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yers Launch New Season

ARTISTIC SPICE

|
| s K, C. Harvey

ITH a brand-new committee and a liberal dash of |
enthusiasm, The Garrison Players have embarked 5
Jeave and post-
ings take their toll in this Colony and the only remaining
member of the 1055-1956 committee who eontinues for a

upon the new season’s activities, Home

turther year (or more) is Mario Ferras.

Of the new committee, ‘the majority are well-known, ,b
havinhg been established here over months or years, but
there are one or two fledglings to Hongkong and its non-

professional stage. -

Ld
HAIRMAN is Colin

Under his guidance, the committee should do well.

Neville Evans, remembered. for his useful work in
| the Players’ radio play productions, is the Becretary;
| Mollie Crosbie, another stalwart of stage and back-stage,
takes over as Business Manager; John and Gladys Rogers
handle, respectively, “ Lectrics’ ” and Treasurer. It should |

be a powerful team.
*

.
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r'(
MacCallum-Stewart, who made
| his debut with the Players in stage roles last season.
| Colin is of sturdy Scottish ancestry and has the forthright
| characteristics of most likeable and progressive Scots.
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Garrison
Players

Four Plays : ;
Plenned For |
Cominrg Season

Plans are well in hand for .
presentation of the play “Ten
Little Niggers” by the Gerrison
Players in October as their
season curtain-raiser. The
Playerg had hoped to produce
“Happy Marricge” py John

| Clemendts  during  the second
| week in October, but have been

$1,64839 added fo our excessj
iture of

| $035.38 gives us funds in hand
of the very satisfactory sum of
just over $2,500 with which 1o
under th :
management of a new Commit- ]
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regular readings of selected plays—
ings with no stage, props or rehearsals .

the Missions, to Seamen (at 8 pm.).
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“Get Together” evenings are p
The idea is that ever
Missions to Seamen, %o listen collectiv

for this reading is His Ezcellency.

stage plays.”
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for Hongl
Niggers (presu
has been staged here within  recent years.

hardly an inspired choice,
Colin MacCallum Stewart will' produce.

Meeting is on Tuesday, Aug,
(8 p.m.). Please note the date—and keep it!

: .

John Clements, but the play

the Players
Peter—and the Emlyn Williams epic," Night Must Fall.

. o . {

WOULD welcome advance informagion regarding sea:
sonal activities from the remainder of our stage groups.
Tak Players, |
The Hongkong Standard, 108,

Wwill the Stage Club, Linden Players, Kai

and others, write to me, c/o
Windsor House? Due prominence will be given to forth

coming stage events and other interesting happenings in |

the Colony.
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Séﬁson' Of Ups And Downs

1#

h . Ends Very" Well

| ANNUAL MEETING REPORT

yesterday.

E. O’Neil Shaw, said, “We have

b sudidewns, | but 1 thinic|f profit of approximately $350 en
4 you will 2l agree that whatever
k v ha -

')

& “the meeting “the 'pa
‘ :vascn’-s receipts and payments

.avere passed and officials for expenditure of something. like

the pew season e e o | $75 all told.  Aayway, for the
foss i e e i
£ , in part; 2 | we are able show_an excess
~ ‘fvffe‘ ha‘\_/e come to the end of icome over expenditure of
of a season of ups and downs. | more than $900—which, I think |
But I think you will agree with [ you  will agree, is a very
me that whatever the »setback? gratifying result. Our funds |
we ~may have encountered | in hangd at the commencement
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The_Garrison Players held their annual general
meeting in the Green Room of the Missions to Seamen

| gratifying result, considerimng
| that the play was only present-

the usual four, and one of these
s Presentations broke new ground
| i being made i Kowloon: (as

+|| Festival, for which this was our
special production)—a venture-

and expenses - amounting to |
$547.47, end the balance of
| $1,648.39 added to our excess
4 of income over expenditure of

