
LAST NIGHT'S 

FIRST NIGHT 

Amphitryon 
38 

By JOHN LUFF 

"Ai\1PH1TRYON 38," 
presented by the 

Garrison P ln.yers lo ~he 
Festival of Art.s nt the Loke 
Yew llall last. night, huff 
quite a history . It begins 
ns a. Greek myth ; wu.s turn• 
eel into a comedy by Jenn 
Girnudoux and adupted into 
Engli~h by the A mel'i cu.n 
p I a y w r i g h t, Samuel 
Nathaniel Behrmru1. 

As .::i Fest.lval piece, IL ls ldool, 
1t te::~ everv department of the 
stngc; "bu1. lts oudicncc ~l 

I 
ls· limited to those who CllJ>re• 
ciate renl theatre. 

Now CLraudoux. M Anouilh, 
rea:arded the theatre us \.he per
fect medium ror e,cpressing 
whot he had to sny nbout llr~ \ 

-t½cr""'dtd-nt>t reckon his work' 
could be imi>rov1.'d by thJs or 
that producer. 

So we h&vc had to wnll 
patiently for a producer to know 
\W\at 1he -was Qbout !be.Coro we 
have received a ,aood pcrlorm
once of one of these hla:hbrow 
pb.ys. 

I 
Giraudoux rccnrdoo. th~ 

theatre as o. complete entity. 
There hadi to be harmony not 
only between actors and sets, 
but between every triviality or 
the production. 
~'Th.a s w is wee spro-

duction makes Ure Hongkong 
Stage Club's presentation or 

I ·'rung Round the Moon," seem 
so amatcurisn by comparison. 

I 
I bale having to say that, bu1 
lt is a stark naked tact. 

J dui::;ba':t ~.~~try~~ P3t, 
knoWs her job, knows Just what 
js to be acb.ievCC. ln shorL she 
1Dlderstarr.is the play. I doubt 
whether Ul\:! people who were on 
the same stage last week knew 
what they were about 

The sets and the general 
design are by far the best and 
most 1maginative ever seen on 
lhe Hongkong stage. The 
opening scene, a picture Crame 

:~~~ si:~ 0~up!tcr cl~~~ 
planning a little gentle rape is 

~~,~~;em~ the sets, I 
designs, th.e sub.tie use ot light 

- change, the grouping, the 
aeneraI deportment of the cast 

'wu finished to the nth degree. 
I\ was the difference between 1 

knowirg and po5ing. The 
former I admire, the second I 
de9pisc. I hold this production 
t.o be a lasson in art. I 

Regardi ng the actors. They 
turn up in my mind in the !ol
lowine order. Most vivid is 
June Armstrong-Wright as 1 

Alla:nena who entertained.I the 
god unaware, while he enjoyed 

! the husband Amphitryon's pri
vileges. 

Next is June Elliot who 
n.J'Ded Jupiter David' Jordan's 
:feathers when the latter tried 
the art of rape as a swan. 

Geoffrey Lupton. pve a nice 
performance as Sosie in 
Ampbitryon's house. and Vic
tor Lalld. quite a droll as the 

•mt trumpeter. 

Oc.1 

as Pe~~re~;':~ ~nda'hrUI 
too hesitant. a.a Amphitryon ~ 
think alio that David Jo.rdan 
1hould play Jupiter with. a more 
earthy appcal. That waa tho 
Greek iconoclastic approach the 
view of man'■ elevation above 
itcxt. formed in man•■ Image 

The play proceeded u· "\t 
lhould, waU-llml"d. nnct " 
ma,-nlnccnt climax when the out
witted Jupiter Is put In hi.I 
~~f In t.hc ..accne 011-.Lho ua1flrp 

I 
It. ll iot. orrco edromoly omu.

ln,i, but. ho1 rcul ll!Rrlng Oallk 
wit with l.h~ French dell&}lt or 
CXl)Olln.i ldlols with feet or clay , 

l 
Hannonlalna with this 11 11 

mo«nlOcrnt. ~,, clever ll&hllnl(, 
ond sl4tunry which demand, 
pose, under lhc clcvcro:■t mnk~• 
up seen on the Hbnakong ltal(C 

Now comes the quc•tlon. Old 
l enjoy the plny? Nol But t ad
n-lrcd, It. 

