
~ · ,,Hon~ . --
Theatre 

(To the Edi tor, S.C.M. Post) 

Sir.-The action or your cor­
respond<!nt Aeneas, in criUcis~ 
ihe Hongkong Stage Club for 
Producing "Othello" al the Lee 
Theatre, appears not only to do 
a disservice but also to under­
estimate the public or Hong­
kong. 

The Garrison Players applawi 
this initiative and faith on the 
part o! om· Stage Club col­
lea~es in al\empling lo make 
lheu- dramatic contribution tn 
t.he Festival or the Arts an even 
more resounding success than 
la,;t year, and in addl\ion, are 
attempting to complement these 
efforts by producing "The Cir­
cle,'' both in Kowloon and 
Hongkong and thu s calering 
for a greater percentage of tho 
public. 

Surely, lhc discriminating 
thc:itre-goer in our midst 
should be given the opportunity 
to see live perform:mees not 
on!~· or contemporary drama 
but also or the better examples 
or the playwright's art through 
the a11:es; equally should our 
younger generati0n be given 
the opportunity to acquire U1is 
discrimination. To be fully ap­
preclated for their true value, 
these examples or dramatic 
wrilin& must be seen in the 
medium tor which thcv were 
originally written and not wllh 
all the trappings available to 
the film producer. 

We are confident that the 
.action of both U,e Stage Club 
and our own Society in break­
ing new ground (albeit in dif­
ferent ways) tor this year's 
Festival productions ,vill be 
amply rewarded by the public's 
:-esponse and supi;,ort. No re­
minder is necessary that bo:h 
Societies are taking a considtr­
able financial risk; they seek 
merely to cover expens~ !Tom 
production to production and 
not to make a proat. Shou!d 
they fail through the exercise 
of courage, whither the thea 
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l WJ,hln less than 48 houn o1 j (Contmued f,om Page 161 h8S convic-
lbe c11nafn rlarng upon the Gar- experiment of g,v'.ng two ~r- a pertormance ·hal: d all this 
~:n. ,, .. ver' Festival play, Th• tormanc"" in x.,-,·loon and twr. tion and s,_ncerity--an weeks-
C.,c~. ;r.y Some-rwt Ma\JClWn, m H,..ngk~ng. receives 1he full ach1e"Yod Wit.>un 'tw~ Porte<>US 
.n• maJot pla~r. Bruce Voug- ...,..,oUUllt'fflent merited Pet,,r Alderton s . the part 
IJ&n, .elinqulahed the part w) I, two major chanies In ,. a gen. He "",:;r";'ooks one. 
through lndt.poeltum. and it wa. rm It ••as t,, be expected that J,J,e a vel>e!ran--" I I award to 
played, M l!!N than two daya' the Playeu ' produrlk>n had 11, TM maJor Laure s atural-an<I 
notice, by Roeer Ne-dell. lnlt,i l •reth int! t rou bl •• bu! t.ak· Droda Holman-41 ton of the 

That should h3ve been auf- ,ng lnlo e<,Mideration the t<ict th• perfect ronceP Champion-
ftclent to doter ITIY pro,lucer, b\11 ,hat Roger N•..<!r L In ;P.,. thar. J,ody C,alherme woo-n and well-
'.o Eric O'Neil Shn, lt wu I tw" d,,y,. h.-1 ~!Md a r....,n. Cheney, a w~ part ordains. 
double utback. lo,- nnly two ably JlOOtl tno,l(ht nr the lead •·ea th •red. "" · e ca<1enoe and 
weeks, •&o, Re•lnold GlanvtlL part--uffinPrrlly fo,,d tn enebl• Her v1>ice f1 

;t~ nngs in my 
who wu playlng the i.m~anl him tt) diapPnac. ln part, with casc,dmsr &u ---'i,cl tur stole' 

l t ell Ch Ion tau. And 1ha.t """ .,_ ., 
ro e o ve amp - eney, vr,pt , lih• ov~nll reeult wa, It ·,..,uld n,,,t have been be=r= 
wa& compelled, through exlren- proL11ew<>rthy and h:,duy .,,. Al< A:mi,1d Champ1on-Chflley, 
c1e5 of the Service. to hand IMuroc,nc for tuhlre P"T· W lll.am Ma~ tends to be 
over. f,,,m,ncra. r\ted AlthO<ld!h hiA readin~ of 