$935.38 gives us funds in haad
of the very satisfactory sum of |

_dehure of the ofﬁcg‘ heOf yggf § begin the new season under the
N easurer during it { management of a new Commit-
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‘The Circle’—which is a highly

ed for three mights iostead of
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entailing an extra actual cash

of the period amounted to
$2,175.86, out of which we paid]
certain  outstanding royalties

Just over $2500 with which 1o
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‘ ~an outstanding Row s I oF
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yers Launch New Season

ARTISTIC SPICE

K. C. Harvey

ITH a brand-new committee and a liberal dash of
enthusiasm, The Garrison Players have embarked
upon the new season’s activities, Home leave and post-
ings take their toll in this Colony and the only remaining
member of the 1055-1956 committee who eontinues for a
further year (or more) is Mario Ferras. 7
Of the new committee, the majority are well-known, :
having been established here over months or years, but
there are one or two fledglings to Hongkong and its non-
professional stage. - .
* * * |
HAIRMAN is Colin = MacCallum-Stewart, who made
his debut with the Players in stage roles last season.
Colin is of sturdy Scottish ancestry and has the forthright
characteristics of most likeable and progressive Scots.‘
Under his guidance, the committee should do well
Neville Evans, remembered.for his useful work in
the Players’ radio play productions, is the Secretary;‘
!
1

Mollie Crosbie, another stalwart of stage and back-stage,
takes over as Business Manager; John and Gladys Rogers
handle, respectively, * ‘Lectrics’” and Treasurer. It should |
| be a powerful team. %
* P e
OR the Record: The Players’ secretary resides at 5, |
Staplehurst, Perth Street, Kowloon; so write to him if
you have any queries or concrete suggestions. The Trea-
surer (and the “‘Lectrics’” representative) reside at 2,
Sandhurst, Perth Street, Kowloon. The Treasurer, Mrs. |
Rogers, would be delighted to hear from everyome :in- |
terested in the Players—and, I imagine, would be even
more interested in receiving from all concerned that modest, |
- annual subscription of HK$2. o e
3 HE Garrison Players’ future activities include plans for
regular readings of selected plays—“off the cuff read-
ings with no stage, props or rehearsals...” Gladys Rogers
nhas volunteered to run the first on Tuesday, Sept. 18, at
the Missions to Seamen (at 8 pm.). “Do come along,”
gays the invitation; “we want all the support we can
get.”
The play selected for this reading is His Ezcellency.
“Get Together” evenings are planned by the Players,
The idea is that everyone interested shall meet at the
Missions to Seamen, %s listen collectively (and criticize)
our own radio plays; also to discuss, in retrospect, our
stage plays.”
g & 3 - L] *
T hed been hoped to produce The Happy Marriage by
John Clements, but the play has not yet been made available
for Hongkong. The Players have substituted Ten Little
Niggers (presumably the Agatha Christie version) which
has been staged here within recent years. Although
hardly an inspired choice, it is a play worth repeating.
. Colin MacCallum Stewart will  produce. The Casting
: Meeting is on Tuesday, Aug. 21, at the Missions to Seamen
(8 pm.). Please note the date—and keep it!
o - 3 - - L] ‘
2 I AM told that the other three plays to be presented by
the Players this season will be selected from His Excel-
lency, Black Limelight, A Question of Fact, Fly Away
Y Peter—and the Emlyn Williams epic, Night Must Fall.
JF . o NS [ »
[ WOULD welcome advance information regarding sea-
sonal activities from the remainder of our stage groups.
 Will the Stage Club, Linden Players, Kai Tak Players
. and others, write to me, ¢/o The Hongkong Standard, 108,
~ Windsor House? Due prominence will be given to forth-
. coming stage events and other interesting happenings in
the Colony.
* * * P ‘
« AILPIECE From a l4-year-old young lady, having
seen an outspoken film version of a controversial
novel: You know, Mother, the way these so-called factse.
of-life are presented is 0 bal‘ipauv elementary,




