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W 1TH tht' musica1-accolade 
opening of the Sixth 

Hon,i;i:kong Festival of The 
Arts, on Saturctay, culture. m 
tht.! Colony has been carried 
rro~c!lq\·t'ly further. But 
ror th, mitiallvt' and deter
mination of tht or1anizer1, 
tht're would not ha"'e been a 
rea l Ft'§tlval T'htaLTe - con
ceived and con§t r uctt' t1 for 
the OCCl!-IOn at a ('Oil of 
around HKS27.000 

Att patron11 of the Ga rrilr1on 
Playeu' Fe,u,·a l offrrlng , 
"'Bad Sf'l"l'I"' will havf" n 1li1 
td t hl1 1111 1 lht'"alr e that hat 
lh~ r, ~11e nllal atmosp hr re of a 
p1f'l11hnuu .. 11rl ll it, th <'ff' · 
fnrt. tha t 1hf'! other major 
dra ma arnup, the llon1 kon& 
St: .,. Cluh, hu r on1ldcrt'd i t 
nf'<'l"~nry tn ct l"d1 nfll tho oftrr 
lo 'f)f t' tl f' Ol " Th~ Taming of 
The ~hrrw'' In I ht F'r,tlval 
Theat re. 

lt 11tor k1111y, 1t I, an C'S• 
u bll~ht d fart that. In Shakt' 
,pare·, 1lmt>, _th~. 1.trolllna 
pl·, en and t.Jns kind of nu
n,, nu porric1pot 10 n thC'atrt 
were THE VOGUE .. Tht'rt 
fnre, why not ata a.e R revival, 
at F esl1\'a1 Tami"? . . 

would have created problem,; 
b1t t no problem 1oft. ,tagtcraJt 
1.1 un.,u.rmountllble. 

I am one of many support• 
crs or live theatre who would 
have preferred the al / rtttro 
atmosphere of th f'I! F~st lval 
Theatre to the CormaHty cf 
the Loke Yew Hall Rtm"ffl· 
ber the j oy of ''Mld~ummer 
Nlaht'a Drea m," ,e t In the 
open air , at Dloc::caa n Boys 
School " 

Sta&LDI Shakt>apf'are with 
Ole con 1rlcrable 1dvanta gt of 
11urf•rnce partir :1:tion, would 
have t' n1ured thf'II ''warmlnr 
up" o( thf' play from thp OUL· 
l f'I - a more dlfflr ult brtnr 
In the convenllonal auditor
ium . 

Tl \5u::Y ~~~~>N fl~ttrui'1~~ 
commlll<'C - or lht' prorlu rrr 
- a ttended a Pl"rln rmanr" 
ot a play tn B('rnarr:t Mil,., 
Merma id Thl'atrr. on Lnn 
don'1 'I1llmt':ii side? 

T HE Festival Theatrr ts but 
a makeshift afflnr. to 

meet temporary needs o( the 
F estival , but tt has several 
advantagrs over the Lake 
Yew Hall or The Unh'ersity 
where, "The T11ming o( The 
Shrew'" will be staged: 

Had thla ha('lpl'nl'd, t ran
not be.lla\'e tha1 any pro,rt"I•• 
slve drama aroup would pre• 
ter to miss lht, ch1llenaln1 
opportunity " f I First NlahL 
■\. our waterside Ft•tlv:tl 

It has the atmosphere of 11 

1h ""11t-re - Elizabethan, or 
arena style: 

Unlike the Unh•erslty hall , 
it is centrally-located (1 pri
ority inducement for patrons. 
as experience has proved); 

The Festival Theatre is in
timate - and even with a 
difficult play such as '·Bad 
Seed" , it was proved to the 
hilt that th is was a justi fiable 
exper iment in local presenta• 
tion; 

Staging of "Th e Taming o( 
The Shrew" in the centrally• 
located Festival Theatre 
would more likely ensure a 

~ financial success L .. at the 
distant Loke Yew Hall . .. 

Ponder, therefore, one these 
factors. 

I HA VE full admiration for 
the Hongkong Stage Club 

and for its current chairman, 
Noe.I de Guingand, who is 
one of the most constructive 
realists that the group has 
enjoyed; it is therefore es-
sentially in good faith that I 
stress the need for pioneering
experimentation by the Stage 
Club, as we11 as from the 
Garrison Players. 

Mounting a Shakespearean 
pla11 in the Festival Theatre 

Theatre, here in the heart of 
neon•hued Hongkonc • by · 
n111ht . , . 

