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GIANT IS

SUCCESS

OF EVENING
BY ALEC M. HARDIE

If you are prepared to suspend all belief of age,
mental and physical, and to ignore ath standards of
production and theatrical conventions, fhen in a mood
of seasonal peace and good-will visit The Garrison
Piayers’ pantomime, “Jack and the Beanstalk” at the
King George’s Hall, Missions to Seamen.
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LACKED WIT AND POINT

The script was certainly lacx-
and point; the topical

without sense or

What a pity that so
effort has been wasted! Chris
Barber as Jack and ! Patricia
McTavish as Jill oom bad good

The Giant was the success of
the evening, and I wish he had
appeared more often.

1 would prefer o draw a

seasonal veil over the rest
Claribelle, the cow, tried hard
without much encouragement
or disguise, The “extras” tried
tc add vivacity and enjoyment
to the general effect, but they
had little chance to sing audibly
or dance with grace,
_ Lionel Levin’s sets were
Imaginative and too good for
the costumes that appeared in
front of them,

1 would like to ‘believe that
later performances will be
ketter. I hope so, as on this
tirst night showing the produc-
tion is a sad conclusion to the
present year in which the local
standard has been so high.
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Jack and the Beanstalk

HE Garrison . Players pantomime “Jack "and the

SHAKY START, BUT THE
CHILDREN ENJOYED IT

e .

Beanstalk” got off to a shak E i
y a s y start last night at th
Mi: :guns to Seamen  theatre—but there are a lot o%
laughs and plenty of’ good fun for the children.

A number of criticisms can
be made, The stage was ico
small by  far. The -beanstalk
consequently was inelined to be
unchtrusive. Indeced I did not
ncilice it until Jack' began his
climp (up  an - ill-concealed
ladder).

Players: 'at various: times
scemed  a little lost. “The chorus

i on the ‘road to -market was
| sadly lacKing in, voice. There

was an - unexplained - obstacle
left on lhe stage in.  ong scone
which cne  of the back-moving
dancers, of coeurse, almost fell
ovVer. The  jokes wers often - a
little - flat and certainly ~well
abcve the' cehildren’s heads.

The play, in short, seemed in |

need of a few more rehearsals
.and  mbors.,; eritical - dirzcticn i
the early 'stages.
A ga S g <

Having 'szid all this, "I ‘can
imagine that more than half the
audience who saw last = might’s
show' '— the ‘younger half and
possibly a good ' many of the
older half, — ‘will heartily dis=
agree with me.

For there were many laughs,

‘particularly when the cast came

belting off the stage and chasing
around the hall.

Eeg ard Norman Roper as
Chips got a gced many well-
deserved laughs while Odorouss

Figg, played by Patricia Haynes,
worked hard in her ever-
indignant role.

Jack, played by Chris Barber,
seemed to have an almost in-
cidental role. It was a night
for the clowns—and for taeir
own par{ they were a clowning
success. :

The giant was a wee bit too
ogrith and might give some
small koys and girls a scare. T
Temember in Tientsin in 1934
seeing the same “pantc” at the
ckurch hall, But all we saw
cf the giant cn stage was one
huge boot. I remember going
cur afterwards and looking up
at the~ roof for the rest of

him. | S
WL

Cne compliment I feel I must
pay goes ' to David Hall and
I‘Jc-.‘er Ryan who provided the
four legs for _Claribelle . tha
cow. Their cha’ cha was de-
lightiul. '

The sets were on the whole
excellent.

- The Garrison Players deserved
greater success on their first
night. They had cbviously put

i a let of work and time into it.

Tenight’'s and the succeeding

i perfermances will undoubtedly

) : ! i g0 more smeoothly. L
Eaid-headed Mario Ferras as | - : A

The children will enjoy them-

| selves and I recommend this as
| a good Christmas treat for them.
Hs ;




AND THE BEANSTALK”

A scene from Act 1 of “Jack and the
Beanstalk” currently staged by the Garrison
Players at the Missions to Seamen, Left
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GIANT IS SUCCESS
OF  EVENING

BY ALEC M. HARDIE

If you are prepared to suspend

mental and physical, and

of age,
standards of

all, belief
to ignore alb

production and theatrical conventions, then in a mood

of seasonal peace and
Players’ pantomime, ‘“Jack

good-will visit The Garrison

and the Beanstalk” at the

' King George's Hall, Missions to Seamen,

However magnanimous your
‘good-will may be, let it be ad-
mitted that this is not
production, Some years ago I
saw my first pantomime “Dick
Whittington” in Hongkong. It
was good, The Garrison Players
gave us a theatrical treat in
“The Drunkard” quite recently,

An we!

This pantomime is ..a sad
affair; I was confirmed in this
opinion by the fact that even
our younger audience were not
impressed or amused except in
the Third Act when David
Kondell - Carpenter’s Giant

l seasonal veil

a good |

] brought life to an otherwise

acad script,

It would be inyidious t

| too deeply into t\t[us cven?ng,r(_)'/?:e:.
' 50 slow was the tempo thal wi
bad plenty ol timne to conlem-
| plate  some  more atlractive
theme,

Either a pantomime must pe
spectacular—and this is impos—
sibla in such a hall—or humor-
ously sophisticated, “And speed
is an essential. Lack of coopera~
uon between orcnestra ana casc
last night increased the slow-

And while the music
struggled hard and effectively,
only in the last Act were th
actors able to throw their voices
‘above the competition,

The slowness was generaly
cues were hardly takea, ap-
pearsnces were delayed and a
complete uncertainty  governed
nearly all the cast. I think the
Producer did not realise the
difficulties that such a perform-
ance presents.

LACKED WIT AND POINT

The script was certainly lack-
ing in wit and point; the topical
relerences were throwa .away.
Even the easy lines were Wit~
out natural emphasis in the
mouths of most. We Kknow
Hongkong amateurs can do
better than just “vecite” lines
without sense or humour.

What a pity that so much
effort has been wasted.! Chris
Barber as Jack and = Patricia
McTavish as Jill both had good
yoices and personalities. With
more ‘punch’ and opportuuity
they might have been more
oulstanding and deliberate.

Of the comics Mario Ferras
was comfortable. He gave the
impression of understanding the
situation, of enjoying playing
with an audience, but he was
restricted because he received
little assistance.

The Giant was the success of
the evening, and I wish he had
appeared more often.

i would prefer to draw a
over the rest
Claribelle, the cow, tried hard
without much encouragement
or disguise, The “extras” tried
to add vivacity and enjoyment
to {he general effect, but they
had little chance to sing audibly
or dance with grace,

Lionel Levin’s sets were
imaginative and too good for
the costumes that appeared in
tront of them,

1 would like to believe that
later performances Will be
Letter, I hope so, as on this
first night showing the produc-
tion is a sad conclusion to the
present year in which the local
standard has been so high.
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