For me It l■ too ct~ver, too 
con,sciou1ly clever, l lt wtl 11 re
miniscent or the under-

f~~f:S~cs ;~~m a°Jd~~l~y cartf; 

\ 

ncadcmh; the eplaram■ over
J)<Jllshed. The \heme, the deJ
tructlon ot h!call1tlc•roman
llclsm too burdened. 

\ 

But not a comma will l re
move lrom what l have tald. 
Remembering that our theatre 
appreciation -suffers berAuse we 
~ct so little o[ it. This 'Per
formance bums Into the ln
toUcct. Bul IL rcnchcs a hclght 
far nnd away anything before 
nehiev<!d. It soars like a 
rocket, but dls[\ppe'ars In a 

' cluster of star,, 

By Garrison Players 

'Amphitryon 38' 
Delicious Aperitif 
For Happy Evening 

By K, C, Harvey 

'''
nd

"
6st~'~;gt~''1: given to thh year'• Fee:Uval of 

lhe Arll by lhc Garrison Playero' laudable choice 
or plny- Amphllryon 38, by S. N. Behrman, 

I adopted from the r'rcnch or Jean Giraudoux and 
produced lor the Playon by Barbara Lawrence, 

Thl1 11 1 dt'llclou~ 11J)C!rlUt that It tUtlllned throughout 

~~~n:un:•PPt!1, :;e~~~,ier': 
1 ~~~~:i~~~r ~~ .. "'!\~on.and 

r1tscent lo parth, to woo 11nd burala Of tloquence lnltr• 

\ 

11edu~ • bt1ullful woman, IPf'rttd •Ith rettralrrt, are 
Alkmcna, wHo or Gf'flcral the ln1redlent1 of Jord1n'1 
Amphhnon. role : h• blends them admlr• 

In thl11 mlulon, the mlahty ably ind 1plcet them aubtlJ , 
Jupiter, Lord of The 00<11, with mime and meanln1. 
la a11lateft In I.hi.I Intrusion Oe,plte an Intermittent ten 
upon the mortal■ , by Mercury, dency to rumble ftrat 1yll1blea 
h\1 wlnat'd mt>t1enger. of certain word1, (1 ftr1t-nlsht 

But when Jupllt'r comN tendency, pe.rhap1), Peter 
upon earth and &ee.k1 to Hammond lend1 cre<lence to 
alienate the afTecUon or hi.I Mercury and there are 
Alkmena !or htr Amphltryon, Ume■ when he i■ well re
all 11 not plain sailing . . . solved within the part. I 
,t!~~h ~~lc:t~e hha~~=ra of i:. Geoffrey Lupton, who ha■ 
rence and her playera un• played In several local drama 
fold with a liberal dash of 1ucee11es, lmparl.J power to 

! !~ll!i,~~~ generous musure }:~ ro~m~hl~~;~eJ •i:::,•m~ 
Last night saw the opening effect, steward or his master's 

of a thtee•nlght run, at the hou1ehold. 
Loke Yr:!w Hall o! The Uni. June Arm,,ron1 • Wright, 
venlty, and the produeUon another Hongkong staae st.I• 

;::o::~t,~~::!~ ~~~an~• .}- ,~\rm-!n,.E.er~ 
portrayal that evaluates Im-

First favourable impact of pressively the varying mood~ 
the play was the excellence phases and sentiments of the 
of the opening prologue, h le / 
whereby Jupiter and Mercury c ;:::i:~d Fry's Amphitryon 

~~ a:1':~~~n; clt~:d, ~~m~: is satisfying and he fits the 

mission among the mortals. ~~~:ier of wh~~= re:J::sio;~1 
For this scene, Producer ments outside battle con-

1 Lawrence and artistic de- tribu~ materially kl the 
signer Bob Elliott concei~ed by-play. 
a well-lit cut-out, set amidst Linda Reeves is a realistic 
the clouds and perched Ninet.za and Victor IAdd 
realistically midway between provides the droll touches as! 

footlights and top of proscen- the Trumpeter. ~ 
, lu.m. The effect ii admirable. Eugenie Henson is a credl-

And lrom that moment, ble Eoho. Othei- roles are 
David Jordan's Jupiter takes comPetenUy played by Gill 
on a realism and an irn.pac'l 0a¥i<hon, as Kleantha , Jun~ 

