
TO MERGE OR NOT TOMEffl? 

The Garrison 
NO MORE· 

·Players 

A problem, for the 
HK Stage Club and 

Garrison Players, 
BY DAVID E. L. WONG 

To merge or not to merge-that is the ques
tion confronting two amateur dramatic groups in 
the Colony ; and with the for t hcoming adYent of 
the new City Hall, the problem is one of prime 
;ignificunce to the Jlon11:kong Stage Club and t> 

Garrison Players. . 1 • 
Thi~ idea of amalgamation originate« al 

a yea1· ago when certain members of the11e 
d uh~ t,hpught it desirable to pool their t alent, 
n•~ources with the idea of achie,;rrg 11;,ettc 
production gtandards. It wati also thoui&hJ., that 

WlTB th~ succ~sful lau~ching ~f the drama season by the Garrison Players, and with particular 
. . attention _pnid to their selection of plays, ex1iert production and considerable action ability i ' 1 
1s time to consider the future of this talented group. ' ~" ~ 

•ith the ru~ing of the two bodies in~':> one 'co'timon 
mateur dl'amatic society, a united front as it 

vere, would be formed and more interested people 
•,ould join the ranks without bias. 

:nu.rte~. !:;flel~:iien:: b Luff ~led d~l~~r!o~~ng Bh;sj {f~0
~ tl~ i~clli~ it: o cliJ(~~:1ft ~r fr~~ \\~~~;e~0~~~~,•~.:~ 

For Ii such ta lent can be I "' 
should hold tQ&"elher. not only nity, in tho.-e days, was , 1)ti.. r of e n, .huslai::u 4"". Gt" P :h1c1.qa: mort 

I 
theatre doors. this pr~ent il"OUP y John .M>ldler's place in tht! corn<bU- d out that a comndera that one- group enjoye-d a sea!IOtl 

tor their ov.m sake. but !CK" the ---------------' ph,as.ised by 3 pamphlet vA~c'n l a~f~Ltlon~ ., the ex~ 
ro1~terests of dr.ima in th e :\"' ~:~e-r:~• title, "The Ci( -~""1 l\,~ ....... - ...... -~::-: ... • n &,. li;;-,_~ ; 'i,;;, ~ b~,: ~· 

l . • ~· reason for suggest.Inl' this the Colony of the ruture • .-, nlerests cna.nge c,t mun e is that in Do nvoided fallinr into cliques and Six years r The r eason for this .. one dub 
way a.re the Oa.rrison P layer.s sets, and the mulU-national J. flourishing at the cxpc_n,e of th, 

But the time has come when meeting th.e ObJects tor wb.ich communities were led to form ~ nrortunn tely, the<.f: other" was thought to~ main 
~~tf~!!t~,-lt~ d th1:;e ~~i':i! th

ey were formed. ~;r~t~~ u~!~ !Y fin~ in- notion~, born from lhf: sue( , :~df~du~ !l~hc lack of n tereste 
Jntention o f d iSCU5sin 5: wht:ther This Is the politlon, F ollow• the ·r~ture of the ~ol~~Ye!:..1fc{ ~l\~oncl~sioil or six :n.•:ir -. h;it:f 
thelr bcq inte rests a?.e fX'J'Ved by mg the re--occupation of the be better !-erved. G~rri~~ :~·d 1~~