0 VER to N°'l de Gulncand, 
for the Stage Club'• an

•wer; 
·'Tb11 II a new lhln&. Al 

Lhf'I! ti me of planning for 7he 
Tam1nc of The Shrew', we 
dLd not know If it would work 
out In a theatre of thll kind 

"Wr had mad"' our firm 
Mok1nr, for thf" Loke Yew 
Hall : abo, lh<" 1iz~ or the 
cut - tw .. nty J1MP1e -
woulrl hav~ pr('!l,.nf<'rl a pro
blem . • . Thrn thrrp are 
th,. Jrt1, whlrh have to bf' 
rhan£('r1 C' Rad Strd'' ro41ulrf'1 
hut onr •·nat'' ... utn1. 
thrnuahoul) . . Ant1 lhi-r,. 11 
the f'1tlnrit'nu1 nnl1e ftrtnr, 
ol whlth , ll the tim,., WI 
kn,.w nolh lna 

"And we hav,- lntroductd 
aomrthina of ■ nl)vflly Into 
th" rrod11r1ton thn cut In 
cludt"I tt>m, Chlnl'•fl. amon& 
them David Wons 'Purk of 
'Thr Drea m', who la playing \ 
Hortcnalo. 

" Another Chlneae will play 
Chrlatopher Sly - an orl&inat 
touch you'11 agree?·" 

The Festival Theatre 
F RO'.\t Art5 FuunJ cllair 

man. Allef'n 0f'kkn-. come, 
fn('ou:raring news regard~na 
the temporary Festival Tbea
trr. which ii, In the minds of 
many. N'1f' ,,, the most entu• 
pri!1''ll and fUCt~t.(u1 ven· 
turu ID Ar•~ Futival plan 
nln1 

A rf"r,.nt rn"Mpondtnt to 
the rlaity P''""• "hu advoc:ate-d 
that Ihle 1t 1rart1vp htllt 
thtalre. •hith mf'l"lt an 
mr,.nt rnmmunlly n•td, 
1,hr,uld b,. rf1't11n,t1 until ~u~h 
tlmf\ M thr r.u, Hill le r,.at11. 

Ir u: an 11A,,urnM, 111-00"H"'" 
ci1ttf """ th111 rl')fflmnvl, Hull 
to nU 11·ho ntJftJI nrt frw nrl.'1 
111kt 

C HAIRMAN Dtkku warm• 
ed up to the subject when 

J dlacu.sed with her the 
tutu.re of lhia tcml)N'ary 
Featival ThPa.if 

•
1or course, we want lo re

tain 1t. There Ls a very 100d 
cue for It.I -retention Our 
Fe1tlv1l Committee Is doing 
all J>MS1ble to influence the 
authorities to let us retain 
It 

.,. '"It depends, t.o a great ex• 
/ent, on the support that will 
be forthromlna: from our 

.,~~:i:1~• tt ~:lt;::~ible ':o~up:; 
.to obtain permission to keep 
J.be theatre until the City 
Hall concert and theatre 
alldit(\!"iums are ready for 
public use.'' 

:J:.~a;~t~:~~rr?c:C:; :re 1;:';t 
SJOn of The Hongkong Stage 

.Qub, not to moun t their 
f(',rthcoming production of 
"The Taming of The Shrew" 
Jn the Festival Thea tre. 

Mrs. Dekker endorsed my 
views, commenting: "It would 
.have enabled this Shake• 
spearcan play to have been 
,Derformed in a .setting that 11 
\veil suited to the period of 
the play (Elizabethan times). 

''The Ga.rriSC'.n Players were 
well pleased with the success 
of tbeir pioneering expcn
ment - al a cost of only $300 

per ni,ht (a traction of what 
1t e.ntails to mount a produc
tion in the Loke Yew Hall of 
The Un1nrsity)."' 

~ ·] F.ANWHJLE. the Aru 
ll' Festival Committee 11 

doln& aU possible to save the 
Festival Tbe-atre, fN the 
time bein, Sympatbetk 
too~utJon ia forthcomin1 
anrt there ls every hope that 
1t wiJJ be ~ible to retain, 
temporarily, this valuable 
un• &(I our cultural needs. 