Glanvlll's ,tand-rn wu • Tn Colin Ma~!!um Stewart :ii·, part ha• much l» cnmmend1t. 
newoomer to the Colony. He goes my warmest admlrat ,on, for h,. ,Muld move and ~ with 
had, in !aol, Just arTlved, and ------=-~- •reale-r eutk:,ty and f~om. 
within a ma1· ter of hours had • beUl es 
taken over. To Colin MacCal- Alma Stnne. " Ehza · g,v 

Ro 1 11nc•e portrayal. but he-r per• 
lum-Stewart (C\lve) and to - formance need• more convlc-
e~r Needell (Edward) the great- ti<>n. In the quret,,r mom""b 
est credit i6 du•. •h• ach.eved a fine evaluat,!"", 
du';e:hl~d p:!l~T ft~d~;,1/r;~ but in t,m,g of stress more dnve 
cat.er for Kowlon patrons. The u required Make-up and bear-
Garrison Players have taken the inc ar• ;,npr,give. 
bold st,,.p of crossing the -wat,,r A. Mr<. Shenstone. · Jennifer 
for two performance,. They Sp1kina 1&tisfles: it is • colour-
opened last rught at Moroe House 1- par and no sinecUre. 
-Scout Headquarters in Cox's Eric O'Neil Shaw plays the 
Road-before an itppreciative Butter with more than • fair 
Service repre5entat1on of nearly tneasure of the acr-epted Jeeves. 
one hundred; but 1x>night, when He fits the part imposinl(JY and 
the Players ring up the curtain adjusts the furniture profession-
bef..-e a tully-ftedged audience, elly-H a trifle nol5ily at times. 
he-ad,d by their President, Lt.- To O'Neil Shaw is due warn, 
General W.H. S·ratton, Com- his 
mand"r British Forces, the spaci- praise for the finish Jtiven tn 
ous hell of Morse House is ex- production~pecially in view 

peeled to be filled within near ~,:hic~\.,ma~ hkrobsf:i':art:: 
capacity. It will then be a.en 
.if bhe commendable venture of have been faced. 
the Players, in oarrying out the The s~t is excellent. lighting 

C · d p 15 Cgt. 4) i,:; effective-al-!"Muzh rather 
( ont&ntu on IJ,/ll I t-ri11ht in the evening scene, 

"THE CIRCLE" 

Garrison Players' 
Performance 

UNIQUE EFFORT 

Tho Garrison Player•' per­
formance o! "The Circle" ot the 
Boy Scouts' nc:idquartcrs, opi. 
posite to th'e Ko\floon Cricket 
Club in Cox's Road,' ls a unique 
experiment. ' 

There has been constant de­
mand that such presentations 
should be made more aceess,ibJe 
to Kowloon r<!Sidents and des­
pite the high cosl of transport 
of effects. across the · harbouT, 
the trial showing is being madP. 
~here during this period or the 
Festival ot Arts. 

Playgoers will have the op­
portunity or witnessing this 
typical Somerset Maugham play 
tltis cvenini: at 8.30 P.m. in 
l\lorse House, the flne new 
Headquarter buildin~ of the 
Boy Scouts' .Association 1n 
Kowloon . 

Last n~t a special perfor­
mance was put on for the bct1e­
r,i or memberS or Her Majesty's 
Forces. This was organised bY 
the Rev. J. G . Fraud and an 
appreclative rc~tion was J:iven 
by an rnt.husfastlc audience. 

Owing to the sudden indis­
position or Bruce Vau,eban, tli(! 
part of EdY.ord Lukin was 
taken al lnc~llbly ahort notlcA 
t,y 11<>11er Necdell who n:oolvcd 
3 l}JCCID I (JVation. Colin 
!lla,Callum-Sl<!wart, who only 
arnvc'CI 1n the Colaoy two w«-ka 
aa:o, gave ah l1lJ1Ata11dlng pct­
formante a• Clive Chnmu1on­
Cbcn<-y. 

ln the c11P•ble hand, r,( E,ic 
o Nol.I Sbaw, produoor, the 
playen ,ta\•e dnc~ro and enter­
lainlnl: portrayal.I or pen.,oail­
lies of u.... <!nly l u20·,. • 

't\ilen an over- lrghted set tends 
to illuminate too freely !:he win 
depth" pa,sl.oral backcloth. Full 
marks, o'lhenvise, for the stage 
team. 