01
~ 1:fi;~~-~l·:!1.~ 

~~~i~-~~tb~cifhep!!::C~ion ~~ea ~~~~u~°es =~ =«!':. Intention as remote as ever they were. rew njme m ight no t be bctlc r tnc problem ot restOrin&" social So it was that. the Anny was So th<' namr. 
~jgh~al ~ng pu~~~i:;_:~hin~~:: li!c was given attcntlon. d i!·c.::1~• _ re:sponsible for forming Pl:lyr rs. h:1!1; ht"1•0111r mr.- t1 '. nr 
that GarrL<:0n Pla vers is rcorc- ,-,,'he pas/ ldwo souetie.s, and it was the less; Hs obJ<"ctivt• ,,01 
~tau ve _ot the Garrison: and ..l I Cf::brud. m iliU ry intention or ...-. 
lll aoo:eaUng to the Public who n,1mtrurJng a m aximum con -
mjKht 1ma,:Onc that the G arrbon In looking ahead, a litUe 1rlbution to these societies. 
Players represent the Carrison. ;::c,~~~vc; L._~~\1~~j~~~~ The Garrison Pfay~ , om. ot 

For in spite ut the Utle, the to obtain an a ppreciaUon of th, two soc-ictie:., was 10 be a 
Ga r rJson Pla~ have had on)J. pn!:l cvc-nts, it wu..• fc-lt that S<-rvice company or players, 

~i~~~h:::tJ~~~,o~e ~ !!e~~ (:~k,~,y a~!-" \i:re thind~f;;{,fe J)1•tfo:-ming for the cn.tcrlain
O!H~r Commanding is Presi- for the future,, ::; l te~ 

1~:at:;i°!,\ Co~~~ ~ 
dent, and th.i!. s~on there is W'bilc. thi9 is no plac-c, to dis- a ,:h.it. .. , ed by showing that o 
one Serv. tt-at i! bOJdler'ir tal,:o1S -,~ not 

\ 

A ~,ruf;1' .".;, ":~~~.~w~-
<irama ifOUpl pr ovoked llv~ 
ductU.'-JOn at the re.spectl• 
annual generill meettoas J 
each orgamul!on. 

The- Garnsoa Plajer1, .r . 
Jowed b1 The Stage Club, tu• 
their rc:1pf<"t1ve ltb5JOn1, anr! 
a1 ncb there appured on tbt 
agt"tJ<b the unportanl 1tt"m of ii
a powble merier. 

While ?('UonaJly deplorin1 
jlny pJan to a.ml111m1t.e the 
Pia) er1 and lhe s11,:e Club. J 
ttali.e lbat lhe re-.a!IOn wh1 
the item apptartd on the r es· 
pcctlve 1£f'ndu of the two 
frGUPI ... dUtfly btcawe of 
finanC'I!' 

AJthouzb The Garruon 
Pl.a1tt1 ended th'° ftnal'lC"lal 
JN.JOn 11U1t1c-torJlt. n J.J not 
""m•kinl m,,n,t" And the 
star~ Club b.ld I 5mlU debit 
balanoe 111th H.1 m,jM pro 
duct.ion of tbr HHon. . . . 
"PO mer,r the two drUP 
-' -IJ"OUPI would ~durl9 OTtr 

bta~. but jn ,o dolnr th11 Ul 
d.h1duaUtJ and ,ndependmtt' 
of ucb would be Ntri!ttd. 

n u lleartrnl-. to 001, Uu< 
all qunt.Jon of Anance put 
uidf'. aetthn th, Pl11ttt nor 
u,., ~~ Club r.ront21 1up
pon an amalpmatlon of tt 
~f:"6. but rarh- b .-l• 
tnourb to 1pprtti1t• th, bf'D• 
fit, to r,, d,r1,..,i fn>m work 
Ln.a to,lftlwr at m aeb ,a poaJ ~·· 

tempted: 

hrt'df-d. 

HrfU'r :1II round lh11 t lh 
,:-alla1lt lrOf"I Jlt'I~ '\ ho 110\\' 
LrooJJ u111h•r llw na,r or tlu~ 
Garrl,011 Play c,•rs, find u n .im 
for I h l'mi.e• h ·1•,. Ont' mort" df"• 
finlt r In dr-.crlblnt who ttnrl 
Wh'tt llu•v 11re. 

For and against 
..\rfllmt'nl-. F OR ;tU :11n1l.r1 

m:ition wetf': 
• Th<" poolin~ to~rlh<" t o 

t.:l l f'nis in both produ<"lio1 
and actinr : 

e The elimination or wa...'iW' 
ful competit,ion; 

e A s trong central pinr-1 o 
administration : 

e An end to oroduct iom , tihid 
w ere "at the m ercy•• of tem 
p cramcn tal prod ucen as wel 
as actors; 

eThe public would benefit 
rrom better sbndards. and 
lh<" cultural life of tbt" 
Colony would brl.ibte:n. 
Ar111ruents AGAINST 

amalJamation w r re: 
eThe ind lvldualit:r of 

clubs would ~ to!tl; 
eA lesse ning- Jn lbe YarieftY 

or appro3Ch; 
eThe lack of compdillon. 

Amalgamation 
To put it conclu~lvcl)", amnl-

1gomotion is not at s trona in 
p.ractico as it is In pr mc.:1plc . 

But by olf means kt a mnlga
lllatlon hDVL' n go; fo r one fo ils 
to f.t.'t' numy-if rat nil C'xis lt.•nt

.,.,,,..,,,, .• .,,. rcn-.on!J why ll ~hould not occu1·. 

Garrison' Players 
Choos" New Play 

TJ),(' G ani.on Playt-r .. hove 
•el,eted "111<" H~lrtu." by Rt.1th 
1M Auf'Jttu• Got-LL, '" th"ir 
third produt'llon C11 llu! -n 
Th 1,ay, ba·ed on lhe Henry 
J■met novrl, ''Wuhtn,rto,n 

~,:~; R;~~ be dlT~ by 

A tHllr,1 ,,,..., lnr v. 111 be 
held nnl Tu•od,y •l 8 vm t 
the ldw Ion• to Seamen a:d 
the ope,>lna: per!ormanc.. ~II 
