ongkong Theatre
(To the Editor, S.C.M, Post)

Sir,—The action of y%ur cor-
Tespondent Aeneas, in criticising
the angkong Stage Club for
pProducing “Othello” at the Lee
The‘atre, appears not only to do
a disservice but also to under-
estimate the public of Hong-
kong.

The Garrison Players applaud‘

this initiative and faith on the
part of our Stage Club col=
leagues in attempling to make

P dramatic contribution to
the Festival of the Arts an cven
more resounding success than
last year, and in addition, are
attempting to complement these
efforts by producing “The Cir-
cle? both in Kowloon and
Hongkong and thus catering
for a grealer percentage of the
public,

Surely, the discriminating
theatre-goer  in our midst
should be given the opportunity
to see live performances not
only of contemporary drama
but also of the beiter examples
of the playwright's art through
the ages; equally should our
younger generation be given
the opportunity to acquire this
discrimination. To be fully ap-
preciated for their true value,
these examples of dramatic
writing must be seen in the
medium for which they were
originally written and not with
all the trappings available to
the film producer.

We are confident that the
action of both the Stage Club
and our own Society in break-
ing new ground (albeit in dif-
ferent ways) for this year's
Festival productions will be
amply rewarded by the public’s
response and support. No re-
minder is necessary that both
Societies are taking a consider-
able financial risk; they seek
merely to cover expenses from
production to production and
not to make a proit. Should
they fail through the exercise
of courage, whither the thealy
!%Hongkong? -

4 By K. C. HARVEY a4
Wilhin less than 48 hours of
the curtain ml;g upon the Gar-
Ldon piayers'
Cirele, ny Som’e.:l’:td i
sAe major player, Bruce Vaug-
nan,  gelinquished
i k:h&ithn. and it wae
y than two days’

M'?:G.'hy Roger Needell.

at ghould have been suf-
ficient to deter any prodtefcer. bur
to Eric O'Neil Shaw it was @
double getback, for only two
weeks, ago, Reginald Glenvill, |
who was playing the 1
role of Clive Champion f
wasycompelled, through exigen-
%’ of the Service, to h.:d

T,

Glanvill's stand-in was a
newcomer to the Colony. He
had, ‘in fact, just arrived, and
within a ma‘ter of hours had
taken over. To Colin MacCal-
lum-Stewart (Clive) and to Ro-
ger Needell (Edward) the great-
est credit is due, »
/ J A third problem faced the pro-
lucer and cast of The Circle. To |
|cater for Kowlon patroms, The
Garrison Players have taken the
/| bold step of crossing the -water
|for two performances.  They
opened last night at Morse House
—Scout Headquarters in Cox's
Road—before an &ppreciative
Service representation of nearly
one hundred; but tonight, when
the Players ring up the curtain
before a fully-fledged audience,
headed by their President, Lt.-
General W.H. Stratton, Com-
mander British Forces, the spaci-
ous hall of Morse House is ex-
to be filled within near
capacity. It will then be seen
if the commendable venture of
the Players, in carrying out the
(Continued on Page 15 Col. 4)
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- Performance
~ UNIQUE: EFFORT
RS LN

posite to the * Kowloon Cri
.‘%ﬂn Cox’ A'né*gqad‘ is a unig

from Page 16,
experiment of giving two per- & performance
formances in Kowloon and two
lin Hongkong, receives the full

ragement merited.

cast it was to be ex
the Players’ production had ite
initial teething troubles, but tak-
ing into consideration the dact
¢hat Roger Needell, in less thar
two days, had gained a reason-
ingignt of the lead
part—sufficiently good to enable
him to dispense,

To Colin MacCallum Stewart
goes my warmest admiration, for

 lglly—if a trifle noisily

evening
when an over-lighted ser tends
to illuminate too freely the “in

marks, otherwise, for stag

The play will also be present-
ed in Hongkong—at The Missions
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(To the Editor, S.C.M. Post)

3 . L4
Sir,—The action of your cOr-
respondent Aeneas, in criticising

the Hongkong Stage Club for |

producing “Othello” at the Lee
Thegtre, appears not only to do
a c_hsservice but also to under-
estimate the public of Hong-
kong. -

The Garrison Players applaud
this initiative and faith on the
part of our Stage Club col-,
leagues in attempting to make,
their dramatic contribution to
the Festival of the Arts an €ven
more resounding = Success than
last year, and In addition, are
attempting to complement these
efforts by producing “The Cir-
cley? both . in Kowloon - and
Hongkong and thus catering
for -a greater percentage of the
public.