TM only $300 per night, 
inrlut'hn( UchUng. our cul• 
1.ural orianiz.atlont ca.n rent 
the Fe1tivtl Theatre. The m• 
vltaUon k not con.fined, 
prjmartly, to mut.c and drama 
,roup1: the Yest1v1I Theatre 
can be hJred by any ri- putable 
conte.rn - eDJiblint(, for 
example, t'lemonttratlon• or 
1rmln1n to be rJv•n , 

n la bec•UJe or the anti• 
flre aafety requJremenll that 
it ha., nC\t been poH1b!e for 
the open "basket we.ave·• pat. 
tern of the. walll to be, fully 
in&ulate.d ar1inst sound 

Since the ftr,t performance 
of the Garrison Player,' pro-
ductlon pJ .. Bad See.d", ltnJC· 
tural alterations have been 
made to the Fesuval Theat re 
which have re.duced the ex
traneous aound, ; Jt i.s now 
suitable for the presentation 
of ataa:e plays and perfN'
mance.s of music by soloists 
or small groups-.for example, 
a Chamber Ensemble. 

W HU.~ the future . of the 
Festival Theatre 1s in the 

balance, there is go<'ll news 
that the Star Ferry pier, in 
whlcb the Arts Festival is 
set. has a prolonged '1ife": it 
is being taken over by the 
SPC alter Nov. 12, when the 
Arts Festival is concluded 
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Retain The Thea!~~L- ~ ,., ... ~ ...... ~ 
---.. · elf I grossed in our play that they A II ic,n. expressing mys -----.---""'l"""":~'TI hean;als, to familiarise our failed to notice the noise . ... ongly in favour of the "The producer and the actors with playing area, set 

retention pi:o-tem, of the committee weighed all con• the Ughting, rehearse with "The Garrison Players, 
,..,tlval Theatre constructed l siderations _ aNong them props , check make-up and with the prerogative of 
for the Ar~ Festiv,:U, I have the fact that the theatre was costumes. 'pioneen;' would like to ~rge 
rtealftd from . Miss Elle~ desi)ned on the arena plan, "Instead, on Monday night, that this charming, flwble. 
-Watl6n, the Garrison Players which suited .our needs for we had a make-shift run real Hongkong theatre be re-

&eeretary, the _fol- this play; the ease of trans- _ labelled, the UghU tained. and used b?' local ~o-
Jol,i.as letter, which gives port and parking facilities through under naked bulbs ~:~Y rigged, the theatre !n· cietie~, at least until the City 
flrther a,upport to the cause: for both players and audience; strung up on an e.mcrge.ney trance was festooned with Hall 1s ready for use. 

-rbe Garrbon Players were the Wely of a roofed theatre line. Dress rehearsal 0
: r lanterns and potted "Spea.}cling for ourselveS, we 

aall iaterened to read your · • this season of uncertain Tuesday was lengthy ~n ::::ts, the barmen were busi• shoul~ be del)~,ted to per• 
._ comment, concerning !:'eatber; and the fact that ti~g, with crews . handling 

I 
dispensing drinks to early• form m. it aeainl a. temporary FestjvaJ the architect was most co- eqmpment for the f1nt time, Zomers, and BAD SEED lw .. t 

e. HaYinl concluded operative in meeting our sug- 36 the act~n att_empted to on exactly, as ,sched.Uled THIS le_Lte.r expr_e.aaea, in lm· 
IUalltly exh1ua:tin1, but geltiona and re.quests for r_ig- perfect th,•11' b,u.sme,ss. 

1 I th 1c 
.. rt f I t 11 g thi ecital of preS11ve de a1 ! e re . tere.stint expe ence o glne: light bars, ns a in "A SlateuWednesdayafler• ''D ESPITE bl s r Jnvolved lion of a leading Colony! 

tin, • brand new electical ti.XhJre.s, etc. noon-opening night- th~ pro ems have no drama croup - a bod.Y o 
we leel that we eao "Our performance dates there were erise, to hurdle- the Garrison ~layen bled on enthusiast, who experimented 

•lib -• aatborltJ' on were set foT Oct. 12, 13, 14 ts t having 1am d d beyond ex and probJeJDI. and 15. We were a&1ured that aeat, we.re atill being install• regreFe: 1 Theatre. Acton -and . ,uccee { th Player•: 
I d ed Fire Bri1ade iupectors the iva ·n room pectat1on - or e Che GarriMm p ayen the th .. tre would be rea Y w~e c!OJe!y 11<Tutlni1In1 the ,gree that the drell~ri~r to production of BAD SEED wa■ 

