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A special attraction of this year's Festival of the Arts is a smal|

¥ theatre which is to be built in the open space south of the
west wing of the Star Ferry Concourse.
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At the Ebemezer School and Home for the Blind, Pokfulum- Three sides

road, yesterday, a cheoue for $800 was presenied to the School 0 .

by Mr H. Heilmeyer, President of the Garrison Players, The Ou w The stage is. so planned

amount was half of the profit made from the Garrison . iy that the audience can see it

Players’ recent production of “Bad Seed.” Miss Eva Mor- ot Sq on three sides.

genstern, Headmistress of the o Teceived the cheque on The Festival of the Arts for 1959 will be held on With  its entrance
the School's alf, {
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the Star Ferry concourse from Friday October S 9| wnath 3§ Bl e
16 to Sunday November 15 with the Arts Ball
as climax on Friday Nov r 20.

As l,heir contribution to th val the Garrison s Ltd w
Players are presenting the play “Amphitryon 38" by construction work
£ Jean Giradoux as adapled b Behrman. The Festival authorities will
us comedy on the Grecian thy porrow seats from local insti-
B Barbara Lawrence, b S o pm““"ed l"y Ml:l tutions. P

It embodies a cast of six men and five women. Details of the

casting meeting will be announced later; also th Tem or
of presentation is likely to be before the end oel..(;‘c.l?bgme 5 ary

Deep in the designing, Mr
% Prescott said the plan will be
T A i) off his drawing board. com-

- Bolan s C plete  with engineering cal-
‘ | . Py culations, about the middle of
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- . o £ 4] Then the whole project wil
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6 99 o o built  of wooden plarks, wil: |
The Bad Seed i 4 |remaixy there  only for the|

Festlval period-October 15 to

“The _Bad Seed,” Maxwell November 12

Anderson's  absorbing  drama ¢ 3 It is likeiy that the theatre

jof h;}dmd!ed evil, will be dun; b ' : wdill charge some additional

sented on October 6, 7 an s ENE N admission for recovery of ex-
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; axwell anderson " [tellsof a sweet, neat little girl % i 39 MISSIONS TO SEAMEIJ’~ 4 Aok 3
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The Garrisoh Players will present Maxwell Andefson's THE BAD SEED at the
Festival Theater, recently consttucted on the Star Ferry Concou:ae, Hong Kong
side, on four consecutive nights, beginning Hext Wednesday, Curtain each night
S at 8:30 Pl

This should be a "must-book=tickets-immediately" situation for all of us
o because the producer-director (Loren Lawrence) and practically off of the actors
£ ecat Allen, daughter of Harry Allen; Fred Fisher, Bea Yalsh, David licGrath,
3 - .(Iue: aséryke:‘ Elaine Woolman and Barbara Lawrence) are attached to the Consyj-
. o i For thi; one you might say "The American Consulate presents,,," Grease- s A %
] af:;lt diploma¢y} Not only that, but it's a rattling good play, Book early, >
i : g;all theater, only 300 seats or so, Book now, Book at Skinners, S :
| TR T, W TN iy S Tt s
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V SEE THE DAD SEED .=~ TONIGHT OR_TOMORROW NIGHT}
e —————

i ) s
. he excelfent production of "The-Bad Sced".at the
Two more chaneﬂtz: ;,e,eﬂ:g Star Ferry Concourse, Ticket: available at
mnm.mat:rt::‘;w,. For a rave review, see K,C, llarvey's comnents on
' a ’
| suoa"38 of today's HONS EONG STAIDARD,
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At the Ebenezer School and Home for the Blind, Pokfulum-

road, yesterday, a cheoue for $800 was presented to the School

by Mr H. Heitmeyer, President of the Garrison Players. The

amount was half of the profit- made from *he Garrison

Players’ recent production of “Bad Seed.” Miss Eva Mor-

genstern, Headmisiress of the School, received the cheque on
the School’s behalf,



A special attraction of this year’s Festival
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theatre which is to be built in the open space south of the
west wing of the Star Ferry Concourse.
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"The Festival of the Arts for 1959 wi
: will be hel