Surely, the discriminating
theatre-goer in our midst
should be given the opportunity
‘4o see live performances not
.only of contemporary drama
put also of the better examples
of the playwright’s art through
the ages; equally should our
younger generation be given
‘he opportunity to acquire this
discrimination. To be fully ap-
-,preciafed for their true value,
these examples of dramatic
' yriting 'maust - be seen in the
'medium for which they were

iginally “written and not with
.all the trappings available to

e’ Hongkong Theatref

|
i

f

4he film producer. -
L, YWe are 'conﬁdent that the
: poth the Stage Club
{apd our own Society in break-
‘ing new ground (albeit in dif-
ferent ways for this years
| Festival oroductions  will be |
amply rewarded by the public’s
» and support. No re-

| %

|- - it
ks qar " 18 necessary that both
“'mm'_eties are taking a consider-

Soct they seek

aple financial risk;
merely to cover exper}ses from |
uction to prod:ﬁci:twnSh aqg

make @ Proiit.. s jou
no tc.,fan through the exercise
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V), |
Major Player lndisposeI

| Substitute Do¢s Well: The Cwéle.
Gorrisenm Players.

| Is Triumph Fo

| By K. C. HARVEY
' Wilhin less than 48 hours of
| the curtain rising upon the Gar-
R — ruavers' Festival play, The
| Girele, By Somerset Maugham,
wae majer player, Bruce Vaug-
nam, zelinguished the part
through indisposition, and it wae
played, af less than two days’
notice, by Roger Needell

That should have been suf-
ficient to deter any producer, buf
‘0 Eric O’Neil Shaw it was a
double setback, for only two

who. was playing the important

cies of the Service,

over.
Glanvill's

| newcomer

stand-in was 2
to the Colony. He
had, -in fact, just arrived, and
within a matter of hours had
taken owver. To Colin MacCal-
lum-Stewart (Clive) and to Ro=
ger Needell (Edward) the great-
est credit is due.

" A third problem faced the pro-
‘ducer and cast of The Circle. To
cater for Kowlon patroms, The
Garrison Players have taken the
| pold step of crossing ‘the -water
for two performances. They
opened last night at Morse House
__Seout Headgquarters in Cox’s
Road—before an gppreciative
Service representation of nearly
one hundred; but tonight, when

pefore a fully-fledged audience,
'headed by their President, Lt.-
General W.H. Siratton, Com-
mander British Forces, the spaci-

to be filled within near
capacity. It will then be seen
if p:}fe commendable venture ot
the Players, in carrying out the

[ (Continued on

"~

role of Clive Champion-Cheney, |
was compelled, through exigen- |
to hand |

the Players rTing Uup the curtain |

weeks; ago, Reginald Glanvill, |.

-

ous hall of Morse House is ex~ |

Page 15 Col. 4)

!

experiment of giving two per-
formances in Kowloon and two
in Hongkong, receives the full
(engouragement merited.

| Wih two major changes in
cast it was to be expected that
the Players’ production had its
initial teething troubles, but tak-
ing ' into consideration the fact
¢hat Roger Needell, in less than

ably good insight of the lead
part—sufficiently good to enable
'him to dispense, in part, with
-v;gscript, the overall result was
| praiseworthy and highiy
'couraging for future

=

formances.

en-
per-

4 To Colin MacCallum Stewart

- | goes my warmest admiration, for

(Continued from Page 16,

two days, had gained a reason-

{grealer  elasticity and freedom.

| a sincere portrayal, but her per-

a performance +hat has convic- |
tion and sincerity—and -all this
achieved within two weeks. |

Peter Alderfon’s Lord Porteous
is a gem. He carries the part}
Jike a veteran—and looks one. §

The major laurels I award to

Dreda Holman—a natural—and
the perfect conception of the
Lady Catherine Champion-

Cheney, a woman worn and well-
weathered, as the part ordains. |
Her voice of rising cadence and
cascading laughter rings in my
ears. And that perfect fur stole!
It could not have been- beitered.

