produced by some o! 
Prrm~ Opera,·• was at his Europe·s most talented pro-
death in 1953 rcco~ni,;:l'd as dueers for the last five 
thr greatt1>t G<'rman drama- ) <'arS, came into promin-
ti<.t. Bccau~e o! his ex- ence with his "Rhinoceros'' 
trcme Je.ft,win.i: leanin&s, he v,hich v.as produced by 
had to go into exile when Orson Welles and starred 
Hitlrr came into power. His Sir Laurence 011\"icr. H<' is 
political act1\'ilir5 v.cre cen- an acutely witty playwrii:ht, 
tred from thr Scandinavian who secs with amazing clari-
countnes and the UnitC'd I\' the weakness's oC his 
StalC'S !CJJow men." The Bald 

Primm• Donna" brings out 
the ml'diocricy oC Engli!-h 
middlc•clas.s (amity hfe 
without. prejudice and is 
told with atreclion. 

In the 'Prhatc Li(E".'' we 
join tbe travels o! a German 
Panzer Tank acro~s Europe, 
from H" participation in 
H1Uer'1 rarl.it"r victories to 
lht Ru!lsian dtfeat. 

jW orks By Two Modern 
I Playwrights 

. Workll by l wo mod ern playwri,ih h, whose innuenee 
in the . European l_healre _ha" led to a new , ogue in 
drumallc presenta l10M, "'" be Ileen In Hongkong for 
lhe flrHt tim e nex l month . 

'fhoy are "Tho B■M Prl 1 ■ 1-------,,----......ID.&ll(.o 
Dc,n na" by £u&c-n,. 11,rn ,.,, 11nd 
''The Prlv1t~ Llfr or 1hr. M1,1n 
ll1ri::" Ly D1•r tolt Br,q.}11, whl• h 
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1 lar rf•1l Sir J,allff'III (' fllivl•·r 
"Thi• lh,ltl l'rlma IJ t ,1111i.·• 

c·arknluH•I that m•t,ul,.u 4 1 Tl"■ • 
tun-. "'fhr Avrra11· Eni(ll 11 hrn1h·1 

-thr phlr,cmatk, JJIJ•t· • l,IOptr• 
ond•lu•orth Mr Smith, hit v11l11• 
hie, 4"IOJIIY~hcn•h-tl wlh•, lh1ilr 
JJ<'llV hnblt• ancl llmlh-11 clrrarn•. 

Ml rhrwl 'fnll.11Jl II prMIU<'lnA 
the ploy 

lUtlX ' IIT J111' ( I 

Thi' Ornht lllN·t• will I,(, pr11• 
,hu l'tl hv Ht1·pt11·n Wulh·t, who 
hn11 h1•1•n : ('f•II to ncl\'B1ltar1• In 
" Fl v1• }' lllKt• I 1-:,u•rrl,.1·" ond hlhH 
Jm·ol prutluf'l\fm• Otf'dll, ht'II 
known for hi •·Thrf rf)c·nny 
O1>ero," dlt>d In 1053, hut. 11 
1 l'('Ul&llh•d 0 1!1 lht• (lrt:tllf·'>l Gn
man dramotl»t r,r mcd(•rn tlrnu. 
With cxlrt.'mc left-wine lunlnlll, 
he wat obll&ed to eo ltlto exile 
In Rrondlnn\'la nrtcr lllllcr 
aolnl'rl pow('r 

"The Private J,lfc'' 1~ r·om-
po,rd of Jillie drama,i, whkh 
plctur<' lh(' t ravel1 <>f a Grrmon 
pan1.u tank acrmu1 Europe nnd 
th" ('Orly N:,zl vlclorlc.s unul the 
1;elbocl: In Russia 

The Theatre Work11hop wo~ 
originally Intended to provide 
,iummer octlvlty !or Gorrlson 
Players members; and lndec.-d It 
produced four onc-ncl plays last 
11ummer. With the accent on 
developing latent talent, It hns 
Infused n sense o! enthusiasm 
into Its participants, which is 
reflected In the somewhat un
usual. but bold, choice ot matc
ttal for the March offering. 

GARRISON Pl AYERS 

BRECH'r 
IONESCO 

The ~tory JS told epi,odic
allv and is compMed o{ 
c!Jfflactie indi,·idual !lcrne-.. 
We w1tne,1 thr problrm o{ 
the Ar) an doetor \\ ho •~ 
married to I Jewcs~ and 
that of the !\at.i 1ndoctrinat
ed <.on. AU thll Is told \\Jlh 
1 ~ense ol drama. 