- - -uu-0m11t1UUJIIIWJIIIIUllllll,JI: ~~-: th~!~~-by. To~ 

The set&, professionally dT 
signed and cOnstructed, ar 
a joy to behold: . wrttima:s a1 

, ::~~~t~~ an
1
~•~~n:tat~!ry '~t?:{ 

, live model■) Is Rnely eoncci" 
. ved and aohieved. 

To ■um up: This produc
tion h11 a professional ring, 
Oetplte ftr,t-nlght. apprehen-
1lvene11, It wUl 110 trom 
atronith to atrength during 
ll1 ,11.too,brlef run. Would 
that It could continue !or 
olt'tra nlaht,I 

T ~ :!~::J::~e p~:::::i:~~(\w:r~;:t:t:~:1~~. 
1
~a:t"!~!~r 

at The Univer&ity. It just shows what can be done when ~ 
local drama group emerges from the confines of Its little 
lheatre and broadens artistic perspective with a production 
o[ this calibre. 

The sets were the fined that have been seen for many 
a moon; the Intriguing music was specially composed for the 
ciCcasion; the production o[ Barbara Lawrence was as pro£es-

slonnl as available talent can 
make it. 

Will the Players return to 
the little theatre of St. s 
George's Hall? That is the q 
mighty question. The success q 
of their latest production, on ii 
the greater stage area o[ the r 
Loke Yew Rall, should prompt o 
the answer. 

Art'3tic Spict, bu K. C. 
Harve11, appears in. tht Stand
ard everu Monday) 

l 
e 



LAST NIGHT'S 
FIRST . NIGHT 

Amphitryon 
38 - By JOHN LUFF 

"AMPHITRYON 88," 
preseillted by- the 

Garrison Players to the 
Festival of Arts at the Loke 
y_ ew Hall last 11iight, ~all 
qtiite a history. It begms 
as a Greek myth.; waa turn
ed into a comedy by Jean 
Girnudou~ and adapbed into 
English by the American 
p l a y w r i g h t, Sa:muel 
Nathaniel Behrman. 

As a Festival piece, it isi ideal, 
il te:,t.; -everv dlepiaa1lment o.f the 
stage; bwl 1ls audience 11iP1PE13,l 
is' limited lo those who ,aippre
ciate real theatre. 

Now Giraud'oux, as Anouil!h, 
regarded the theatre as 1lhe (Per
fect medliu:m for exipiressin.g 
what .he had to say abowt .ijfe,. 

-He-dtd -not reckon his work 
could be ftrnproved lby this cxr 
that iprodlucer. 

So we haive had to wait 
patiently for a .prnducer to k'llow 
wihat Ihle wa'9 albout !before we 
have received a good ,perf()(l1ffi
ance of one of those hii!hbrow 
pllays. 

Giraudoux regard'od the 
theatre as a complete entity. 
There had! to be harmony not 
only between actors and sets, 
•but between every triv:iality of 
the production. 

' Tha~'s pro-
ductiotJl makes the Hongkong 

j Stage Club's presentation. of 

1 ·•ltinlg: Round the Moon," ~ 
I so amateurish ,by comparison. 
I bale having to· say that, b'U.t 
it is a stark naked· fact. 

Ba•r'bara Lawrance the pr~
duce.r of. "Amp'hlitryon• 38" 
knoi-s her jo!JI, knows just what 
js to be achiev-ec!, In s'n.ort she 
understartds the play. I doubt 
whethet the pe-ople who were on 
the same stage last week knew 
what they were about. 

The sets and ,the general 
design are by far the best and 
most imaginative ever seen on 
the Hongkcng .stage. The 
0 perung .scene, ,a picture frame 
setting showing Jupiter and 
Mercury poised on a cloud 
planning a little gentle rape is 
artisitically supreme. . \ 

The lighting of the sets, 
designs, ,the subitle us~ Oif light 
change, the groupmg, the 
g,eneral deportment of the cast 
~ finished to the nth dlegree. 