Garmgon
Players

Planned For
| Coming Season

"

| Plans are well in hand for
presentation of the play  “Ten
| Little ngg}ems” by the Gerrison
Players- in October as . their
season curtain-raiser. The
Players had hoped to produce i
“Happy -~ Marrigge” by John
Clements  during ‘the second
week in October, but have been |
advised that the play is not yet |
X avallablef for Hongkong. =
:‘; “Ten Iﬁfntl-e ngg}errs” will ‘be | -

@ven bw the Plsuyers during the
falnd these will be chosen
Eq;oel,lency,”" “Bladix
7 “A Question  of
E‘ly’ Away Bebem, and :
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WILL HOLD AN
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FOR A

RADIO PLAY

(A COMEDY CALLED “FIFTY PIGCS”)

7

3/ 8.30 PM.
MONDAY, 3 SEPT., 1956
:.‘r’l-.e.r' in the

CONCERT HALL RADIO HK.

(6th floor Electra ‘House)

il . -,_Th;ere ate six male and five female parts
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will hold a

- PLAY READING

(not a casting meeting)’

OF
“HIES EXCELLENCY™
at ' B +'¢
THE MISSIONS TO SEAMEN
on ' ’ _ , |
: Tuesday, 18th Sept. 1956, at 8 p.m. 4 'Pe‘, .
 OLD AND NEW MEMBERS WILL BE WELCOME




GARRISON PLAY

“And Then There
Were None”

amen pn - October 10, 11, 12,

i : suwrely must be a very
;”d 13, with a free show for the well-known title in theatrical
| ¥orces on October 9. { s; one wonders whether in
| s 4 uch on, those
[ Aqls  Excellency  the = Officer | responsible gave any  thought
is 1o Mistering the Government 10  the possibilit boakings
| f,m attend the October 10 per- being the poorer a result
T rmance and Commodore J. There must be many who would
H. Unwin the October 12 per- pay ‘o see a well<known play
formance, - such as “Ten Litlle Niggers"
The radio play “Fifty Pigs” but  who would perhape th
has been recorded and will be fwice about anything as un-
broadcast on Oclober 17, known as ':‘/\nfl [‘)wn' There
The Club js having it first Wer2 None." For (he Garrison
| Club Night on October 17 with Player sake, 1 hope thot |

the object of listening to the
radio play, criticising the stage
4 play and being entertained vy
Mr Neville Edwards, a membér

Place in December, will be “Fly
Awayr Peter” g light family
comedy with some good juicy
parts.  Gladys Rogers will be
producing.

The Club has been asked to
fun a Christmas entertainment
for the ‘livers in” at the Mis-
sions to Seamen. Last year
the entertainment took the form
of a social evening. This year
will depend on the mj

from members,
Tiursday. Oct./ I, 1956.
Hongkong Tiger Standard

o
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- | (To' the Editor, S.C.M. Post)
| O0.AG.TO ATTEND Sir—We see that the
! fon Players are open r
1956/57 season by mting
| 5 M b n ore None”
A Li?l’l:f Nci'a"“‘?," Players' “Ten IAMA::‘['::: gﬂiucw - Iwnr.:{r a
as ang SEers” 10 be advertised Dliy et Tt wao thougs - fo
S (And then there were none,” change the name from the
1 lsse 0 appear at the Missions to al “Ten Little Niggers"

am wrong

| of the Magic Cirele A :

| R e > | avoid any  possibilily of giving
Mr Eric O'Neil Shaw has had offence; - whilst this in itself i

lo drop out of the cast of “T'en e vorthy, 1 feel that in

Little Niggers” owing to illness, the enlightened  days, and
The next play, due to take in this Colony,

Players or the Slug(" Club, who
between

?RESPONDENCE

Chz_mged Title

I understand from a member
th ) s that the npame

#ed in order 1o

action is hardly nece V.
said, 1 hope thai this
will not dissuade
from going 1o =ee the
Hongkong 1ot ord
without Garrison

do

them do so much to

ve us live entertainment
R.A/

OAG ATTENDS PLAY THRILLER—His Excellency the

Office the Government, Mr, E. B. Dlvlq
c nd) last night attended the Garrison Players

of Agatha Christie’s “And Then There Were

In foreground are Mrs. G. Rogers and Mrs, C.

em. The play was held at the Missions to Sea- '
d Photo by, T. H. Ching, Staff Photographer.