';he Star Ferry concourse from Friday Oecltdobg

§ to Sunday November 15 with the 'Arts Baj) [

as climax on Friday November 20 “

As their contribution to thé#é'stival ‘the Carri
Players are presenting the play arrison. (§

. “Am h' ; 3
Jean Giradoux : & phitryon 38
as adapted by SN Behrmian,
€..OT

This comedy on the Grecian theme w B e
uced by Mrs (§

Barbara Lawrence,

It embodies a cast of si

he .exact data (i .
of Octobe;-_te
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feet, the theatre will accom-
niodate 300 people,

Designed cn modern lines by
Mr John Prescott, lecturer in
| Architecture at the University
|of Hongkong, the theatre is the
first ever for Hongkong’s
Festival of the Arts.

One peculiarity about the
theatre is a stage, 30 feet by
20 feet, to be ‘sited on the westl
—or-long==side-of the rectangle,
abutting the seawnall,

Three sides :

The stage is. so planned
that the audiénce ecan see it
on three sides.

With « its entrance opposite
the entrance to the ferry pier,
the theatre will Dbe detached
from the main exhibition
grourd. .

Messrs Far East Cork Pro-|
ducts Ltd. will carry out the
construction work.

The Festival authorities will
borrow seats from local insti-

tutions.

Temporary

Deep in the designing. Mr
Prescott said the plan will be
oft his drawing board, com-
plete with engineering cal-
culations, about the middle of
this week.

Then the whole project widl
be  submitted.  to . the 'Public
Works Department - for — ap-
proval,

The temporary  structure,
built- ‘of wooden: planks, wil:
remairy there ' only for the
Festival period-October 15 to
{November: 12.

1 1t is likeiy that the 't_hga.tre
will = charge some additional
admission for recovery of ex- |
penses,




| by maxwell anderson

OCTOBER 12, 13, 14, 15 at 8.30 P.M.
~ FESTIVAL THEATRE, STAR FERRY CONCOURSE H.K. ,

bookings at skinners
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Garrison Players

Plan To Present
“The Bad Seed”

~ “The Bad Seed,” Maxwell
Anderson’s ab1SOI‘b1n0“- drama
of inherited -evil, will be pre-
sented on Octo}bfer 6, 7. and” &
by the Garrison Players at
their first production of 'the
1960-61 season, Mr ‘Horxt Heit-
meyer, c,om:mutbeea chairman,
announiced yesterday.

It will be staged outdoors, on
the terrace of the Fore1gn Cor-
respondents’ Club ‘in Conduit
Road. Mr Loren Lawrence will
produce, ~ .

The play, which was a hit of
the 1955 New  York = season,
tellsof a sweet, neat little girl
who commits thmee ugly mur-
ders. The drama builds as the
girl’'s -mother slowly learns the
truth and, while grappling with
this, also leartn\s that her own
ﬁn.othecr was a ma.ss mumdleress




R

T SR CASTING TVIEETING 5o
“T_HE BAD SEED”
.7 FOR ALL ADULT PARTS

' "'1', ~  Friday, July 29, & p.m. |
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The Garrison Players will present Maxwell Anderson's THE BAD SEED at the
Festival Theater, recently consttucted on the Star Ferry Céncourse, Hong Eong

side, on four consecutive nights, beginning Hext Wednesday, Curtain each night

at 8:30 Pif,

This should be a "must-book=-tickets-immediately" situation for a1l of us

NESELA et ™S

because the producer-director (Loren Lawrence) and practically off of the actors

(lletta Allen, daughter of Harry Allen; Fred Fisher, Bea Wlalsh, David FHcGrath,

Jerry Stryker, Elaine Woolman and Barbara Lawrence) are attached to the Consul-

' ate, For this one you might say "The American Consulate presents,.,'" Grease-
paint diplomacys Not only that, but it's a rattling good play, Book early,
Small theater, only 300 seats or so, Book now, Book at Skinners,

/\ SEE THE DAD SEED ,m- TONIGHT OR TOMORROW NIGHT:

Restival-Theater located in the Star Ferry Congcourse, Tickets available at

‘5?#,; Skinner's or at the door, For a, rave review, see A Harvey S comments on
| page 16 of today s HONG KONG STANDARD. /