MD SEED to be our for us to move in for rehear• premise, to ln1ure adherence facllit\e1 are t~uir hall,. Festival Fare personUied . . 
.... far lbe llNI0-1 se•· sall on Oct. 8. to ■elety roeulatlon ■, the those found in ~ feel lhat Two major points ar11e = .. ~- ~u': • • ,taie and the theatre area "Crew mem n while not from M.isa Wat.son' • report: lie -i,m--:n,: ..... a.Dd ,, J N adual fact, the structure were littered with labourer,, the ba~klta&e ar:a~en~e11\1n• reference tQ the back1~1e 

II die aetbod. ol ,.,,,,,;;_•s ~pJ:~ ~ou~• .:::: tools, propertiH and rubble; lar1e, 11 com~:fe' of handling area and lls capacity or 
--~-' to be done befvr• and due to !lcenctnc technl· ed andtl cap much 1ar1er and handllne production• m~cb 

• raaa-- f ri·e1 ,re faced the dreary produc on• h BAD lareer and more comp ex 
It .,.. n.ally ready or an. cparos' Pl e~l of havlnt no refresh• more comple.s t an than BAD SEED; and . I 
■INlleaee. We moftd in our SEED d U&bt 1D llit aal equipment on Oct. ment bar for audience patron· •·Th~ e 15 indeed the pro- drama croup's et how-
W ...-ttal pl'IN!I' linea ,nre ,a:e at the inte:"all bl ~ ext~neou• 'noise out- having a real the• re. it 
• _.....,. •Ill the ...,.. "Nnortbel•11 - thrMJfb • 1:m •th• theatre But our ever buic and tem~ 

<81Dbinrtlon r,.1iapo of faltll. • e1:.. mena1ed to . cope with must be, Id which to •• 
1-. detenninatlon and plain rl, .:.i uiinnuerable memben 'PIIJI, 
...,. ..t. 11, mrta111 time ., Iba ,__ - allht Tb• i.,aporlll7 1'......., llilllt 1119 • IM al Tb•ln ""aald 
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HK Culture-A · ·Step Forward 
W ITH the musical-acco~ade would have created problems; 

opening of the Sixth but no problem in st;agecraft 
Hongkong Festival of ~e is unsurmountable. 

Theatre, here in the heart of 
neon-hued Hongkong • by · 
nisbt . , . 

• • • Arts on Saturday, culture m I am one of many support• 
this ' Colony has been carried ers of live theatre who would Q VER to Noel de Guingand, 
progressively further. But have preferred the al fresco for the Stage Club's an-
for the initiative and deter- atmosphere of the Festival ewer : 
mination of the organizers, Theatre to the form ality of "This 1s a new thing. At 
there would not have been a the Loke Yew Hall. Reme.m· the time of planning for 'The 
real Festival Theatre - con- ber the joy of "Midsummer Taming of The Shrew', we 
ceived and constructed for Night's Dream," set in the did not know if it would work 
the occasion at a cost of open air, at Diocesan Boys out in a theatre of this kind. 
around HK$27,000. School? "We had made our firm 

As patrons of the Garrison Staging Shakespeare with booking for the Loke Yew 
Players' Festival offering, the considerable advantage of Hall: also, the size of the 
"Bad Seed", will have realis• audience participation,, would cast - twenty people 
ed, this is a theatre that has have ensured the "warming- would have presented a pr<r 
the essential atmosphere of a up" of the play from the out- blem . • • Then there are 
playhouse .. . sad it is, there• set - a more difficult factor the sets, which have to be 
fore that the other major in the conventional auditor- changed ("Bad Seed" requires 
drama group, the Hongkong ium. but one "flat" setting, 
Stage Club, has considered it • • • throughout) • • , And there is 
necessary to decline the offer H AS any memi>er of the the extraneous noise factor, 
to present "The Taming of Stage Club executive of which at the time, we 
The Shrew" in the Festival committee - or the producer knew nothing_ 
Theatre. _ attended a performance "And we have introduced 

Historically, it is an es- of 8 play in Bernard Miles something of a novelty into 
tablished fact that, in Shake- Mermaid Theatre, on Lon- the production: the cast in-
5pare's time, the strolling don's Thames-side? eludes some Chinese, among 
pla:;ers and this kind of au- Had this happened, I can- them David Wong 'Puck' of 
dience par ticipati 01t theatre not believe that any progres- 'The Dream', who is playing 
were THE VOGUE • . There- sive drama group would pre- Hortensia. 
fore, why not stage a revival, ter to miss thti challenging "Another Chinese will play 
at Festival Time? opportunity of a First Night Christopher Sly - an original 

• • • at our waterside Festival touch you'll agree?!' 