~ |to learn that there is a sell«

By 'K.C. HARVEY
Standard Drama Critic

Agatha Christie’s  temse
thriller,"Ten Little* Niggers,
m iits stage play form, pro-
Vi

tion that has aged
36 ‘'wood; time has ;‘o‘;
Vits realism
riflencd- Lost night, at the
Missions to Seamen, The
Garrison  Players revived
this fascinating. “Who dun-
mt?” and although the play
was present under the bane
ner. of “ Then There
Were None”—it had been
suggested by someone that
susceptibilities might be of«

fended if the original title
were  used I)—Agatha
Christie’s  crime story . was

put over with ringing cone

viction. 2 :

Taking the play and the |
| players on face value, over-
looking the relevant fact
that producer and cast had
faced many a setback, Pro=
ducer MacCallum Stewart
and his players have good
freason to be heartened by |
audience reaction to ¥ \
stalwart efforts.

Polished Performance ..

The play—which had -3
preview presentation to the
Forces on Tuesday night~
was staged flasx;‘ni%:m in the
presenceé o is Excelleney
The Officer Administe
the GoVernment, Mr,
David. Such a polished
formance by the playerszg
general was worthy of ;4
capacity audience, yet the
little Theatre was barely
half-filled. ‘It is heartening

“Play Opening |
“In Spite Of
Cast Sgtbggltsk

Garrison Players, who bave
been encountering a good
deal of misfortune in

"AND THEN THERE WERE NONE”

A PLAY . {

by
AGATHA CHRISTIE
at
ST. GEORGE'S HALL,
THE MISSIONS TO SEAMEN |
AT 830 PM. . i
OCT. 10th, T1th, 12th & 13th

OKING AT SKINNER'S |

EGNPING . B

It LA

OTTOW,
m preceded by a free pre-
sentation for members of the

tuation. Rel

fow well advanced, he tells
| me, and the major problems
have been overcome,

Vo 4o o

Bl Jem m%;mw

! <

=

| THE. GARRISON |

| " "PLAYERS #e!"

“And Then There
Were None”

CRITICS WARNED

Ctn tn £ 2 g o e oo
|
Splan & t“‘y‘" Aot Lmew)
{ Clealrly a self-appo!n‘_ced I
\| avenger is at work, ard usmg‘
Boys' this Nemesis intends -
aliminate them all one by one.} A
of this thriller is to devend on It
thriilo comirg from the stage— k
equally boring to our self-pos-
sessed cast (I feel a shiver when
' | sonalities). When suddenly an
unkrown voice from a hidden |
deeds, how calm, how British
they are at the news! One

Giho o R R
Lo LA abea, '-,

L‘ the thyme of ‘Ten Little Nigger

;‘

{ | Do not betieve that the success |

thrills, or fension! Both are

I think of their undisguised per-

microphone announces their evil

dashing young Army Captain

(By ALec M, HarpIE)

Last night The Garrisonqd | ronchalantly kept his haads in |
Players op%ncd the dramatic| || his pockets for all three ac'ﬁ
season with a warning fo all The most they can do is to stro]
critics; misunderstandings ~ and across the stage and back again
good intentions ".can lead to at suif intervals—intervals

dictated less' by the script, I
suspect, than their desire for
| exercise,

disaster, and ‘having risen from
a sick bed I must adverlise to
my friends-that if I am found

e —— T
dead, please investigate all || L@t us continue fo blame the
members of  the Garrison [ | morcifully absent guthor. She
Theatre, ~Their casual manner || offcrs little action, and the
is no- alibi. dialogue is not easily worked up

Friends? ‘Wit the clsing of | Ui SSESERe sl Mler
| the curtain - 1 ceased to have fhers little help to the actor
any {riends in the Colony, [ || © ‘rs e pas Ro; ¢ th

| During the Summer an armed Jim | Ho gers the g

Butler fought bitterly with his |
words, but Mavis Matthews as
his wife wes in a hwrry to be |
John Le  Mare’s

truce existed. Gradually 1 was
able to meet the enthusiustic
dramatic players and producers | e
without first searching them or ||| eliminated.

