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WITH the succesful launching of the drama season by the Garrison Playe »w ar
attention paid to their selection of plays, expert production, and considers
is time to consider the future of this talented group. :

by John Luff

For if such talent can be
mustered, and such audiences
can be pulled through the
theatre doors, this present group
should hold together, not only
for their own sake, but for the
best interests of drama in the
Colony.

Interests

But the time has come when
the committee and the actors
should meet with the serious
intention of discussing whether
their best interests ave served by
retaining their present name,
and whether the selection of a
new name might not be better
in rallying newcomers who
might ‘be put off by thinking
that Garrison Players is repre-
sentative of the Garrison; and
in appealing to the public who
might imagine that the Garrison
Players represent the Garrison.
For in spite of the title, the
Garrison Players have had only
e slightest relations with the

Gent, and this season there is
Servi Ji

My reason for suggesting this
change of name is that in no
way are the Garrison Players
meeting the objects for which
they were formed, .

This is the position. Follow-
ing the re-occupation of the
Colony in 1945, immediately
the utilities were functioning.
the problem of restoring social
iife was given attention.

The past

In looking ahead, a little
looking over the shoulder was
performed also, and in {rying
to obtain an appreciation of
past events, it was felt that
some aspects of the pre-war
Colony days were undesirable
for the future.

While, this is no place to dis-
cuss morale, it was felt that if

the Colony of the future
avoided falling into ecliques and
sets, and the multi-national

communities were led to form
one community by finding in-
terests in common endeavour,
the future of the Colony would
be better served.

Intention

So it was that the Army was
directly responsible for forming
two societies, and it was the
declared military intention of
maintaining a maximum con-
tribution to these societies,

The Garrison Players, one of
the two societies, was to be a
Service company of players,
perferming for the entertain-

ment of the whole Colony, It
was felt that much could be
achieved by showing that a
soldier’s talents were = not

particular

If‘;biﬁty it
2 {,‘:1,
limited to performing his mili-
tary duties. The British
ldier’s . place in the commu-

nity, in  those days, was em-
Phw%by a 'pamphlet which

bore the title, “The Citizen
Six years
Unfortunately, these high

notions, born from the success-
ful eonclusion of six years harc
fighting, have come to nothing
Garrison and the civilians are
as remote as ever they were.

So the

Players, has become meaning.

name. Garrisor

-
less; " its objectives not at

tempted; its intentions un.
heeded.

Better all round that the
gallant {roopers who now

troop wunder the flag of the
Garrison Players, find a nami
for themselves, one more de
finite in describing who an
what they are.




TO MERGE OR NOT TO N
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Garrison Players,
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?[fo merge or not to merge—that is the ques-
tion eonfronting two amateur dramatic groups in
the @olony; and with the forthcoming advent of
the new City Hall, the problem is one of prime
significance to the Hongkong Stage Club he

Garrison Players. ; &
This idea of amalgamation originated

a year ago when certain members of
clubs thpught it desirable to pool their tale:
resourees with the idea of achievir
produetion standards. It was also tho
vith the fusing of the two bodies into one
mateur dramatic society, a united frol

vould join the ranks without bias.

At a discussion meeﬁ‘r,@ It was also interes

versa. )
The reason for this *one club
flourishing at the expense of the
other” was thought to be main
ly due to the lack of inferested
individuals. ¥

The meeting, under the chair
manship of Mr R. E. Lawry, waj
held to examine whether ther
was a case for amalgamation.

For and against

Arguments FOR an amalga
mation were:

@ The pooling together of
talents in both productiol
and acting;

®The elimination of waste
ful competifion;

@A strong central panel of
administration;

@An end to productions whieh
were “at the mercy” of tem
peramental producers as we
as actors;

eThe public would benefit|
from better standards, and
the cultural life of the
Colony would brighten.
Arguments AGAINST an

amalgamation were:

eThe individuality of the
clubs would be lost;

@A lessening in the variety
of approach; E

@®The lack of competition.

Amalgamation

To put it conclusi‘ely',‘ amal-
,gamation  is not as " strong in
practice as it is in principle.

But by alf means let lmal <
mation have a go; for. one Iagﬁc
to see many—if at all existen{—
reagons why it should not eceur.

This is a matter  wher

ayerage Hongkong ,,i’;,},heﬁ
jould throw in his light, because
two societies in = question
lexist for the enthusiast in drama
no less than for the man-in-the-
street who wants to see a good
play.

recently by the two clubs, it was | from examples of res years,
Hointed out that a considerable | that one group enjoyed a'season
Ihnumber = of er husiasts were | of success by produ ' more
embers of both the Stage Club | ambitious productions at the ex-
iand the Garrison Players. pense of the other, which had to
resort to minor ones;iand wvice-



A SUBJECT of mutual in _,'
est to our two leadi

drama groups provoked lively
discussion at the respective
B annual general meetings of]
8 each organization. =

§ The Garrison Players, fol-
lowed by The Stage Club, had
88 their respective sessions, and
S at each there appeared on the
U agenda the important item of
a possible merger. .

While personally .deploring

M any plan to amalgamate the

¥ Players and the Stage Club, 1
| realise that the reason why
the item appeared on the res-
pective agendas of the two
groups was chiefly because of
¥ finance.

Although  The  Garrison |
Players ended the financial
season satisfactorily, it is not
% “making money”. And the
Stage Club had a small debit
balance with its major pro-
duction of the seasan

® [ J %y
TO merge the two drlma
groups would reduce over 3
heads, but in so doing the in-|
8 dividuality and independence
of each would be sacrificed.
@l It is heartening to note that,
all question of finance put
aside, neither the Players nor
the Stage Club strongly sup-
port an amalgamation, of re-
sources, but each is wise
enough to appreciate the bene-
fits to be derived from work-
ing together as much as possi
ble. )
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Choose New Plav

Thre Garrlson Pl:ayers have
e'cted “The Heiress,” by Ruth
md Augustus Goetz, as their
third production of the season,
The play, based on the Henry

James novel,  “Wiashington f

Square,” will be dl.re'cﬁed by
Tmothy Birch.

A casting meeting w111 be
held next Tuesday at 8 pm at
the M_lssmnﬂ. to Seamen, and

mance will pe |
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