It was the dH'ference between I 
knowl,r,g and posing. The 
tonner I admire, the second I 

l 
despise. I hold this production 
to be a lesson in art. I 

Regarding the actors. They 
turn up in my mind in the fol
lowing ordler. Most vivid is 
June Armstrong-Wright as 1 

Allonena who entertainedl the 

I 
god unaware while he enjoyed 
the husband' Amphitryon's pri-
vileges. 

Next is June Elliot who 
nJ!led Jupiter David! Jordan's 
1eathers when the latter tried 
the art of rape as a swan. . 

Geoffrey Lupton gave . a m~e 
performance as Sosie 111 
:Amllhitryon's house. and Vic
tor -LaAd, quite a droll as the 
tlrnt trumpeter. 

Oc.1 
Peter Hammond was too shrill 

as Mercury and Raymond Fry 
too hesitant as Amphitryon 1 
think also that David Jo'roan 
should play Jupiter with a more 
earthy appeal. That was the 
Greek iconoclastic approach the 
view of man's elevation above · 
god$ formed In man's image 

The play proceeded as· 'It 
should, woll-tlmcd, ainld a 
mngn!Ocenl climax when the out
witted Juplit.cr is put in his 
place In the i.cCJ'le on.J.ho palarp 
roof. 

lt ls lll/t cimoe exbremely ,a,mus
in,i;t, but has real searing Gallic 
wll with ih~ French delight of 
expc:3'ln,i id:ols with feet ot clay. 

l 
Harmonising with this Is a 

magniflcrnt set, clever lighting,. 
, and statuary which demand:'l 

poses under the aj_eveTest make-
up seen on. the Hongkong stage. 

Now comes the question. Did 
I enjoy, the play? No! Bul I ad
n·iredJ it. 

For me it is too clever, loo 
consciously clever. Its wit is re
miniscent of toe. l\.lllder
graduates room of- the early 
thirties. The audacity is 
academic, the epigrams over
l){Jlished. The theme, the de:;
truction of idealistic-roman-
ticism too ,burdened. . 

\ 

But not a comma will I re
move from w.hat I have said. 
Remembering _that our theatre 
appreciation suffers bec~use we 
,aet so little of it. This PeT
formance burns into the in-

, tellect. But i.t reaches a •height 
far and away anything . beforeJ 
ach~. ]t soars like a 
rocket, but disa,ppears in a 

' cluster of stars. . 
- ~- ---~ 



~ Garrison Players 

.:_Amphitryon 3~' 
Delicious Ape_ritif 
For Happy Evening 

By K. C. Harvey 
Standard Drama Critic , 

Strength is given to this year's Festival of 
the Arts by the Garrison Players' laudable choice 
of play-Amphitryon 38, by S. N. Behrman, 
adapted from the French of Jean Giraudoux and 
produced for the Players by Barbara Lawrence. 

This is a delicious aperitif that is sustained throughout 
for a happy evening, a a three-hour presentation. 
fasdnating tale of Jupiter's Cynicism, dry wit and 
ciescent tci earth, 1:o woo a,nd bursts of eloquence inter
seduce a beautiful woman, spersed with restrain!t are 
Alkme,na, wife of General the ingredients of Jdrdan's 
Amphitryon. role: he blends them admir-

In this mission, the mighty ably aind spices them subtly 
Jupiter, Lord of The G-Ods, with .mime and meaning. 
is assisted in this intrusion Despite an intermittent ten
upon the mortals, by Mercury, dency to fumble first syllables 
ihilS winged messenger. of certain words, (a first-night 

But when Jupiter com~s tendency, perhaps), Peter 
upon earth and seeks to Hammond lends credence to 
alienate the affection of his Mercury and there are 