smelling my  drink. = Their | | Anthony Marston had to give a
ferocity had lessened as they ||| sketch of Cambridge  imbecility

began (the, conversation “I don’t ||
| | care wiiat.you say BUT.” Even |||
|| the glinting eyes had lost much §
of their slaying power,

but I never believed that he
could drive any car at eighty

BUT from now on for the next
seven months war exists;  thy
critic is the natural enemy of
‘| all true amateurs, Like ‘the
innocents ‘on 'Miss Christie’s |/
island they have to be prepared )
for any underhand attack.
o g ~ o

miled [ was satisfied that T had

gongdto Oxford when he drank
his ‘too quickly (warn-
ing: “how* did the cyenide get
inn tha #l1gss?), o ¥

I grant that she |
seem |

cepted it with considerable con-
victipn, Sorry he went so soon
y Crosbie was severe put |
| unvarying as the righteous spin-
ster; in such company to con-
tinue to knit until
noy a bad occupation,
tricoteuse!
When::ﬁnervesa:e worn out |
as they will be scon T shall not |
ask Dr Armstrong for help as
Pafrick Hughes portrayed him.
We must not joke the
nerves of nerve-spec , Miss |
Christie!  One of the first essen-,[
tials for nerves is, I understand
fo relax. Do relax, ~Dr Am.'
A

g

Neville Evang

L Wargrove, High

as Sir Lawrenc
Court J, udgee,
hristie's

all kinds' of fear, emotions, re-
grets and {errified reactions,
Not so our stalwarts of the
Garrison Theatre; S
there been such a cool collec-
tion of people under the sen-
tence of death since the let

‘s Frerich R on,
Let us begin by bfamipg Miss.
|| Agatha Christie, for

was
Vive la
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. GARRISON PLAY

| radio play, criticising the stage

| Away Peter,”

“And Then There
Were None”

0.A.G. TO ATTEND
|

‘The Garrison Players’ “Ten
Little Niggers” 10" be advertised
as “And then there were none,”
is to appear at the Missions to
Seamen pn  October 10, 11, 12,
and 13, with a free show for the
Forces on October 9.

Hls Excellency the Officer
Administering the Government
is to attend the October 10 per-
Tformance and Commodore J.

The radio play “Fifty Pigs”
has been recorded and will be
broadcast on October 17.

The Club is hawving its first
Club Night on October 17 with
the object of listening to the

play and peing entertalned by
Mr Neville Edwards, a membeér
of the Magic Circle. |

Mr Eric O’Neil Shaw has had
to drop out of the cast of “Ten
Little Niggers” owing to illness,

The mext play, due to take
place in December, will be “Fly
a light family
comedy with some good juicy
parts. Gladys Rogers will be

e y
.....

run a

" | gions to Seamen. Last

G4 ."sti:?e entertainment took the form
"of a social evening. This year
will

L AL BN

ucing.
The Club has been as}:ed; 10
Christmas entertainment
for the “livers in” at the Mis-
year

depend on the résponse

{ H. Unwin the October 12 per-
| formance, : ;

e
—

bers.

§ %

{
b

| but

4 Changed Title

(To-the Editor, S.C.M. Post)

. Sir,—We see that the Garri-.
son Players are opening their

1956/57 season by presenting
“And Then There Were None”
by Agatha Christie. What a

pity that it was thought fit to

change the name from the
original “Ten Little Niggers”
which surely must be a wery

well-known title in theatrical
circles; one wonders whether in
taking ~ such = action, thoss

. responsible gave any thought

to the vossibility of bockings
being the poorer as a result
There must be many who would
pay “o see a well-known play
such.  as “Ten Little Niggers,”

who would perhaps think
twice about anything as un-
known as “And Then There
Wer2 None” For the Garrison
Players’- sake, 1 hope that 1
am wrong. '

I understand from a member
of the Players that the name
has been changed in order to
avold any possibility of giving
o»ﬁf{nce; whilst thic i itself is
praiseworthy, I feel that in
these  enlightened days, and
parvticularly in this Colony,
guch action is hardly necessary.
As I have said, I hope that this
alteration  will not  dissuade

| people  from going to see the

play; Hongkong canmot afford
to do without the Garrison
Players or the Stage Club, who
between them do so much to
give us live entertainmen

.