Two more chances to see the excellent productibn of "The+Bad Seed".at the

Age &V TN | o ;\/"'
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LAST PERFORMANCE TONIGHT
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by maxwell anderson
OCTOBER 12, 13, 14, 15 at 830 P.M.
FESTIVAL THEATRE, STAR FERRY CONCOURSE H.K.

bookings at skinners

.
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ARTS
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stage and crowd space provided 1ast year was found too small,

A temporary theaire (above) ls being built on the Wes-
tern side of the Slar Ferry Concourse for the Gth Festival of
. Arts which will be held between October 16 and November
A larger theatre is being erecled (his year because the

by maxwell anderson

bookings at skinners

OCTOBER 12, 13, 14, 15 at 230 P.M.
FESTIVAL THEATRE, STAR FERRY CONCOURSE H.K.

| Art Festival, play
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‘ Netta Allen, lofl, and Mrs Thea Willard are pictured as they
»

rehearse a highly dramatie scene in “The Bad Seed,” the

American hit play which will be presented on October 12, 13,
be

| 14 and 15 at the Festival of Arts Theatre, soon to
= L constructed on the Star Ferry Concourse. Rehearsals are |

being held at the Missions to Seamen.

— (Staff Pholographer).
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Arts Festival Theatre

Having Stage Dating
Back To Old Greece

The l&sﬁval of the

a type of stage that once flourished in England
in Shakespeare's time and dates back to ancient

Greece.

On this type of stage, u\ei third his back. Not only that,|
Garrison Players will present| but the stage is low,
“The | ground level, and all of the I "

Maxwell Anderson's
Bad Seed” on Oct. 12—some-
thing never before attempted
in the Colony.

It Is sometimes called “in
the round,” sometimes “arena
staging” and sometimes “Eliza-
bethan” (because it's as old
and even older than that),
and It provides the most in:
timate atmosphers ever devis
ed for a theatrical presenta-

tion. :
Unlike a conventional thea-
tre where the stage is eleval-

| od and the audience is offered
i but omne

perspective-straight
ahead—the theatre stage lnr‘
the production will be sur
rounded on three sides by

Arts Theatre will have

almost |

viewers' seats are set exceed. |
ingly close in, with the front
seat holders less than an)
arm's length away {rom the |
footlights.”

The effect (s almost to make |
the players and the audience |
one and produces in the play-
viewer a pleasantly uniqu
sense of rapport with the
tors,

“The Bad Seed” will
the first production to he
staged in the Festival Theatre
The Garrison Players will
peat the production on Oet |
13, 14 and 18. Curtain time
for all performances will be
at 8:30 pm,

Tickets are on sale at Skin | I-'
ners, | h
A percentage of the pro
ceeds will be turned over to
the Ebenezer School for the

|'The Bad Seed’
|Will Open
Arts Theatre

The Garrison Players' pro-
duction of Maxwell Ander-
son's hit play, “The Bad
Seed,” will epen the Festival
| of Arts Theatre soon to be
| constructed on the Star Ferry
Concourse,

The opening will be held
| on Oect. 12, with sueceeding
|| performances scheduled for
|| the nights of Oct. 13, 14, and
1|15
| A percentage of the pro-
|

.‘ ceeds will be turned over to
| the Ebenezer School for the |

Blind, to assist in the pur
chase of equipment for the
institution's new quarters,
which are now beling built on
Pokfulum Road at a cost in
excess of $1,000,000, a gift of

“ the Hongkong Jockey Club,

Rehearsals for “The Baa
Beed” are well under way at
Missiong to Beamen, with
Direetor Loren Lawrence and
his east meeting there three
and four nights a week,
Netta  Allen, 11-year-ola
doughter of Mr. and Mrs

| Henry W. Allen, Iy east In
| the lead role of Rhoda Pen
|| mark.

Mrs. Thea Willard plays the
role of the girl's mi Other
| prineipal parts are tal by
| Bea Walsh, David MeGrath,
| Jerry Stryker, Flaine Wool-
i man, Tom Lewis RBarbars
| Lawrence and Mario Ferras

GARRISON PLAY—Pictured as they rehearsed a scone In

“The Bad seed” hit Amarican play which will be presented |
on Oct, 12, 13, 14 and 15 at the Festival of Arts Theatrs
at the Star Ferry Concourss, are Thea Willard and Neta
fen. Rehesrsals are being held st the Missions te
Seamen,
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LAST PERFORMANCE TONIGHT

by maxwell anderson

OCTOBER 12, 13, 14; 15 at 8.30 P.M.