The play will also be pre.;ent-
ed in Hone:kon,z._at The :VIi!i.sions 
h Se?"Tlen, ,..n Frid':!." and Satur­
day. It is well wortb your pa­
tr'•r.:;i:?e. 
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Sir,-The action of your cor­

respondent Aeneas, in criticising 

the Hongkong Stage Club for 

producing "Othello'' at the Lee 

Theatre, appears not only to do 

a ~isservice but also to under- 1 

estimate the public of Hong- , 
kong. 

The Garrison Players applau<l 

this initiative and faith on the t 
part of our Stage Club col­
leagues in attempting to make · 

their ,ctraroatic contribution to 

the Festival of the Arts an even 
more resounding success than 

last year, and in addition, are 

attempting to complement these 

efforts by producing ''The Cir­

cle," both in Kowloon and 

Hongkong and thus cat.ering 

for a greater percentage of the 

public. 
Surely, the discriminating 

theatre-goer in our midst 

should be given the opportunity 

to see live performances not 

on1y of contemporary drama 

but also of the better examples 

of the playwright's art through 

the ages; equally should our 

younger generation be given 

the opportunity to acquire this 

discrimination. To be fully ap­

preciated for their true value, 

these examples of dramatic 

writing must be seen in the 

medium for which they were 

originally written and not with 

all the trappings available to 

the fi1ID producer. 
We are confident that the 

action af both the Stage Club 

and our own Society in break­

ing new grotmd (albeit in dif­

ferent ways) to~ this year's 

Festival productions will be 

amply rewarded by the public's 

,·e,sporuse and support. No re­

~ind er is neces~ary that _bo:h 

Societies are ta1?ng a cons1dt::r­

able fi,nancial risk; they .seek . 

merely to cover exper:ise'S from 

production to production and 
not to make a profit. Sho~!j 

ih fail through the exerc1s~ 

of e~urage, whither the thea 
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By K. C. HARVEY 
Within less than 48 hours of 

tbe cu.nam rising upon the Ga.a-­
~ .k'.11ave-r-' Feativa1 play, The 

, Ci-rete. .-»..Y SomeTSet Maugham, 
.,.a.e maN't pla)'ler, Bruce Vaug­
'n-ain. ~linquis.hed the pa.rt 
through .indisposition, and it wats 
played, alt less than two days' 
notice, by Roger Needell. 

That should have been suf­
ficient to dieter any producer, bult 
to Eric O'Neil Sharw it was a 
double setback, for only two 
weeks; ago, Reginald Glanvill, 
who was playing the import,ant 
·r ole of Clive Champion-Cheney, 
was compelled, through exigen- , 
ci,es of the Service, to hand 1 
over. 

GLanvill's stand-in was a 
newcomer to the Colony. He 
had, in £act, just arrived, and 
within a mai:.ter of hours had 
taken over. To Colin Me.eCal­
lum-St.ewart (Clive) and to Ro .. 
g~r Nee-dell (Edward) the great-
est credit is due. 

1 
A third problem faced the pro­

ducer a.n·d cast of The Circle. Tc 
ca·~ for Kowlon patrons, The 
Garrison Players have taken the 
bold ste,p of crossing the water 
flor two performances. They 
opened last night at Morse House 
-Seout Headquarters in Cox's 
Road_.before an ,tpprecia<tive I 
Sell"'vice representation of nearly 
one hundred; but ilonight, wh~n 
the Players rmg up the c~m 
befcre a fully-fledged . a.udience, 
headed by their President, Lt.­
~neral W.H. S:ratton, ~­
ma.nder British Forces, the spaci­
ous ha-ll of Morse Hause is ex­
~ to be filled within near 
capacity. It will then be seen 
if the commendable venture o~ 

l 
the Players, in carrying out the 

(Ccmtmucd on Page 15 Cot. 4) 

(Continued from Page 16; 
experiment of g1vmg two per- a perfo:nnance •hal: has convic:­
formances in K?wloon and two tion and sincerity-and all this 
in Hongkong, receives the full achieved wit.llin two weeks . 

ri:.fruragement merited. Peter Alderton's Lord PorteoUs 
w»·h two major chanies in is a gem. He carries the part 

cast it was to be expected that Iike a veteran-and looks one. 
the Players' production had it, The major laurels I award to 
initial teething troubles, but tak- Dreda Holman--a natura-i-and 
ing inrt.o co