R.AD.A.
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.Play Op;;iing
In Spite Of
Cast Setbacks

y K. C. HARVEY
Standard Music Critie

Plays and Players have
their teething troubles and
it's an old saying in show
business . that when rehear-
sals go the hard way and
when sickness takes its toll
with a cast, a successful out-

come invariably follows.

I am convinced that The
Garrison Players, who have
been encountering a good
deal of misfortune in cast-
ing amd rehearsing their
opening play of the season,
And Then There Were None,
the Agatha Christie stage
version of the best-seller
thriller, Ten Little Niggers,

will find it that way.

Forces today.

From Producer Colin Mac-
Callum Stewart I have re-
ceived am encouraging pro-
gress repont on the current
situation. = Rehearsals are
now well advanced, he tells
me, and the major problems

have been overcome.
Cast Replacement

Enic O’Neil Shaw, who
would have played General
MacKenzie, had to withdraw,
owing to an illness which
sent him to hospital. His
replacement in the cast took
over for a few rehearsals,
then felt he was not equal
to the part and withdrew.
On Thursday, Peter Quick-
mire, an old member of the
Players, agreed to take over.,

MacCallum Stewart’s wife,
. who was playing Mrs. Ro-
gers, also had to leave the
cast through indisposition
and has been replaced by

Mavis Matthews,

It all sounds in keeping
with the theme of the Ten
Little Niggers . . . “and then

ere  were none .

(elmost), but with that
chanacteristic'bul-l-dog breed
whereby_ a certain island
country is hall-marked, the
problems have heen  sur-
mounted and the Producer
reports that things are go-

- ing well.

The leading lady of And
Then There Were None
I8 Mary Norris, a new-
comer; that Colony stalwart
of our stage gro;xtgs, Mollie
portrays Miss
, Brent, is said to beay:tamral
i for the role of Miss Brent,
‘. Wher; the curtain rings on
on ghns Garrison Players’
Seaso -Ofemr, an apprecia-
tive aud ence will, T a?rg sure,
give 2 fiting ovation to a
much resl&‘uﬂi;d& ;::t whi%x
e ween |
teeth, determi :
time-he Tmined that this

noured }
over in g Mg;;rlg.shall get

Crosbie, who

is taking

1M
P O R
cy R g

g 3

The play opens at the
Missions to Seamen Theatre |’
tomorrow, for a four-day
run, preceded by a free pre-
sentation for members of the

et

—

-
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Hongkong Tiger Standard

0AG ATTENDS PLAY THRILLER—His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government, Mr, E. B. David
(in background) last night attended the Garrison Players’
version of Agatha Christie’s “And Then There Were
None.” In foreground are Mrs, G. Rogers and Mrs. C.

MacBullem. The play was held at the ‘Missions to Sea-.

per.

Staff Photogra

men.—Standard Photo by T. H. Ching,

T 3

P .(ﬁt" ‘True To Character

' " peter Quickmire won mY¥
~ 'admiration for his venerable,

- intensely true-to-character
: ~ portrayal and Molly Crosbie
-"&ggvetai},ed neatly into the =
3 of a hypocnngpl
- spinster who gloated, with
| religious fervour, over her
~ supposition that e- had

~ “nothing” on her conscience.