As Arnold Champion-Cheney,
William Mayne tends to be
stilted. Although his reading of
the part has much to commend it,
he: should move and act with

Alma Stone, as Elizabeth, gives

formance needs more econvie-
tion. In the gquleter momev;'xcts ‘
she achieved a fine evaluation,
I_:mt in t':lmes of stress more drive
is _requm'e;d. Make-up and bear-
ing are impressive, - '

“As Mrs. Shenstone, * Jenmnif
Spikins satisfies: it is' achlou;i
less part and no sinecure. ’

Eric . O’Neil Shaw plavs
Butter with more thaz? ay: ig;f-
measure of the accepted Jeeves
He fits 'the part imposingiy and |
adjusts the furniture profession
elly—if a trifle noisily at times,

To O'Neil Shaw is due Wwarm

+{iwhich he and his stal &
‘have been faced. b e

{ed in Hongkong—at The

praise for the finish given '
productiom-—'especially in tov-ieh:
of the major problems with

2 'I'he Set is 'exee : 3 P 3
is eﬁ’eptive-—-al:t- ‘ -glt' 11%:’31113
bright in the evening scener
Whe_!n an over-lighted sep t’m; :
to ﬂ’]ﬂmmate‘too freely’ the v R
depth”  pastoral backeloth.. Full |
: rr'.s. otherwise, for the stgg\e

The play will also be

present. |
Missions |

tn Seemen, on Friday amd Satur

day. It is well

Wm'th m pa_, g

Y g oo i

tronage,
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“THE CIRCLE”

Garrison Players’
Performance

UNIQUE EFFORT

The Garnson PIayers’ per--,
formance of “The Circle” at-the.
Boy - Scouts’ Feadquarters Op= |
posite to the * Kowloon Cricket |
Club in Coxs’. Road,; 1s a umque x

' experiment. . ,
. 'There has been constant de- =
~mand that -such presentations
should be made more accessible
to. Kowloon residents and des- s

pite the high cost .of transport

of effects, across 'the ® harbour, R
the trial showing is being madP S5
there during this penod of thﬁ v
Festival of Arts. .- 1

Playgoers - will have the Op- : i
portunity = of ‘witnessing “this |} = =
typical Somerset Maugham play g
this evening. at 8.30 ‘p.m. TN RS
Morse '~ House, the fine new S
Headquarter - bundmg .of*® thej = ML
Boy Scouts’ ASSOCLathIl S0 L
Kowloon.. - SN

Last night a; spemal perfOr- E

! mance was put on for the bene-
i fit, of members of Her MaJesty’s

i Forces. Thls was organised by
1theR;e-v "J.»G. Froud and an

f apprematlve Teception was given 3 n el
by an enthusiastic audience. g R

i Owing .to the sudden indis- f} =~ e

! position. of Bruce Vaughan, the || =~ = .

_part - of Edward' = Luton  was

. taken at mcredlbly short noti{:e

" by Roger Needell who received |

a - special . ovation.  Colin'
Machallwn-Stewart “who ‘only |

4. % lamvedmth:eGolonytwoweeks o

: ‘ago, gave an' outstanding per-

j formance as Clive C’hammon_

. 30 Cheney. Y
: Loshaud W In the capable hands. of: Eric [
3%, O’Neil  Shaw, producer, the f = ¢
players gayve sincere and enter- | «

_taining porirayals of person ah-"‘_j:‘-:',‘:“ By
txesofthewem'ly 1920\%9 froes L ik &

s 1 w W gl
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