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- '¢¢ A MPHITRYON 38"
P presented by the
~ @arrison Players to the

. Festival of Arts at the Loke
‘Yew Hall last night, has
Jquite a history. It begins
Las a Greek myth; wag turn-
ed into a comedy by Jean
Giraudoux and adapted into
| English by the American
. ‘,p-l-a ywright, Samuel

Nathaniel Behrman,

'As a Festival piece, it is ideal,
it tests every department of the
stage; but its audience appeal
is' limited to those who appre-
ciate real theatre.

‘Now Giraudoux,
regarded the theatre as the per-
| fect medium for expressing
- what he had to say about life.
~He wid Tot reckon his work
could be improved by this or
that producer.

So we have had to wait
patiently for a producer to know
what he was about before we
have received a good perform-
ance of one of these highbrow
plays.
~ Giraudoux regarded the
theatre as a complete entity.
There had to be harmony not
only between actors and sets,
| but between every triviality of
‘the production.
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rhat 1s ‘why
‘duction makes  the Hongkong
Stage Club’s presentation’ ' of

“Rinlg Round the Moon,” seem
so amateurish by comparison.
ate having to say that, but
it is a stark naked fact.
- Barbara Lawrence the pro-
ducer  of ., “Amphitryon’ . 38”
‘knows her job, knows just what
is to be achieved. In short she
understands the play. I doubt
~ whether the: people who were on
the same stage last week knew

the general
most imaginative ever seen on
Hongkong stage. The
g scene, a picture frame
g showing Jupiter and
cury poised on a  cloud
nning a little gentle rape is
istically supreme,
lighting - of
the subtle use of light
the  grouping, . the
deportment ' of the cast
shed to the nth degree.
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design are by far the best and ||

‘unaware, while he enjoyed |
m Amphitryon’s pri-,.;
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Peter Hammond w: i
as ' Mercury and R:;mkgondshnll
too hesitant as Amphitryon, 71 |
think also that David Jo}dan
should play Jupiter with a more
earthy appeal, That was the
G'rcek iconoclastic approach, the
view of man’s eley bove
gods formed in rmm'atlon s
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( s image,
The play proceeded as Yt
should,  well-timed, anid a
w‘ mflgniﬂccht climax when the out-
| | witted Jupiter is puf in his
“ plu?e in"the scene-on_the palacre
1 | roof,

- It is @t once extremely amus-
ing, but has real searing Gallic
wit v\{ith the French delight of
expcesing idols with feet of clay.
Harmonising with this is a
magnificent set, clever lighting,
 and  statuary which demands
. poses under the gleverest make-
' up seen on the Hongkong stage.

Now comes the question. Did
. I enjoy' the play? No! But I ad-
mired it.

For me it is too clever, too
consciously clever, Its wit is re=~
miniscent  of the under-
graduates . room of the early
thirties. - The audacity  is
academic, the epigrams over-
polished. The theme, the des-
truction = of icdealistic-roman-
| ticism too burdened. ;

l But not a comma will I re-
tmove from what 1 have said.
! Remembering that our theatre
appreciation suffers because we
get so little of it. This per-
. formance burns into the in-
| tellect. But it reaches a height
' far and away anything before
achieved. It soars like a
rocket, but disappears in a
' cluster of stars.
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Delicious

By K. C. Harvey
Standard Drama Critic

This is a delicious aperitif
for a happy evening, a
fascinating tale of Jupiter’s
descent to earth, to woo and
seduce a beautiful woman,
Alkmena, wife of General
Amphitryon.

In this mission, the mighty
Jupiter, Lord of The Gods,
is assisted in this intrusion
upon the mortals, by Mereury,
his winged messenger.

But when Jupiter comes
upon earth and seeks to
alienate the  affection of

Alkmena for her Amphitryon,
all - is not plain sailing . . .

Such is the theme of this
story, which Barbara Law-
frence and her players un-
fold with a liberal dash of
| skill and a generous measure

of artistry.

Last night saw the opening
of a three-night run, at the
Loke Yew Hall of The Uni-
‘versity, and the production
was well received,

. Favourable Impact

First favourable impact of
the play was the excellence
_of the opening prologue,
whereby Jupiter and Mercury
.are astride a cloud, plotting
and planning * the  exciting
mission ampr}g* the mortals.

For this scene, Producer
Lawrence and artistic de-
signer Bob Elliott eonceived
a welllit cut-out, set amidst
the clouds and perched
| realistically midway -between
footlights and top of proscen-
jum. The effect is admirable.
_ And from that moment,
| David Jordan’s Jupiter takes
lon a realism and an impact
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"Amphitryon 38’ ’

For Happy Evening

Strength is given to this year’s Festival of
the Arts by the Garrison Players’ laudable choice
of play—Amphitryon 38, by S. N. Behrman,
adapted from the French of Jean Giraudoux and
produced for the Players by Barbara Lawrence.

| soldier | whose tender mo-|

| tion has a professional ring. |
| Despite first-night apprehen- |

| strength to strength during

Aperitif |

that is sustained throughout
a three-hour presentation.
Cynicism, dry wit and
bursts of = eloquence 'mter-‘
spersed with restraint, are
the ingredients of Jordan’s
role: he blends them admir-
ably and spices them subtly]
with .mime and meaning.
Despite an intermittent ten-
dency to fumble first syllables

of certain words, (a first-night {

tendency, perhaps), Peter
Hammond lends credence to
his Mercury and there ‘are J
times when he is well re:
solved within the part.
Geoffrey Lupton, who has

successes, imparts  power to
the role of Sosie, spokesman |
for ° Amphitryon ‘and, in
effect, steward of his ma‘lster’s
household. .
June Armsirong - Wright,
another Hongkong stage stal-
wart, gives a strong  per-
formance  as Alkmefia; a
portrayal that

played in several local drama‘

evaluates im-l
pressively the varying moods,
phases and sentiments of the !
character. A ‘

Raymond Fry’s Amphitryon’
i§ satisfying and he fits the
role of the  professional

ments, outside battle, . con-|
tribute = materially to the
by-play. B g
Linda Reeves is a realistic
Ninetza and  Victor Ladd
.provides the droll touches as’
the Trumpeter. : i
Eugenie Itenson is a credi-
ble | Echo. Other roles are
competently played by Gill
. Davidson, as Kleantha, June
Elliott, as Leda, and by Tomw
Lewis, os the warrior, & -~
The sets, paofessionally df
signed and constructed,
a joy to behold; wrtumes ai
colourful;  lighting 18 we?
evaluated and the statuary (b

live models) is finely 'concei

and aﬁhileVed. ;
'l':msom ‘up: This produc-
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siveness, it will go from
its all-too-brief rum. Would
that it could continue  for
extra nights!
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O The Garrison Players our warm appreciation is due, for
a commendable presentation of Amphitryon 38, last week,
.at The University. It just shows what can be done when a
Jocal drama group emerges from the confines of its little
“theatre and broadens artistic perspective with a productmn
“of this calibre.
""" The sets were the finest that have béen seen for many
‘a moon; the intriguing music was specially composed for the
‘oceasion; the production of Barbara Lawrence was as profes-
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sional as available talent can

make it.

Will the Players return to
the little theatre of St.
George’s Hall? That is the
mighty question. The success

of their latest production, on.
‘the greater stage area of the
‘Loke Yew Hall, should prompt

the answer.

Artistic Si:nce by K. C.

Harvey, appears in' the Stand-
ard every Monday) :
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