o . And then there W&IP five |

RN ... . the other og,layers. I

Jim Howe, John Iz John

. Le Mare, Mavis Matthews
~ and Patrick Hughes co?&

o) ectively to round
jpiziad eftect A Outside the

z
7
= ¥
e O

. paftern

iy
X
i

b
. a sound cast. ; \
; i there was Norris gave a professio
'Ir n Iﬁta%ﬁgﬁrzﬂﬁh a. bit _ ring to her difficult role and
part, for good measure. , the - tense sequences Were
1 you enjoy & (LTS B roperbis, D0, e
minute, don’t miv SES POV ) his role by a too pro
: : the drama

y| The

5 | with

Mystery Play- |
Scores” With

Its SusPense

By K.C. HARVEY

standard Drama C ritie

Agatha Christie’s tense
thriller,” Ten Little® Niggers,
miits stage play form, pro-
i two hours

ing suspense. It ie

: tion that has aged

1 » : time has not
dimmed > its rezlism and
prilliance. Last night, at the
Missions- to Seamen, The
Garrison Players revived
this fascinating. “Who dun-

nit?” and although the play
was present under the ban=
ner of “And Then There
Were None”’—it had been
suggested by someone that
susceptibilities might be of=
fended if the original titie
were . used  %!)—Agathe
Christie’s crime story - was
put over with ringing cons=
vietion.
Taking the play and the
players on face value, over-
looking the relevant fact
that producer and cast_had
faced many a setback, Pro=
ducer MacCallum Stewart
and his players have good
-reason to be heartened bY |
audience reaction to their
stalwart efforts. :
Polished Performance .-
The play—which had..8
preview presentation to the |
Forces on Tuesday night—
was staged last night in the
presence of His Excellency
Officer Administering
the Government, Mr.
David. Such a polished per«
formance by- the players “iff
general was worthy S
capacity audience, yet the
little Theatre was barely
half-filled. It 1is ‘heartening
to learn that there is a sell«
out expected for Saturday
night; meanwhile I earnests
ly trust that lovers of the
legitimate stage will ‘rally ¢
in support of the play, by
ensuring capacity houses to= -
night, ~ tomorrow and on
Saturday. : .
‘It was easy 1o find the

seasoned players. ‘The pere
eville Evans

Y TR TRy -y

| formance
| was beautifully timed and
- evaluated, ‘the climatic build

up being in per
the situation. Mary




THE. GARRISON

"PLAYERS %y -

“And Then There
Were None”

CRITICS WARNED

(By ALEc M. HARDIE)

Last night
Players opened
season. with

The

the dramatic |
a warning to all
crities; misunderstandings
zood  intentions ".can lead to
disaster, and having risen from
a sick bed I must advenrlise. to
my friends-that if I am found
dead, please investigate all|
members of the Garrison
Theatre. Their casual = manner
is np alibi.

Friends? With the
the curtain I ceased 1o have
any friends in the Colony.
During the Summer an armed
truce existed. Gradually 1 was
able to meet the enthusiastic

rising of

dramatic players and producers |

without first searching them or
smelling my drink. Their
ferocity had lessened as they
began lthe. eonversation “I don’t
care what you say BUT.” Even
the glinting eyes had lost much
of their slaying power.

BUT from now on for the next
even months war exists;  the
critic is the natural enemy of
all true amateurs.  Like ‘the
innocents "on Miss Christie’s

i| the thyme of

Garrison |

and |

‘| offiers  little- action,

Anthony Marston had to giye; a |
‘| sketch of Cambridge imbecility, |

g ggme‘gto Oxferd when he' drank

| ing: “how

for any underhand att;gljc,k.

island they have to be prep.zl-‘r'-teii—J

| pne small islan 5
tpht:lm Hongkong and all
to one house!). I suspect

: sl‘w?llllsbe afrraid and I

grets and

tence of death since the
| Pimpernet’s’ Frerich

btful pasts, all. wi

ol | crecp into his part ‘andi he ac-

' Molly Crosbie wag severe bu
| unvarying as the righteous spin-
I}| ster; in such company to con-
: I 1ol tinue ‘to knit until death was |
all kinds of fear, emotions, re- ||
terrified reactions, |
Not so our stalwarts of thel
Garrison:. Theatre; never bhav=|
‘there been such a cool collec- |
tion of people under the sen-

| We must not joke al
| nerves of nerve-specialists, Miss
-1 | Christie!