FESTIVAL THEATRE, STAR FERRY CONCOURSE H.K.
bookings a¢ skinners
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FESTIVAL

OF ARTS THEATRE

A temporary theatre (above) is being built on the Wes-
tern side of the Star Ferry Concourse for the 6th Festival of
Arts which will be held between October 16 and November
12. A larger theatre is being erected. this year because the

stage and crowd space provided last year was found too small.
— (Staff Photographer). .




by maxwell anderson

OCTOBER 12, 13, 14, 15 at 8.30 P.M.
FESTIVAL THEATRE, STAR FERRY CONCOURSE H.K.

bookings at skinners




Festival, play
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Netta Allen, left, and Mrs Thea Willard are pictured as they

rehearse a highly dramatic scene in “The Bad Seed,” the

American hit play which will be presented on October 12, 13,

14 and 15 at the Festival of Arts Theatre, soon to be

constructed on the Star Ferry Concourse. Rehearsals are
being held at the Missions to Seamen.

e —————————
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Arts Festival Theatre

Having Stage Dating
Back To Old Greece

. The Festival of the Arts Theatre will have
a type of stage that once flourished in England
in Shakespeare’s time and dates back to ancient

Greece.

On this type of stage, the
Garrison Players will present
Maxwell -Anderson’s “The
‘Bad Seed” on Oct. 12—some-
thing never before attempted
in the. Colony. ;

It is sometimes callecf “in
the.round,” sometimes “arena
staging” and sometimes “Eliza-
bethan” (because it’s as old
and even older than that),
and it provides the most in-
timate atmosphere ever devis-
ed for a theatrical presenta-
tion.

Unlike a conventxonal thea-
tre where the stage is elevat
ed and the audience is offered
but one perspective-straight
ahead—the theatre stage for
‘the productmnf will be sur
‘rounded on three sides by
the audience.

. Thus,.when a performer is
}’, proﬁle to the audience
S ?rectly in front, one third
of the viewers will ‘be seeing
fim full face and the other

for all performances W111
.at 8:30 p.m,

BHAR - ORsa L o SOE G ol

third his back. Not only that
but the stage is low, almos
ground level, and all of the
viewers’® seats are set exceed
ingly close in, with the fronf
seat holders less than ar
arm’s length away from the
footlights.”

The effect is almost to make
the players and the audience
one and produces in the play:
viewer a pleasantly unique
sense of rapport with the ac
tors. .

“The Bad Seed” will be
the first production to: be
staged in the Festival Theatre:
The Garrison Players will re:

-peat the production on. Oct

13, 14 and 15. Curtain time
be

Tickets are on sale at Skin.
ners.

A percentage of the pro~
ceeds will be turned over to
the Ebenezer School for theﬁ
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The Bad Seed’
Will Open
Arts Theatre

The Garrison Players’ pro-
duction of Maxwell Ander-
son’s hit play, “The Bad
Seed,” will epen the Festival
of Arts Theatre soon to be
constructed on the Star Ferry
Concourse,

The opening will be held
on Oct. 12, with succeeding
performances scheduled “for
the nights of Oect. 13, 14 and
15.

A percentage of the pro-
ceeds will be turned over to
the Ebenezer School for the .
Blind, to assist in the pur-
chase of equipment for the
institution’s new  quarters,
which are now being built on
Pokfulum Road at a cost in
excess of $1,000,000, a gift of
the Hongkong Jockey Club.