Alkmena for her Amphitryon, times when he is well re
all is not plain sailing .. , solved within the part. 

Such is the theme of this 
story, which Barbara Law
l"ence and her players un
fold with a liberal dash of 
skill and a generous measure 
of artistry. 

Last night saw the opening 
of a tlli'ee-night run, at the 
Loke Yew Hall of The Uni
versitY., and the production 
was wel! received: ~. 
Favourable Impact 

Geoffrey Lupton, who has 
played in several local drama 
guccesses, imparts power to 
the role of Sosie, spokesmal} 
for Amphitryon and, in 
effect; steward of his master's 
household. ' 

June Arms,rong - Wright, 
another Hongkong sta·ge stal-, 
waJ:,t, giy_gs ~ strong, per-
orrriance as Allrniena;'!i a I 

portrayal that evaluates im-
First favourable impact of pressively the varying moods, 

the play was the excellence phases and sentiments of the 
of the opening prologue, charact er. 
whereby Jupiiter and Mercury Raymond Fry's Amphitryon 
are astride a cloud, plotting is satisfying and he fits the 
and planning the exciting role of the professional 
mission amf>ng the mortals. soldier whose tender mo•' 

For this scene, Producer ments, outside battle, con
Lawrence and artistic de- tribute materially to the 
signer Bob Elliott conceived by-play. 
a well-lit cuit-out, set fmidst Linda Reeves is a realistic 
the clouds and perched Ninetza a,nd Viotocr Ladd 
realistically midway between provides the droll touches as 
foollhlgihifs ood rop of prosoen- the Trumpeter. 
ium. The effect is admirable. Eugenie Itenson is a credi-

And from that moment, ble Echo. Ol!he<r roles Me 

l>'avid Jordan's Jupiter ta~es competently played by Gill 
on a realism and an impact . Da,v,idson, -as Kleantha, Junie 

Elli'Obt as Ledia and by Tom 
- -- • 1U1U•q1111111111n11m111111u1111JJ•~ Lewi·s ' 06 tJhe warrior. • • 

'l'he' sets, professionally dY 
signed and constructed, a.I 

a j,oy 1Jo be/hold; wrtumes aJ 

colourful; lighting is we~. 
evaluated and the statuary (b:' 

1. models) is finely concel" 
, 1ve d 

ved and acllJeve . 
To sum up: This produc

tion has a professional ring. 
Despite first-night apprehen
siveness, it will go f~ 
strength to strength dunng 
its all-too-brief run. Would 
that it could continue for 
extra nights! 
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ri;, o The Garrison Players our warm appreciation is due, for 
·.:r- a commendable presentation of Amphitryon 38, last week, 

~ at The University. It just shows what can be done when a 
•' local drama group emerges from the confines of its little 

.. "theatre and broadens artistic perspective with a production 
· of this calibre. _ 

The sets were the finest that have . been seen for rna'ny 
a moon; the intriguing music was specially composed for the 

,..o~casion; th~ production of Barbara Lawrenc·e was as profes-

sional as available talent can 
make it. 
· Will the Players return to 

the little theatre of St . 
George's Hall? That is the 1 

mighty question. The success ~ 
of their latest production, on J 

the greater stage area of the J 

Loke Yew Hall, should prompt ◄ 
the answer. . ~ 

Artistic Spice, by K. C. 
Harvey, appears in the Stand-
ard every Monday) , ~ 

: 
.f 
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