)Jichael Talbot is produc
fn~ the ''Bald Primma Don
na'' and has has his cast 

~~h~~fu~~~q~~;~;h;o;t~i i..--..11:~U~•------...:, __ ..., _ _,...,;,_..._,;.;.::;;..~.,:!;_, 
in the Jocal production of 
o ... borne·s •·Look Back Jn 
Anaer.'' The othrrs 1n the 
pLJ.y are U'()n1e Whit~, 

Slephtn Wail.-1, WJlh 
many aclin& ach1e1,emrn1s 
to h11 cre,ht, directs thf" 
Brecht 1w•tt. He has • 
talentrd cul to Y.ork on, 

1moni "'hom are local 1taJ:"• 
per,on1Ut1ci like Jan )tc
Callunt "'ho11e ch1racten~•
tlC1n of Cll\t in ·-The Ft,e 
1-~in,er £xrrc1ae·• 11a.1 ac
claimed by loc.,1 cr1t1c:s. 

Ceorte .llcR1td11c, Crha 
Simpson. O:11\id Jordan, 
ll}ra nob4-rt~on. 
The ,.~o, arc l>f'inr df'5i.:n• 

M by Uanel 1.,c, 1n \I. hrl'I" 
tllE"nt h•~ bern apprrc1atrd 
brfore in the colony. Thr 
producuon II 11chNiUltd to 
«o on 1he bnard• on .llarch 
1-1 and U ll lht' Kint 
Georee's Hall, !iliJ.!,1ont to 

Sf'amcn. 

GARRISON PLAYERS 
TO-NIGHT AND TO-MORROW: 

the Garrison Ployers Works~ presents 

IONESCO 
The Bo ld Primo Donna 

BRECHT 
The Private Life of the Master Race 

KING GEORGE V HALL, MISSIC:IS TO SEAMEN 

9.00 P.M. 

Adm ission programs at the door. 

TWO OOUARS. 

GARRISON PLAYERS 
TO-MORROW 

The Ga rr ison Players Workshop 9.00 P.M. 

IONESCO 
The Bold Primo Donna 

BRECHT 
ti The Private Life of the Moster Race f'IG GEORGE V HALL, MISSIONS TO SEAMEN 

TWO DOLLARS. 

Admission 
Engineers, 



'R~undabout', f: 
a play 

for radio 
Here, we have a new line on 

the eternal triangle. 
Phyllis Hood and Robert 

Hanna (both well-known in 
Hongkong acting circles, play 
husband ahd wife David and 
Ruth whose happy marriaQ'e of 
nine years' standing is threa

' tened · by the intrusion of 
Paula 

The question is-does Paula 
really exist, or is she nothing 
1nore than a figment of Ruth's 
imagination? 

Phy llis Robert 

. The fact that -- the Other 
'\\TL,man had to be cast (Maimie 
Towry plays her in this produc
tion for the Garrison Players b y 

~, . ' June Armstrong-Wright) sug
. / gests that she is well and truly 
.. there. 

B'u t . . . . we're not going to 
give the game away. 

We leave that to the 
which in addition to those 
already mentioned has Roger 
N eedell .as Bill, and Betty 
Mountford as Mrs Smith. 
· "Roundabout" · on .Radio Hong
kong at 8 o'clock on Monday:. 

-~---,-
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Works By.':FwO Modern 
r , t~~~ 

Playwrights 
Works by two modern playwrights, whose influence .~'::G=t 

in the European t heatre has led to a new vogue in 
dramatic presentations, will be seen in Hongkong for 
the first time next month. 

They are "The Bald Prima t-i--........ ..,...,.--.--,,...,.,. 

Donna" •by Eugene Ionesco and ,-, .... .,....,,_, 
"'1.'he Private Life of the Master 
Race" by Bertolt Brecht, whi(·h 
will be presented by the Garrison 
Players' Theatre Workshop at 
the Missions to Seamen Kin.z 
George V Hall. 

Ionesco, whose brilliant topical 
satires are a byword on the Eu
ropean stage, is perhaps best 
known in English-speaking coun
tr ies for h is "Rhinoceros," which 
starred Sir Laurence Olivier. 
"The Bald Prima Donna" 
caricatures that nebulous crea
ture, "The Average Englishman" 
- the phlegmatic, pipe-paper
and-hearth Mr Smith, his volu
ble, empty-headed w ife, their 
petty habits and limited dreams. 

Michael Talbot is producing 
the play. 

BRECHT PIECE 

The Brecht piece will be pro
duced by Stephen Wailes, who 
has been seen to adva-n tage in 
"Five Finger Exercise" and other 
local productions. Brecht, best 
known for his "Threepenny 
Opera," died in 1953, but is 
recognised as the greatest Ger
man dramatist of ·modern times. 
With extreme left-wing leanings, 
he was obliged to go into exile 
in Scandinavia after Hitler 
gained power. 

"The Private Life" is com
posed of little dramas, which 
picture the travels of a German 
panzer tank across Europe and 
the early Nazi victories until the 
setback in Russia. 