T HE Festival Theatre is but ~ ~ _.::.:::_...::.:==::.._:.:.:,;.;,_, _ __ ~--------1 
a makeshift affair, to 

meet temporary needs of the 
Festival, but it has several 
advantages over the Loke 
Yew Hall of The University 
where "The Taming of The 
Shrew" will be staged: 

It has the atmosphere of a 
th-Jatre - Elizabethan, or 
arena style; 

Unlike the University hall, 
it is centrally-located (a pri
ority inducement for patrons, 
as experience has proved); 

The Festival Theatre is in
timate - and even with a 
difficult play such as "Bad 
Seed", it was proved to the 
hilt that this was a justifiable 
experiment in local presenta
tion; 

Staging of "The Taming of 
The Shrew" in the centrally
located Festival Theatre 
would more likely ensure a 
financial succes9 f . .. at the 
distant Lake Yew Hall ... 

Ponder, therefore, one these 
factors. 

• • • J HAVE full admiration for 
the Hongkong Stage Club 

and for its current chairman, 
Noel de Guingand, who is 
one of the most constructive 
realists that the group has 
enjoyed; it is therefore es-
sentially in good faith that I 
atre&S the need for pioneering
ezperimentation by the Stage 
Club, 111 well as from the 
Guriaon Players. 

Jfontiflg (l Shakespem"Uft 
plaJ "' the Festival TheatTe 
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The T heatre·I 
AFTER expressing myself r ---=....:=-.::::;~ ... -=-..:~~~ - ...J 

strongly in favour of the "We had planned two re-
retention pro-tern, of the "The producer and the hear6als, to familiarise our 
F$rtval Theatre constructed committee weighed all con- ;ictors with playing area set 
for ~he Arts Festival, I have s1derations - alll.ong them 

th
e lighting, rehearse 'with 

received from Miss Ellen the_./act that the theatre was props, check make-up and 
Watson, the Garrison Players' de61gned on the arena plan costumes. 
honorary secretary, the fol- w~ich suited our needs fo; "Instead, on Monday night 
)owing letter, which gives this play; the ease of trans- we had a make-shift ' 
further support to the cause: port and parking facilities through under naked bulbs neatly labelled, the light; 

"The Garri..5on Players were for both players and audience· strung up on an emergency were rigged, the theatre en-
most interested to read your I !he 6~ety of a roofed theatr~ Ji,ne. Dress rehearsal on trance was festooned with 
recent comments concerning m this season of uncertain Tuesday was lengthy and paper lanterns and potted 
the temporary Festival weather; and the fact that tiring, with crews handling plants, the barmen were busi• 

Retain 
r 

ing that they were so e~ 
grossed in our play that the 
failed to notice the noise. 

' "The Garrison Player 
with the prerogative o 
'pioneers' would like to urgJ 
that this charming, flexibl~ 
real Hongkong theatre be r 
tained, and used by local s 
cieties, at least until the Ci 
Hall is ready for use. I 

"Speak\ng for ourselve-s, wl 
should be delighted to pe 
form in it again!" Theatre. Having concluded th8 architect was most to- equipment for the first time, Iy dispensing drinks to early• 

the slightly exhausting but operative in meeting our sug- as the actors attempted to comers, and BAD SEED wot 
~ry interesting experie'nce of gestions and requests for rig- perfect their business. on exactly as scheduled! " • 
inaugurating a brand new ging light bars, installing • • • • • • T ms letter expresses, in· 
theatre, we feel that we can electical fixtures, etc. "A Slate as Wednesday after- "D ESPITE this recital of pressive detail, the rea 
speak with some authority on "Our performance dates noon-opening night- the problems involved tion of a leading ColonJ 
its assets and problems. were set for Oct. 12, 13, 14 there were crises to hurdle- the Garrison Players have no drama group - a body o~ 

''When the Garrison Players and 15. We were assured that seats were still being install- regrets at having gambled on enthusia5ts who expenmen~ 
chose BAD SEED to be our the theatre would be ready ed, Fire Brigade inspectors the Festival Theatre. Actors -and succeeded beyond ex

1 

first play for the 19SO-l sea- for us to move in for rehear- were closely scrutinising the agree that the dresaing room pectation - for the Players1 
son, we decided to attempt sals on Oct. 8. premises to insure adherence facilities are superior to production of BAD SEED was ii as an arena stage produc• • • • to safety regulations, the those found in other halls. Festival Fare personified. I 
hon, for the experience and "J N actua!fact, the structure stage and the theatre area "Crew members feel lhat Two major points ari<J 
110velty of the method of was completed some dayo were littered with labourers, the backstage area, while not from Miss Watson's reporll 
staging. before that date but much tools, properties and rubble; large, is compact, well-design- reference to the backstagl 