~~ ~1'7 23 at the Lo~ 

...,h i- i~ a mnttcr w hrrc th!! 
average Hongkona- ptnya:OC'r 

1>ulcl throw In his light, bccnu ~e 
c lwo soci1•Ucs in <tlll•sllo n 

1:xlst ror lhi! cnthu:do~t In drnmn 
no Jc.u thrm Cnr th<' mrm-in-thL•
H rt..'<'t who wa11t11 t:o t.,·c n 100<.I 
play. 



The Garrison 
NO MORE· 

· 'Players 
WITH the succesful launching of the drama season by the Garrison Playen, and with particular 
• attention paid to their select ion of plays, expert production, and considerable action ability it 
is time to consider the future of this talented group. · 
For if such talent oan be 

mustered, and such audiences 
can be pulled through the 
theatr e doors. this present ,group 
should hold together, not only 
for their own sak e , but for the 
};)est interests of drama in the 
Colony. 

Interests 
But the t ime ' has come when 

the committee and the actors 
should meet with the serious 
intention of discussing wh eth er 
their bc~t interests are served by 
retainin g their present name. 
and wh ether 1he seledion of a 
n ew nam e migh t not be better 
in r allyin_g- newcomers who 
might be put off by thinking 
that Garrison Players is repre
sentative of the Garrison; and 
in appealing to the p1,1blic who 
might imagine that th e Garrison 
Players represent the Garrison. 

For in spite of the title, the 
Carrison P layers h av e had only 
Uie slightest r elations with the 
llll.li tary for years. The Gener~ 
Otncer Commanding is Presi
dent, and. this season there is 
One Servi 

John Luff I 
My reason for suggesting this 

change o,f nam e is that in no 
way are the Garrison Players 
meeting the objects for which 
they w ere formed. ' 

This is the position. Follow 
ing the r e-occupa tion of the 
Colony in 1945, immediately 
th e utilities were functiolning. 
foe problem of restoring social 
life w as given attention. 

The p ast 
In looking ahead, a little 

looking over the shoulder w as 
performed also, and in trying 
to obtain an appreciation of 
past events, it was felt that 
some aspects of the pre-w ar 
Colony days were u ndesirable 
for the future. 

W hile. this is no place to dis
cuss morale, it was felt that if 

the Colony of the future 
avoided falling into clique s and 
se~ , and the multit-nationaJ. 
communit ies were led to form 
one community b y finding in
terests in common endeavour, 
the future of the Colony would 
be better served. 

Intention 
So it w as th at th e Army was 

dfrece-y responsible for forming 
two sod eties, and it was the 
declared military intention of 
maintaining a maximum con
tribution to these societies . 

The Ga!rrison PlatYers, one of 
the t wo societies, was to be a 
Service company of players 
performing for the e:n.ter taini~ 
ment Oil the whole Colony, It 
was felt that mUJC'h could be 
achie•;ed by showing tha.t a 
soidier's talenlts w ere not 

limited to performing his mill 
t ar;y duties. The B r i t i s h 
soldier's place in the commu
n ity , in those days, was em
phasised by a pamphlet wh.i.ch 
boTe the title, "The Citizen 
SoJ.d.ier." 

Six years 
Unfortunately , th ese high 

notions, b or n from ti1e success
ful conclusio!1 or six ye'.l.TS hard 
fighting, h av e come to nothing 
Garrison an d t he civil ians an 
as r em ote a s ever they were. 

So the namf'. G'.: rriso,· 

Players. h as berome me.i TJ ioe-

less; · its objectives not at• 

tempted; its intentions un

heeded. 

BeUrr all ro1md thaL th< 
gaJia1\ t trooJJers who no"\, 
troop un,ler t-he flag of th{ 
Garrison Players, find a nam1 
for i,hemselves. one more de 
finite in describing who am 
w h at they are. 



o· TO~ERG 
A problem, for the 
HK Stage Club and 

Garrison Players , I 
BY DA VI D E. L. WONG 

To merge or not to merge-that is the ques
tion confronting two amateur dramatic groups in 
the Colony; and with the forthcoming advent of 
the new City Hall, the problem is one of prime 
significance to the Hongkong Stage Club and the 
Garrison Players. 

This idea of amalgamation originated ahn 