The Theatre Workshop· ·was 
originally intended to provide 
summer activity for • Garrison 
Players members; and · indeed it 
produced four one-act plays last 
summer. With the accent on 
developing latent talent, it has 
infused a sense of enthusiasm 
into its participants, which is. 
reflected in the somewhat un
usual, but bold, choice of mate
rial for the March offering. 
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.Garri~on · Players 
Thelltre ·workshop 
-back wit/, 2 plays 
T HE Garrison Players 

Theatre Workshop, 
which was originally intend
ed as a summer activity for 
members, and in fact did 
produce four one act plays 
last 

1
summer, are :now pre

senting for the first time in 

Eileen Burbridge, who had 
the lead in the "House By 
The Lake" David Jordan, 
who is well known to local 

· theatre goer~, Ruth Kirkley, 
Mario Ferras, Eugenia Lom
bard, and Eric Pordes com
prise the rest of the cast in 
this very unusual presentaHongkont---.9 of two 

of the I modern I playwright,::,~~ 
tion. 

Eugene Ionesco,. whose 
brilliant satires have been 
produced by some of 
Europe's most talented pro
ducers for the last five 
years, came into promin
ence with his "Rhinoceros" 

~ 
Bertolt Brecht, who is 

best known for his "Three 
Penny Opera," was at his 
death in 1953 recognised as 
the greatest German drama
tist. Because of his ex
tr eme left-wing leanings, he 
had to go into exile when 
Hitler came into power. His 
political activities were cen
tred from the Scandinavian 
countries and the United 
States. 

In the "Private Life," we 
join the travels of a German 
P anzer Tank across 'Europe, 
from its participation in 
Hitler's earlier victories to 
the Russian def eat. 

The story is told episodic
ally and is composed of 
climactic individual scenes. 
We witness the problem of 
the Aryan doctor who is 
married to a J ewess and 
that of the Nazi indoctrinat
ed son. All this is told with 
a sense of drama. 

- I • 

Stephen Wailes, with 
many acting achievements 
to his credit, directs the 
Brecht piece. He has a 
talented cast to work on, 
among whom are local stage 
personalities like Ian Mc
Callum whose characterisa
tion of Clive in "The Five 
Finger Exercise" was ac
claimed by local .critics. 

· which was produced by 
Orson ·welles and starred 
Sir Laurence Olivier. He is 
an acutely witty playwright, 
who sees with amazing clari
ty the weakness's of his 
fellow men." The Bald 
Primma Donna'' brings out 
the mediocricy of English 
middle-class family life 
without prejudice and is 
told with affection. 

Michael Talbot is produc
ing the "Bald Primma Don
na" and has has his cast 
R;chard Marquand who ·was, 
the brilliant Jimmy Porter 
in the local production of 
Osborne's ''Look Back In 
Anger." The others in the · 
play are Leonie White, 
George McRitchie, Celia 
Simpson, DavAd Jordan, 
Myra Robertson. 

The sets are being design
ed by Lionel Levin whose 
talent has been appreciated 
before in the colony. The 
production is scheduled to 
go on the boards on March 
14 and 15 at the King 
George's Hall, Missions .to 
Seamen. . (' 
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,e,, -o:rmmmu -
GARRJSON PLA.YERS . 

Celi.1 Simpson, George McRitchie, Richard 
Marquand and Leonie White (from left to 
r ight seated) are surprised by the antics of 
Myra Robertson and David Jordan in a 

TO PRESENT' PLAY 

scene from "The Bald Prima Donna" to be 
prese:y.ted by the Garrison P L., __ s a t 
the Missions to Seamen on March 15 a nd 
16. 
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GARRISON PLAYERS 
' 

-TO-NIGHT AND TO-MORROW 
the Garrison Players Workshop presents 

IONESCO 
The Bald Prima Donna 

BRECHT 
The Private Life of the Master Race 

KING GEORGE V HALL, MISSICttS TO SEAMEN 
. 9.00 P.M. 

Admission programs at the door. 

TWO DOLLARS. 

GARRISON PLAYERS -. 

TO-MORROW 
The Garrison Players Workshop 9.00 P.M. 

IONESCO 
The Bald Prima Donna 

} BRECHT 6 The Private Life of the Master Race · 

~ G GEORGE V HALL, MISSIONS TO' SEAMEN1 

TW.O DOLLARS. 

Admission programs at Moutries, The China 
Engineers, Gibb-Livingston, and at . the door. 

SEATS UNRESERVED. 
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the garrison 

players 

workshop 

presents 

march I 5 and 16 at 9:00 p.m. in king george's hall, missions to seamen. 



l 
eugene Ionesco's 

THE BALD PRIMA DONNA 
produced by} michael talbot 

mr smith ........ r ..... george mcritchie 
mrs smith .............. celia simpson 
the maid .............. myra robertson 

mr martin .............. richard marquand 
mrs martin ........ j! .... .leonie white 

the firechief ........ 1 •••••• david jordan 



'l 

from bertold brecht's 

THE PRIVATE LIFE OF ·THE MASTER RACE 
produced by stephen wailes 

a man .............. mario ferras 
a woman .............. jenie lombard 

the husband .............. ian maccallum 
his wife. . . . . . . . . .... ruth kirkley 

their son .............. erik pordes 
the maid .............. jenie lombard 

the jewish wife .............. eileen burbidge 
her husband .............. david jordan 
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