115
.ideration the (i\act the perfect conception of the 

\'.hat Roger Needell, in leGs than Lady Catherine Champion­
two days, had gained a reason- Cheney, a woman WOT'Il and well­
ably good iru;ig·ht of the lead weathered, as the part ordains. 
part-sufficien<tly good to enable Her voice of rising cadence and 
ilim to dispense, in paTt, with cascading laughter rings in my 
script, the overall result wa.s ears. And that perlect fur stole! 
praiseworthy and highly en- It could not have been be-tJteTed. 

lcouraging foT future per- As Arnold Champion-Cheney, 

l
formances. William Mayne tends to be 

To Colin MacCallum Stewart stilted. Although his rt¾i<l.ing of 
goes my wannest admiration, for the part has much to commend it. he- should move and act with 

greal eT elasticity amd freedom. 
.i\}ma Ston-e, as Elizabe-1:h, give5 

a sinceTe portrayal. but her per­
f~rmance needs more convic­
t1o.n. I~ tJhe quleiter moments 
she _ach!eved a fine evaluation, 
~ut m ~imes of stress more drive 
~ reqw-r~d. Make-up and bear­
mg a,re 1,mpressive. 

As. Mrs .. Shenstone, · Jennirfe-r 
Sp1kms satisfies: it is a colour­
less part and no sinecure. · 

Eric O'Neil Shaw plavs the 
Butter with more than • 8 fair 
measure of the ac,.epted Jee 
He. fits the part imposfagly :d 
!dllJust~f thet ~flurniture profession­
"" Y-1 a ri e noisily at ti mes. 

T? O'Neil Shacw is due waTm 

1 

pra1se f~ the fin~sh giv~n to hiB 
product1on-espec1a1ly in view 

I of . the major problems with 
, which he and his stialwart ea 1 
' have been faced. 

8 

. The se-t . Lq exce-Uent, li~hting 
Jc; • effc~1ve--although ratheT 
l>rip:ht m the . evem,in,g scene, 
wh~n a~ over-lrghted set· tends 
to illumin.ate too freely t'h ., .. 
d th" 1 . e in ep pars ora:1 backcloth. Full 
marks, offl1erw1se, f<Yr the ,. tea,m. , s"<lge 

The play will also be 
ed in Hnngkoni-at Thi'! pr~$~nt-
h Se.i"Tien, on Fri(hy anf ssta,s 
day. It is well worth a ur-
t ron;i'!e. Your pa-
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1 "THE CIRCLE" 

Garrison Players' 
Performance 

. . . . 

UNIQUE· -EFFORT 
.. J • .. . 

The Garrison Players' - per- : 
formance of "'I'he Circle'' at the 
Boy Scouts~ -H~dquarters, ·op- 1 
posite to ,thee,! Kowloon Cricket I 
Club in Cox's Road/ is a unique_· 

' experiment~ . ; ' 
Th~e has begn constant de­

mand that ·such presentatjons 
should be made .more accessJble 
to Kowloon residents and des­
pite the high cost .or transport i. 
of effects ' across t~e • harboU'r, 
the trial showing is being made 
!there during this period of the 
Festival of Arts. 

Playgoers will have the Op­
portunity of witnessing this 
typical Somerset Maugham play 
/this evening at 8.30 p.m. in 
Morse Rous~, the fine new 
Headquarter building of the 
Boy Scouts' Association m 
Kowloon. 

Last night a- special perfor­
\ mance was put on for the ben~­
! rut of members of Her Majesty's 
1 Forces. This _ was organised by 

the Rev. J. , G. Fraud and an 
i appreciative reception was given 
: by an enthusia_stic audience. 
1 Owing to the sudden incHs­
i position . of Bruce Vaughan, tlie 

part of _Eaw~d Luton was 
taken at incredibly short notic~ 

, by Roger Need.ell who received 
a special ovation. Colin 
MaicCallwn-Stewart, who only 

l a~:rived in the Colony two weeks 
ago, gave an outstanding per­
formance as Clive Chanmion­
Cheney. 

In the capable hands of, Eric 
O'Nci1 Shaw, producer, the 
players gave sincere and enter­
taining p011t1·ayals of personali­
ties of the early 1920~s. • 

• 
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