a year ago when certain member;:. of these tw 
dubs t.hpught it desirable to pool their talents an 
resources with the idea of achieving .better: 
production standards. It was also thoug.ht that 

ith the fusing of the two bodies in~o one common 
mateur dramatic society, a united front as it 
ere, would be formed and more interested people 

wuild join the ranks without bias. 
At a discussion meeting held 

ecently by the two clubs, it was 
ointed out that a considerable 
umber of er, "husiasts were 
embers of bott. the Stage Club 

It was also interestmg to note 
from examples of recent years, 
that one group enjoyed a season 
of success by producing more 
ambitious productions at the ex
pense of the other, which had to 
resort to minor ones; and vice
versa. 

nd the Garrison Players. 

The reason for this "one clue 
flourishing at the expense of th 
other" was thought to be main 
ly due to the lack of intereste 
inclividuals. 

The meeting, under the chalr 
manship of Mr R. E. Lawry, Wa! 
held to examine whether ther 
was a case for amalgamation. 

For and against 
Arguments FOR an nmolea 

mation were : 
• The pooling toge ther o 

talents in both productio 
and actine: 

• Tbe elimination of waste
ful eompetit;ion; 

• A strong central ponel o 
administration; 

eAn end to productions whic 
were "at the mercy"' of tem 
peramental producers as wel 
as actors; 

eThe public would benefit 
from better s~dards, and 
the cultural lile of the 
Colony would brighten. 
Arguments AGAINST an 

amalgamation were: 
eThe individuality of the 

clubs would be Jost; 
eA lessening in thr , •arief1y 

or approach; 
eThe lllck of comvetiilon. 

Amalgamation 
To put it conclusi\'cly, amal-

1gematlon is not ns s trong in 
p,ract1ce as it is in principle. 

B!Jt by all means let runalga
mat,on have ~ go; for one fails 
to sec> many-if at au exislcnl
reasons why H should not occur. 

This is a matlcr where the 
average Hongkong plnygocr 

1JUld throw in !Jls ~ght, becau~e 
? two socJet,cs m question 

exist !or the enthusiast Jn clromn 
no Jess than .for the man-Jn-lhc
strcet who wonts to sc-c a aoocl 
play. 



By K. C. Harv
5
er: 
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. Be a iki 
\ A SUBJECT of mutual inter-

est to our two leading 
drama groups provoked lively 
discussion at the respective 
annual general meetings of 
each organization. 

The Garrison Players, fol
lowed by The Stage Club, had 
their respective sessions, and 
at each there appeared on the 
agenda the important item 0£ 
a possible merger. 

While personally . deploring 
any plari to amalgamate the 
Players and the Stage Club, I 
realise that the reason why 
the item appeared on the res
pective agendas of the two 
groups was chiefly because of 
finance. 

Although The Ganison 
Players ended the financial 

, season satisfactorily, it is not' 
"making money". And the 
Stage Club had a small debit 
balance with its major pro
duction of the season. 

• • • ro merge the two drama 
groups would reduce over

heads, but in so doing the in
.... ~,, .. _. dividuality and independence 

of each would be sacrificed. 
It is heartening to note that, 

all question of finance put 
-~-•-n.a aside, neither the Players nor 

the Stage Club strongly sup
port an amialgamation of re
sources, but each is wise 

r::ii....--...... enough to appreciate the be,ne-
fits to be derived from work
ing together as much as possi
ble. 
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Garrison Players. 
Choose New Play 

. ~ 

Th1e Garrison PLayers h'aive 
selected '-'Thie Heiress,'' ,by Ruth 
ar.id Aluigiustu ~ Goetz, as their 
third production ·oif the s'eason. 
The pi]ay. lbar.ted on tihe H€tnlry 
James ·novel, _''Wias11iin,gton 
Sq ua,rie." \vill be directed by 
Timothy Bi rich. . 

A casting meieting vv-ill be 
held next TuesdJa,y' at 8 i>m at 
the Missions to Seamien:. and 
thie opening performanc,e will be 
10n February 23 at the Loke 
Yew Ha!lll.. 
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