_self-appointed

il ~ a 3
Clearly work, ard usipg

avenger ig at

Boys' this Nemesis intends
liminate tHem all b by ‘C’nfs“»
Do not believe that the gucces
of this thriller is to depend ol
theiile coming from the sfage—
thrills, or tension! Both are
cqually boring to our self-DoS:
segsed cast (I feel a shiver _whc..l'
I think of their undisguised per-
sonalities), When suddenly am
unknown voice from %hcpldgfi?
mierophone announces tn€ir €
dVeC-dsI‘,) how calm, how British
they are at the newsL One
cdashing young Army Captain
ronchalantly kept his hands g;
his pockets for all three acts-
The most they can do.is to stroll
across the stage and back agaill
at suitable intervaﬂsr—m_'oervals
dictated less’ by the script, I

sPeny Little NiggEr‘r ’

Navls JLvidLLiIEWSe |

It all sounds in ke
with the theme of“the
Little Niggers . . . “and
there were hone .
(elmost), but with
characteristic’ bull-dog

whereby a certain |
country is hall-marked
problems have been

mounted and the Pro
reports that things ar

| ing well.
The leading lady of
X Then There Were

is Mary a

lf@umr; that Colony st:
of our stage groups, .
Crosbie, who portrays
Al Brent, is said to bean
"' for the role of Miss B

- |“  When the curtain rit

ok on this Garrison P
| season-opener, an api
tive audience will, I an

suspect, than their desire for

L&t us continue fo blame th
mercifully absent 'a-mtlhbrc.i ‘She
an:
dialogue is not easily worked up |
into suspense; it .is @ ‘thriller |

offiers little help to the actor.

words, but Mavis Matthews as

eliminatied. John Le Mare's |

but I never believed that he
could drive any car at eighty

mile$ an hour without destroy-
ing himself within tha first
mile,z 1 was satisfied that I had
his whisky ‘too quickly (warn-
yd’!d the. cyenide get
inlo thz glass?), w *

MacKenzie spoilt the casual at-

| mosphere by being almost credi- B

ble; pathos had been allowed to

cepted it with considerable con-
viction. Sorry he went so soon

nely a bad cccupation.,
tricoteuse!
When my nerves are worn out

Vive la

ask Dr Armstrong for help as|
Patrick Hughes portrayed h'gn. |
e

One of the first essen-,
tials for merves is, I understand

“away, 1 hope, fromfiBongkong;
and her story is%}wg {
and the stage-craft further still. |

| She essembles ten people on an |
| island, all with possibly murky g

bla|

to relax. Do relax, Dr Arm-
strong! 1

the |

which reads well as a movel, but 3

Jim Howe as Rogers the ¥ --'f_','i‘ s
Butler fought bitterly with his|

his wife was in a hurry to be | = !

40| men arnl;gh sl W

/| own - sex; KITOW )
,ndtth.ixﬂ(MlSS | S ‘.‘ea'the
. | character of Vera Claythorne,

Peter Quickmire  as General

~ genuinely afraid,

)
EE
| as they will be scon I shall not ]

give a2 fitting ovation
much reshuffled cast
is taking the bit betw
‘teeth, determined tha
time~-honoured play sh
over in a big way.

though his factual manne
|1y carrésponded. to fthe b
| of 'the rest of thea.

and Mary Norris seemed {o share |
her opinion. Nevertheless, she |
| might have been at least con- |
| ventionally feminine and shown |

some horror as one after a: |
of the company was murdered. |8
Mark you, at the end when— |
I grant that she |
one moment seem |

John Izod’s Philip Lombard, "
 the military man of crime, was |
| clearly bored. Apart from not |
€ E;amg c’grtﬁa:lnt of his words _he ||
Z no definite chiaracter th ‘
sl
ans as Sir Lawrence |
Wargrove, High Court Judige, |
i have Miss - Christie’s |
Clearly he had the |
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