_ Rehearsals for “The Baa
Seed” are well under way at

R ——

Missions to Seamen, with . _ b = SR O R
Diveetor Loren Lawrenee and - 7% s - nit e A vy B d ot Sl
his cast meeting there three Gy e e -
and four nights a week. GARRISON PLAY—Pictured as they rehearsed a scene.in |

‘Netta Allen, 1l-year-ola “The Bad 5eed” hit American play which will be presented |
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. on Oct. 12, 13, 14 and 15 at the Festival of Arts Theatre
Henry W. Allen is cast in at the Star Ferry Concourse, are Thea Willard and Netta
the lead role of Rhoda Pen- - .!en. Rehearsals are being held at the Missions to |
‘mark. Seamen. bt , .
. Mrs. Thea Willard plays the s perpomp g PR : -“."‘-.-::'.*i'e"", S
role of the girl’s mother. Other | = = 125 9% ARG 4
cipal parts are taken by

‘ lﬂ\,’ David.: _ MeGrath,
Elaine Wool-
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- Arts Festival Thealre

Has Elizabethan Stage

3 resent Maxwell
Garrison Pla‘.‘l'f‘?hep Festival of the

-nighters will
never before attempted in

‘ When the Bad Seed”
:' ;:n:i"';(}::'?treﬂ(:: October 12, the first
[ ris Thes

he seeing

gomelhing

“j 3 ction will be sun'thnded
ni:r::(- i s:;m:}l\lree sides by the audience.

| round 1 S es “Eliza- | Thus, when a performer is in
ing” @ .«\:.:’.zl-“:;“i»‘ as old | profile to the audience dgrecy‘tly

| bothan ”’;d-‘- Shan that). But | in front, one third of tl}l\EfVle“el‘;
;m:l "\;':'\i‘ is described, it pro- | will be seeing him full face an

owev: < ~

4 imate atmos- other third his back. Not
. m:;rr;?;a thea- at;y that but the stage Is low,
almost at ground level, z;x;l alt
el onventional thealT® | of the viewers' seats are ex-
“““kﬁ' -'l/;.':':: is clevated and | ceedingly close in, with the
where the sa€¢ C 003 but one | gront seat holders less than an
. nee iraight ahead—he | grm’s length away from the
heatre stage for this | footiights.

=~ This type of staging Iis vir-
tually as old as the theatre
jteelf, It flourished in England |

,.;n Anderson's “Bad Seed.” The g Ty s o

4 Festival Theatre on the Hongk .
(Stalt Photogrupher). i G"I 12' Stafs WIhe Bad Seed” will be the
E / ’

FESTIVAL PRODUCTION | o e o o sagt I

the Festival Theatre, which is

) ¢ - ’ ;
NL \\\0 I" Festlval s l’ ;.lc:m'ng cpmpldxon on the

= ~ A a2 : Ay % ongkong side of the Star ngrr
BY GARRISON PLAYERS S5 Opening Play [ iy T S

Players ugl] repeat their produc-
i i i 13, 14 and 15
1 The Garrison Players will | tion on October b ;

OPENQ HEI{E r]‘()N](‘I'I’l‘ : present Maxwell Anderson’'s at 830 pm.
Yl ) 3 I “Bad Seed” as the opening at-
i ‘ | traction at the newly complet-
The Garrison Players will present Maxwell ed Festival Theatre on the

ides the mo
: s gvor devise
r.‘\w.(;mlm.

A reene from last night’

y L ghi's Dress Rehearsal of M
ison Players are presenting it at the newly vnnn“h
Star Ferry concourse at 8.30 pm today Y

Anderson’s “Bad Seed” the opening ¢ i Star Ferry Hongkong Con-
AP k ng attraction i

at the ne\\"ly completed Festival Theatre on the course tonight at 830.
Hongkong Star Ferry concourse at 8.30 pm today. plfyer‘zv’”ﬁr;f pt,:faucng‘mu'}

It will be the Garrison |——sse——— the 106061 season and is be-

Players’ first production of the | { ing staged as their contribu-
1960-61 sesson and is being

presented as their centribution X fion togins _Slxth Amoual
to the sixth annual Hongkong Y ;{}(::gklong Fjlclst};\eal §hihasars.
Festival of the Arts, The play i i
will be repeated tomorrow and 13, 14 and 15 at the same
on Friday and Saturday at the S | time "and place.

same time and place. | | The principal character in |

——
A percentzge of the proceeds Ar‘h's'h.c 5pice %{'m@bg By K. C. Harvey Qﬁg::son’s famous play is |
NN

P Penmark, an extra-
will. be. turmed over to  the ol d Ta
Ebenezer Schocl for the Blind ordinarily neat, well-manner-
to ' assist in ~ the purch:se of

ed, intelligent eight-year-old

o
equipment for the institution's I . girl, adored by her parents
new quarters, which are now and neighbours. But she also
‘being built on Pckfulum-road es Iva is a “bad seed,” selfish, with-
at a cost in excess of $1,000,000, out seruples or conscience

a gift of the Hongkong Jcekey | Playinig ! this!: alitentt .