• • • remained to be done before and, due to licencing techni- ed and capable of handling area and its capacity fo1 
T was, as you know or!· it was really ready for an. calitie&, we faced the dreary productions much 1arger and handling productibns mucl 
· lly scheduled fo; per- ' audience. We moved in our prospect of having no refresh• more complex than BAD larger and more complei ••LD al the Foreign Cor- • ,et and equipment on Oct. 9, men! bar for audience patron- SEED. than BAD SEED; and , 

ta' Club. Rehearsals hut essential power lines were "e at the interval! "There is, indeed, the pro- drama group's delight i1 
begun when the · not completed unlil the even. "Nevertheless - through a blem of extraneous noise out- having a reaj theatre, h.,.. 

· · of Oct. 11. combination ~erhaps of faith, side the theatre. But our ever basic and temporary i 
luck, determination and plain actor5 managed to cope with must be, in which to stag, 
hard work, bY, curtai•n time it, and innumerable members -plays. 

W~dnesday night the of the audiences each nigh The temporary Festiva 
wu e aea were paid us the compliment of u Theatre s ould nitatnedt 



By K. C. Harvey 

The Festival ·Theatre 
F ROM Arts Festival chair- per night (a traction of what 

man, Aileen Dekker, comes it entails to mount 8 prC\duc
tion in the Loke Yew Hall of 

encouraging news regarding The University)." 
the temporary Festival Thea. 
tre which is, in the minds of M EANWHILE, the Arts 
many, Me of the most enter• Fe.stival Committee is 
prising and successful ven· doing all possible to save the 
tures in Arts Festival plan· Festival Theatre, for the 
ning. time being. Sympathetic 

cooperation is forthcoming 
A recent corre.s.pondent to and there is every hope that 

the daily press "has advocated it will be possible to retain, 
that this attractive little temporarily, this valuable 
theatre, which meets an asset tc,. our cultural needs. 
urgent community need, 
should be retained until such For only $300 per night, 
tjme a.s the City Hall is ready, including lighting, our cul-

tural organizations can rent 
It is an admirable suggesticm the Festival Theatre. The in-

and one that commends itself vitation is not confined, 
to all who enjoy art for art's primarily, to music and drama 
sake. groups: the Festival Theatre 

can be hired by any reputable 
1.1 HAIRMAN Dekker warm• concern - enabling, for 
t ed up to the subject when example, demonstration.s or 
J discussed with her the seminars to be given. 

future of th~ tempC\l'ary n is because of the antiFestival The~tr'e. 
...... fire safety requirements that 

> • "Of course, we want to re- it has n<>.t been possible for 
-tain it. There i,s a very good the open "basket weave" pat
case for its -retention. Our tern of the walls to be fully 
Festival Committee is doing insulated against sound. 
all p{\Ssible to influence the 
authorities to let us retain Since I the first performance 

of the Garrison Player.s' pro
it. duction (',f "Bad Seed", struc
, ,,,,. "It depends, to a great ex• tural alterations have been 
)ent, on the support that will made to the Festival Theatre 
be forthcoming from our which have reduced the 
various cultural groups, traneous sounds: it is now 

"'.;hould it be possible for us suitable for the presentation 
.to obtain· permission to keep of stage plays and perfor
J.be theatre until the City mance.s of music by soloists 
-Hall concert and theatre or small groups-for example, 
. auditc>.riums are ready- for a Chamber Ensemble. 
public use." W HIL£ the future of · the , fN "Artistic Spice" of Tues- Festival Theatre is in the 

, ~· day, I referred to the deci- balance, there is goC'.d news 
cfaJOn of The Hongkong Stage tha_t the Star Ferry pier, in 
-Club, not to mount their which the Arts Festival is 
fC'.rthcoming production of set, has a prolonged "life": it 
"The Taming of The Shrew" is being taken over by the 
in the Festival Theatre. SPC after Nov. 12, when the 

Mrs. Dekker endorsed my Arts Festival is concluded. 
views, commenting: "It would rn:-""":""'.r-~'::"'.':~n--":zi.:~~\!':l~1J 
.b_ave enabled this Shake
spearean play to have been 

.performed in a setting that is 
well suited to the period of 
the play (Elizabethan times). ,....,,..,.,"",.." 

''The GarriscJl Players were 
well pleased with the success 
of their pioneering experi• 
ment - at a cost of only $300 
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