Club., unusual sspect of ihe Colony is that i is designed irato playgeets 'o exPRS|is Netta Allen, 12 yearaly

N
A forthcoming Festival of to accommodate the audien- their dissatisfaction! daughter of Mr. and Mrs,

The principel charecter in

‘ i One does not envisage a |
, . "is Rhod The Arts, here in Hongkong ce on three sides of a low n 5 | H All
?;d:;ms I:Ir?ouseﬂ:;cﬁiin‘a)ril; will be the temporary thea- stage — arend form, or return to Elizabethan times | al:;:’a'“ i:n n(;{ Il()a\lvloon. Netta |
" neat. well-mannered, intelligent | tre that has been erected on rather in the manner of the .4.allhough th?_ choice  of || of the play and is t?‘ne scene |
eight-year-old girl, adcred by the Star Ferry Concourse Elizabethan Theatre. play, “Bad Seed” by Maxwell est leading 1ad e young. |
her perents and . neighbours. | Hongk side. Producer Loren Lawrence, Anderson, is provocativel ed by the G Y ever present.
But she also . is a ‘bad seed.’) ogsr:ng commuters have on behalf = of the Garrison The cast is headed by ele: The :th arrison Players,
selfish, without scruples cr con= |- i than a Players, has made the bold ven-year-young Netta Allen, that of er  starring role,
science ‘ been ' taking more h . ing hi ho plays the sweet-but-evil : the child's moth
’ i passive interest in this uni- venture of staging his forth- "who plavs o Christine Penmark. w1l s |
Playing this  difficult role is | que (for Hongkong) venture coming production of “Bad Rhoda, and Thea Willard, as taken by Thea Vill will be |
Netta Allen, 12-year-old daugh-| and in artistic circles ton- Seed” in the Festival Theatre. Christine, her mother. has had illard, who |

had been planned to  Other roles are filled by || extensive acting ex.

1 Mr znd Mrs Harry Allen [ : :
¥ Kowicon : Walsh, Fred Fisher, || I”""ce With Little Theatre

gues are a-wagging regarding It

of Kowlcon. Netta appears In ¢ “Bad Seed” on the Pes el : :
'j"‘au e e i ul*Sd“li thethpro‘s ol Jrajciip ol !sl;?:?ous terrace of the For- Mario Ferras, Jerry Stryker, be I‘ern::nbi:lel‘;oml" She will
¢ and is the younrgest lc,dm'z ..l‘-) a theatre. rtistic line eign Correspondents  Club, Elaine Woolman, David Me- theatre-goers by Hongkong >
qever presented by the Gerrison lst}?“];ﬂng ueeonacourse by But, several weeks past, when Grath, Barbara Lawrence, || ance as the | foruher merform. N
. 8. of e Ferry ) : 3 bot. || unatic,
The other starring role, that work use of masonite, the invited by the Arts Festiva eI Ml avers’ productiny or =
1\ of the child’s mother. Christine planners have produced  a committee to produce me{: unfamiliar L thst vgit}‘), A Gynt, ‘Peer
B i A theatre that is a5 intriguing PaY J Ty Gl hl goer:i-new theatre and a par-| [f Qther mempers of th,
| Thea Willard, who has had ex- as it is functional. was decided to accept the ﬁr:? Lagw titatre ant AP I v‘}'ﬂude o, @ "cast
| tensive acting experience with Test of the product will be offer. 4 A haouy{ e ineretiog, 1t/ St:;ih, David McGrath, Je
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A scene from last night’s Dress Rehearsal of

Garrison Players are presenting it at the newly com Maxwell Anderson’s “Bad Seed.”

Star Ferry

BY GARRISON
OPENS HERE

concourse at 8.30 pm today, — (Staff p

The
pleted Festival Theatre on the ¥ k
hotographer). SRy

FESTIVAL PRODUCTION |

PLAYERS
TONIGHT |

The Garrison Players will

,Gar present Maxwell
Anderson’s “Bad Seed” as the opéning attraction
at the newly completed Festival Theatre on the

It will be -the Garrison
Players’ first production of the
-| 1960-61 sezson and is being |
| presented as their centribution
to the sixth annual Hongkong
Festival of “the Arts. -The -play
will be repeated tomorrow and
| on Friday and Saturday at the

| same time -and place.

A percentzge of the prcceeds
will. be.turned over to the
' Ebenezer Schocl for the Blind
to * assist in the purchzse ' of
. cquipment for the institution’s

new quarters, which are now
" being ‘built on Pckfulum-road |

‘at a cost in excess of $1,000,000, &
a gift of the Hongkong Jcckey
' Club.

The principal character in
Anderson’s famous play is Rhoda
 Penmerk,. an extraordinarily
neat, well-mannered, intelligent
- eight-year-old girl, adcred by
riﬁher parents and neighbours.
" But she =mlso is a ‘“bad seed.)
e}ﬁsh. without scruples cg con-
science. A
" Playing this difficult role is
- Netta Allen, 12-year-old daugh- |
" {er of Mr znd Mrs Harry Allen
.~ of Kowlcon. Netta appears In
all but cne scene cf the play,
and is the youngest lecding ledy |
- ever presented by the Gerriscn
. Players, s

The other starring role, that ||
of the child’s mother, Christine
Penmark, will be teken by
Thea Willard, who has had ex-
tensive acting experience with
Little Theatre * groups in Cali- :
fornia. She played the lunatic [l
old woman in last secson’s Gar- ||
" rison:  Players’ producticn of foiid

“Peer Gynt.” ¢ . A . [‘

Other members = of the cast |
include Fred Ficher, Bea Walsh, [=
David McGrath, Jery Stryker, {
Elzine Woolman, Tcm Lewis, e
Barbara Lewrence, Mario Ferras [0
and Michae]l Talbot. The Pro- [
ducer ang director is- Loren \
Lewrence

\(.I»’l "'u
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" will be the temporary

| and in artistic circles

. ingeniously contrived
~ work use
~ planners have produced a

Hongkong Star Ferry concourse at 8.30 pm today.
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Artistic Spice ’{fwj«ﬁboBy K.C. Harvey!i
S

HK's Festival Theatre

A N unusual aspect of the
A forthcoming Festival of
The Arts, here in Hongkong
thea-
tre that has been erected on
the Star Ferry Concourse
Hongkong side,

Ferry commuters have
been taking more than a
passive interest in this uni-
que (for Hongkong) venture
ton-
gues are a-wagging regarding
the pros and the cons of such
a theatre.

Simulating the artistic line
of the Ferry Concourse, by
open-
of masonite, the

theatre that is as
as it is functional.

Test of the product will be
in the acoustics: it is a noisy
site for an auditorium and
whether or not the voices of
the players on stage will hold
their own against the inces-
sant caterwauling of the

intriguing

. npoisy-by-nature ones, remains

to be proved.
* * *

T HE essential difference
botween the temporary
theatre on the Star Ferry
West Pier and that of any
other auditorium in the

Colony is that it is designed
to accommodate the audien-
ce on three sides of a low
stage — arena form, or
rather in the manner of the
Elizabethan Theatre,

Producer Loren Lawrence,
on behalf of the Garrison The cast is headed by ele-
Players, has made the bold ven-year-young Netta Allen,
venture of staging his forth- ‘who plays the sweet-but-evil
coming production of “Bad Rhoda, and Thea Willard, as
Seed” in the Festival Theatre. Christine, her mother.

It had been planned to  Other roles are filled by

irate playgoers to express
their dissatisfaction!

One does not envisage a |
return to Elizabethan times
...although the choice of|
play, “Bad Seed” by Maxwell
Anderson, is provocative!

mount “Bad Seed” on the Bea Walsh, Fred Fisher, |
spacious _terrace of the For- Mario Ferras, Jerry Stryker,
eign Correspondents Club, Elaine Woolman, David Me-

But, several weeks past, when
the Garrison Players were
invited by the Artg Festival
_committee to produce their
play in the new theatre, it
was decided to accept the
offer.

The decision was made
after all considerations had
been evaluated — such  as
weather uncertainties,  cost

Grath, Barbara Lawrence,
Tom Lewis, Michael Talbot.
Several of the names are|!
unfamiliar to Hongkong play-
goers — so  that, with a
brand-new theatre and a par-|
tially-newcomer cast, it
should be an 'interesting, if |
controversial, production! (§

“Bad Seed” will be staged ||
in the Festival Theatre on @&
ot adapting the Club terrace, Wednseday, Thursday, Friday |
ease of transportation AND and Saturday, 12, 13, 14 and |
parking facilties near at 15 Oct., at 830 p.m, each|
hand. night,

With the arena 'plan, audi-|
ence participation is realitic:
I am sure that we shall
derive considerable interest
from the Players' production |||
of “Bad Seed.” L

* L] *

W ITH the  Elizabethan
Theatre, mud-slinging, ac-
companied by generous
quotas of liberally-ripened soft
fruit, was the device used by
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Arts Festival Theatre
Has LElizabethan Stage

When the Garrison Players present Maxwell
Anderson’s “The Bad Seed” at the Festival of tl3e
Arts Theatre on October 12, the first-nighters will
be seeing something never before attempted in

Hongkong.

It is sometimes called “in the
round,” sometimes “arena stag-
ing”  and sometimes “Fliza-
bethan” (because it is as old
and even older than that). But
however it is described, it pro-
vides the most intimate atmos-
phere ever devised for a thea-
trical presentation.

Unlike a conventional theatre
where the stage is elevated and
the audience is offered but one
perspective—straight ahead-the
Festival Theatre stage for this

B = S

' tua Ly,

production will be surrqunded
on three sides by the audience.

Thus, when a perforrmez: is in
profile to the audience directly
in front, one third of the viewers

| will be seeing him full face and

the other third his back. Not
only that but the stage is low,
almost at ground level, and ali
of the viewers’ seats are set ex-
ceedingly close in, with the
front seat holders less than an

arm’s length away from the
footlights,

This type of staging is vir-
as old ag the theatre
iteelf. It flourished in, England
during Shakespeare’s time.

“The Bad Seed” will be the
first production to be staged in
the Festival Theatre, which 1is
nearing  completion on the
Hongkong side of the Star Ferry
Concourse, The Garrison
Players will repeat their produc-
tion on October 13, 14 and 15,
at 8.30 pm.




Girl, 12, Stars
s n Festivals
% Opening Play

The Garrison Players will |
present Maxwell Anderson’s
“Bad Seed” as the Opening at-
traction at the newly complet- |
‘ed Festival Theatre on the
Star  Ferry Hongkong Con. |
course tonight at 830,

It will he the Garrison
Players’ first production of
the 1960-61 Season and is be-
ing staged as their contripy.
tion to the Sixth  Annyal
Hongkong Festival of the Arts,
The play will pe repeated Qct, ‘
13, 14 and 15 at the same

time "and place,

The prineipa] character in
Anderson’s famoys play s |
Rhoda Penmark, an extra-
ordinarily neat, well-manner.
ed, intelligent eight-year-olq

girl, adored by her parents
and neighbours, Byt she also
is a “pad seed,” selfish, with.
out seruples or conscience,
Playing  thig difficult role
Is  Netta Allen, 12-year-old
daughter of Mr. angd Mrs,
‘Harry Allen of Kowloon, Netta |

1
groups in Califopniy
‘be remembereq by
theatre-goerg for u
‘ance as the lunatie, o4 Woman
in last Season’s  Garrison

fPlayers’ Production of “Peer
; Gynt”

. She will
Hongkong
er merform..

Ner, Bea

| Walsh, Dayig McGrath, Jel‘ryl
stry}cer, Elaine Woolman, Tom
’LGW.IS, Barbary Lawrenee,
([ Mario Ferras  apg Michae]
Talbot, Tha producer ang

| director 5 1open Lawrence, .

| Bookings may be made gt
| Skinners,
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